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THAT BIG LUMBER COMBINE.

WiLLL inforiued lumbermen donot attach mach import
ance to the rumored combine of United States and
Canadian lumbermen, constituting, what would practi
cally be, a corner in lumber in Canada.  As Mr. W. C.
Eduards 1emarks in our Ottana correspondence, it is
much easicr to securc a corner in grain than in lumber.

‘T'wo or thice sales of Canadian limits, representing
considerable value, are announced for this month,
‘These have brought a number of United States lumber-
men and their agents to Toronto, and from here they
have in most cases proceeded north to the region of the
limits to investigate conditions. Besides, there are con-
stantly passing through Torontoto the lumber districts
in the interior, agents of various Michigan firms, who
are already interested in Canadian limits.  This has
been espeually the case during the winter just closing
because of the namber of these owners who have been
working their limits. The bright young men of the
daily press anaivus to make a “scoop” have got after
these men, made their acquaintance at the botels, and
worked them for a news iten wheneser opportunity pre
sented itself,

Lumberinen are made of pretty shrewd stuff, and they
are not the kind of men to gne their business away,
usually.  Withal, they are genial and companionable,
and are, il leisurely situated, 1cady to tatk,  Sometimes
they have given these young men an item or two of
news, at other times they have simply talked guff, know-
ing it o be guffl  An instance in puint. A biy burly
lumberman, who is a hail fellow well met, not a linit
owner, but a shrewd, practical woudsman, who las
passed through most of the gradations of a woodsman’s
life, from the felling of the tree to the more important
occupation of a landlooker, was in the dity a few weeks
ago. He was here for the purpose of looking up some
limits that were for sale.  The newspaper young man
got hold of him. Our Tuberman friend talked freely.
“Yes, the Americans were buying up the country, espe-

enally that part having any tunber on . He held m lus
pocket the option on a large uact of Ontario timber and
in the interests of an important sy adicate he was leaving
the neat diy 1o ke an eximi sation of the Limits, amd
the whole business would be dused up uicker than one
could say Jack Robinson.”

The fact is youw lumbesman was going noith on an
entirely different mission, andd it served his puipuse to
use our friend of the daily press to throw some one else
off the scent.  ‘That 15 all there was m at least one of
the bLig stories of the combine that was given currency
to lately.  Mr. Elsemore, of Saginaw, who would likely
know something of the alleged combing, was about right
when, asked in regard to the mater, he said. [ guess
all there 8 in it is what we have seen in the papers,”

A month ago the newspapers of the United States
started the story that a great mecting of spring wheat
millers had been held in Chicago, and a “gigantic flour
trust” had been formed.  ‘The news was telegraphed all
over the country and papers at home and those abioad
herialded it in big headlines and with various editorial
comments. The despatch proved a catchy item for the
newspapers for something less than the proverbial nine
days. An investigation of the rumor by those most
interested and more certain to know showed that the
Chicago meeting was a very tame affait, and without
any significance, and, as for the big trust the millets are
waiting to sce it materialize.

We live 1in a day when newspaper rivalry is keen; and
we live in an age when readers look for spice and sensa
tion. If a lumber or a flour trust can be made to fill the
bill it answers for the occasion just as fitly as the latest
suicide or defalcation,

WHITE PINE.

‘I'wo replies to the article on the log duty by “A™in
the March LunMerryaN will be found un another page
of this month's issue. On the principle that there are
two sides to every story readers will adimt, we believe,
that some goud points are made by both Canadensis
and Mr. Little. ‘The real point of discussion hinges
largely on the belicf, or the oppuosite, that there is no
other timber to take the place of northern pine.  And
this pine being nearly eahaustedin the white pine states
of the United States our neighbors must lovk to Can-
ada for their supplies. Opinions will differ here, and
it is difficult to produce that kind of evidence which
cveryone can comprehend readily. o another part of
this month’s LUMBLRMAN we pablish an interview
with a lonberman, of Tonawanda, N. Y, who lays
great stress on the value of southern pine as a sub
stitute for northern pine. It is abo Jdaimed, and a
paragraph touching the matter is found on another
page, that in New Mexico immense tracts of good
white pine exist.

‘I'hen comes another question, which is quite debat-
able, and hard to sole to the satisfaction of many,
whether the white pine of Michigan, \Wisconsin, Minne-
sota or Canada has as yet ncarly reached its limit of
exhaustion, as is alleged to be the case by some. How
hard it may be to arrive at the correct quantity of timber
on a given tract of land is illustrated in negotiations for
a recent purchase of timber land in Michigan,  Three
estimators were put on the jub.  Their separate estimates
per acre ran thus. 23,000, 40,000 and 30,000. ‘The
totals were, of course, just as wide apart, thus. 40,000,
000, 64,020,000 and 80,000,000, Sumebudy was evidently
out, and what may occar in the estimate of an individual
tract of land, may find its counterpart in the larger
estimate, which after all is only an agyregation of the
individual estimates.

