
AMERICAN ANNALS.

liawksbclli, strings of glajs beads, and red caps, 149a

which, though of small intrinsic worth, were by

them highly valued. The reason, assigned for

their peculiar estimation of these baublc>', is, thut,

confidently believing th:\^ these visitants had come

down from heaven,* they ardently desired to have

Something left them as a memorial, 'i'hcy gave

the Spaniards, in return, such provisions, as they

had, and some cotton yarn, which was the only

valuable commodity they could produce. *

Columbus, after visiting the coasts of the island,

proceeded to make farther discoveries, taking with ^'^- ^j*

him several of the natives of San Salvador. He
saw several islands, and touched at three of the

largest of them, which he named St. Mary of the

Conception, Fernandina, and Isabella. On the

twenty seventh of October, he discovered the island
^^^ ^^

of Cuba, which, in honour of the prince, the son of cuiia di

the Spanish king and queen, he called Juanna. covered.

Entering the mouth of a large river with his squa-

dron, he staid here to careen his ships, sending, in

the mean time, some of his people, with one of the

natives of San Salvador, to view the interior parts

of the country. Returning to him on the fifth of No-
vember, they report, that they had travelled above ^ >

sixty miles from the shore ; that the soil is richer and

better, than any they had hitherto discovered ; and
that, beside many scattering cottages, they found

pne, village of fifty houses, containing about a

thousand inhabitants. ^ Sailing from Cuba on the

fifth of December, he arrived, the next day, at an ^^ec. 6.

island, called by the natives

.'J

Hayti

our of the kingdom, by which he was employed

he named Hispaniola.*

X —" Oentem esse missam i coelo autumant." P. Martyri p. 4. r

ft Life of Columbus, c. xxlii, xxiv. Robertson, i. book ii. Hcrrera, ?. 47.

3 Robertson, i. book li. Herrera [i. 54,] says, '« a whole generation

lived in a Iiouse."
* 4 " Ab Hispania -- - diminutive Hispaniola." P. Martyr, 345. Iler-

rera, i. 107, zj 8.

Hispaniola

discovered.


