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b«;en formed to excite domelUc enemies againft us. In brief,

a part of thefc colonies now feels, and all of them are fure

of feeling, as far as the vengeance of adnuniftraiion can in-

{[[& them, the complicaied calaniuies ol fiie, Iwoid and la-

niine. VVe are reduced to the alieinaiive of chufing an un-

conditional fubmilTmn to the tyranny of irritated miiullevs,

or rclillance by force.— fhe latter is our choice.—W'e have

counted the cod of this contell, and find nothing fo dread-

ful as voluntary ilavcry.— Iionoi, julkice, and humanity for-

bid ns tamely to fui render that futdiiin which we received

from our gallant ancellous, and which our innoceiii poUeiity

have a right to leceivc from us. \Vc cannot endure the

infamy and guilt of rcliguing fucretding gciu lations to that

wretciiednefs which inevitably awaits thcni, il webafeiycn-

tail hereditary bondage upon tliein

Our caufc is ju(f. Our union is peil'ta. Our internal

rtloiirees are great, and if nccelfary, foreign ai'Iiftaiicc is

iijidoubtrdly attainable.—We giaielully acknowledge, a!>

fignnl iiillaiicf.'i of the Divine favour towards ns, that his

Providence would not permit us to be called into this le-

verc coiitrovei IV, until we weie gibwn up to our prcfeiit

ilrength, had been previoully exeicifed in warlike opcia-

•tious, and poirelfed of the means of deleuding ourlelves.

—

With hearts foitihcd with thefe animating relltttions, we
jnoft folemnly, before God and the woild declaie, that ex-

erting the utmoft energy of thofe powers, which oiir bene-

licient Creator hathgiacioullybeliowed upon ns, the aims we
have been compelled by our eiiemies lo alTume, we will, in

defiance of every hazard, with unabating firmnefs and pei-

feveranre, employ for the prcfervalion of our libeilies, be-

ing with one mind refolved, to die freemen rather liian to

live (laves.

Left this declaration fhould difquiet the minds of our

friends and fellow fubjefts in any part of tiie empire, wc
alTurc them, that we mean not to diffolve that union which

bas fo long and fo happily fubfifted between us, and which

wc fincerely wifhto fee reftored.— Necelfity has not yet dri-

ven us into that defpcrate meafure, or induced us to excite

any other nation to war againft them —We have not raifed

armies with ambitious defigns of fcparating from Great

Britain, and eftablilbing independent hates.—Wc fight not

lor glory or for conquelt. We exhibit to mankind the re«

miikable fpeftacle of a people attacked by unprovoked

enemies, without any imputation, or even fufpicion, of

^ offence.
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