LUMBERING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Tur Timber Inspector’s report, of British Columbia,
which has just been published furnishes an interesting
account of the progress of lumbering on the Pacific
Coast. “The total quantity of timber cut during 18yz2,
and whichis subject to royalty, is 64,186,820 feet, and the
royalty thereon is $32,093.41.  Rent from timber leases
daring the year amounts to $31,6;7 3.63 , thirty-foar special
timber licenses at $50, 1epresenting $1,700 and ninety
gencral timber licenses at $10, or $yoo.  The total rev-
chue fiom timber sources foots up $66,367.04. There
have been issued thiryy four timber leases, covering
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112,604 acres, the rental being $11,269.40. The acreage
leased for timber cutting in 1886 was only 23,012, show-
ing in siv yers a very encouraging development of
lumbering operations.

An analysis of the amounts paid in royalty by the dif-
ferent lumber companies, shows that the British Colum-
bia Mills, Timber and Trading Co, of Vancouver,
contributed $12,033.92, or nearly a half of the whole.
The tsland mills paid $10,303.83 and the Manland mills
$21,789.58 of the total, The percentage in regard to
rentals, licenses, ete., as between Mainland and Island,
is about the same. The acreage of timber lands held
by the mills 1s 386,122, of which in round figures 85,000
acres are held by the British Columbia Mills, Timber &
Trading Co.; 50,000 by the Mclaren-Ross Co.; 32,000
by the Moodyville Saw Mills Co.; 32,000 by the Van-
couver Saw Mills Co.; 22,000 by the Brunette Saw Mills
Co, and 20,000 by the Michigan Lumber Co. The
remaining acreage is divided among smaller mills onthe
Mauinland and Island. ‘T'he total daily capacity of 4t of
the 34 mills in the Province is set down as 1,657,000 feet.

The Provincial Secretary has issued a notice 1o the
cffect that after the 1st instant a rebate of 25 cents
per thousand feet will be allowed on all lumber shipped
abroad since 31st August, 1891 provided the lumber
shall have paid royalty under the Land Act, all arrears
of royalty being at the same time paid by the claimants.
‘T'his means that the rebate, disallowed since 31st Aug-
ust, 1891, will once more be granted, the disallowince
bemng so wholly abrogated that the rebate during the
period of former disallowance can now be claimed of
the Provinaial Government.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

SENATOR  Snowball, of New Brunswick, retuined
from Lurope a few days before the clusing of the IDom-
mon Parhament.  He came direct trom P'ans to Ottawa,
and at once waited on the Finance Mmister and urged
lum to raufy the French treaty in the interests of the
lumber shippers of the Mantime prosdnces, of wiich
the Senator 1s one of the largest.

ENGINEER  Keating's recommendation to the city
council, of Toronto, that cedar block pavements to the
amount of $40,000 be constructed this year, has been
referred back to this official for further consideration.
The conclusion is that the sanitary evils that follow this
form of pavement are a peril to the health of the people.
This is safe ground to take, if the facts will support the
contention, but not otherwise. 1f we look abroad we
find that in European countries, where, because of the
congestion of population, every care that is promotive of
rightful sanitary conditions needs to be practiced, wood-
en pavements are growing steadily in public favor.
This is the case in London, Bristol, Paris and other
large cities. But the authorities in these cities do exercise
some scientific knowledge of the work they undertake.
Mr. Keating, who has shown himself a very capable
man. probably knew what he was doing when he made
the recommendation in question.

IN the speech from the Throne on the opening of the
Ontario Legislature on the 4th inst. reference was made
to the marked improvement in the state of the lumber
trade, the prosperity of which is of so much importance
to the revenue and other public interests of the province.
To this activity is attributed the increased prices that
were secured for the timber berths in the Nipissing and
Georgian Bay districts sold during the past year. The
reference on this point isin these words: “I am pleased
to state that the prices obtained were high beyond pre-
cedent, averaging $3,657 per mile, and this, although the
ducs to be paid on the timber when cut were increased
by one-fourth as compared with the dues payable on
berths formerly sold in the Nipissing and Algoma dis-
tricts. In addition to the annual rental and timber
dues which will be paid into the provincial treasury
upon the timber when cut, the sun of $2,250,00¢
was realized by way of bonus.” Progress has been made
in the cstablishing of a national park. The commis-
sioners have completed the duty assigned. They have
collected much useful information touching the objects
of the commission, and a bill to establish a national
park will be submitted to the Legislature this session.




