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WlIEN LAURIER BECAME LEADER
By Sir John Willison

THE AUTHOR 0P "SIR WILFRID LAURIER AND THE LIB-
ERAL PARTY: A POLITICAL IIISTORY" IN THIIS NOTABLE
'ARTICLE, TO APPEAR IN THE NOVEMBER CANÂDI4N, WRIT-
TEN LONG AFTER 11E BECAME AN'APOSTLE 0F LAURiER,'s
AND AFTER HF, IN TIME BECAME, A MOST SEVERE CRITIC
0F THE GREAT FRENCHI CANADIAN'S POLITICAL PRO-.
POSALS, WRITES MOST CHARMINGLY AND WITIIOUT MALTCE
1118 PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS 0F THE LEADER 0F THE-
LIBERAL PARTY IN CANADA.. 1HE RELATES MANY INCI-
DENTS TUÂAT ARE ENTERTAINING AS WELL AS ILLUIMIN-
A.TING. 11E TIIROWS A CONSTANT STREAM 0F SUPERIOR
LIGIIT 'UPON A PERSONALITY THAT FOR TWENTY YEARS
HÂS STOOD IN THE FIERCEST GLARE 0F PUBLIC LIFE IN
CANADA. 11E GIVES HIS FORMER LEADER MANY TRIBUTES,
MAKES NO HARSH COMMENT, REFRAINS FROM ANY DIS-.
CUSSION 0F POLITICAL ISSUES, BUT COMMENTS RATIIER
ON LAURIER'S MANY ATTRACTIVE QUALITIES, TASTES AND
ATTAINMENTS, 1115 LOVE 0F BOOKS, HIS WIDE READING.
AND RECOUNTS INCIDENTS SUCU AS TUE FOLLOWING:

III ONCE HEARD MR, LAURIER AND) MR. GOLI)WIN SMITHI
DISCUSS TREATLSES ON FRENCH (JOOKERY WITH A FA-
IMILIARITY AS INTERESTING AS IT WAS SUPRISL&G. ITr
WA8 THIS LAURIER JTRIS MAN 0F BOOKS] WHO DI]) NOT
ASPIRE TO BE LEAD R 0F A POLITICAL ]?ARTy AND) WHO
SEEME]) TO HAVE SETTLED IN A WAY 0F LIYE IIE WAS
RELUCTANT TO FO1*3AKE2'x
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