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haztened to the ground and told his comrades that he had zeen
immense clouds of ¢pray »ising fiar above the trees, but he could
nol perceive from what cause they arose.  Enceuraged by this
report, after refreshing themselves (being much wearied by their
toilsome march) they hastened along the edge of the cliffs, while
the rashing sound that had been gradoully increasing, was every
mstant becoming more and more tremendous, ind the velocity of
the stream made them imagine that they were in the vicinity of
a furipus rapid, when, on advancing from the thick bushes, they
suddenly foand themsclves on a bare ledge of rock which over-
hung an immense chasm, into which two streams and a mighty
river were tumbling, with a noise that drowned all their excla-
mations of surprise, and which was loader than the voice of the
ocean in a storm.  Springing back with terror {rom the edge of
the precipice over which they had so nearly plunged, they eyed
the thundering and foaming torrent with amazement, not noticing
that part of the reck on which they had just been standing was
tottering, and slowly separating itself from the adjoinipg mass, till
roused by the crash swith which it was precipitated into the golf
below, shaking the living rock from whence it had been detached,
and resounding through the woods, fur abeve the roaring of the
stupendous cataract.  T'he missionaries involuntarily leaped back
amonyg the trees, not daring to return to the place where they
had been, and viewed with more composure the awful prospect
before them.  The river above the falls was for some distance a
farious rapid, rising with incredible force towards the precipice ;
byt when on its very brink, it; in some parts of the great stream,
became calm ; other parts were white with foam. While thus
engaged, Maiook, with a loud cry, directed their atiention to a
lirge deer which in vain struggled sgainst the overpowering suc-
tion of the falls, wis rapidly coming to destruction. They watch-
ed its fruitless endeavours to reach the shore ; but, on arriving at
the deceitful calm, it looked wildly, with distended nostrils and
outstretched neck, and secmed to be crying ; but the roar of the
cataracts drowned its voice, and it was soon precipitated into the
boiling abyss. .
The French, from the province of Quebec, may have reached
as far before, but Price and his companion believed they were the
ficst that had penetrated to that spot ; and when they returned
back to the settlements, their description of the unparalleled mag.
nificence of the cataracts, to which Maiosk gave the name of Ni-
azara, or the thundering waters, was deemed incredible. Butthe
wilderness has now been banished {rom the scene, and festivity
and commerce have there established themselves amidst the sim-
ple sublimity that distingaishes this, the most impressive spectacle
of the kind to be seen on the whole earth.—Fraser's Magazine.



