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4 SAHHATIIS IN Till: AIJCTIC RlkilONS.

only u])()n tlio Jt'ws, 1ml not n|)on tlirni ! And
iilthouj^h our Lord, as liimsrlf dicljircMl, canK* not

to destroy the law or the prophets, but to i'ulill ;

whilst he denounced those * who should hreak

one of the least connuandmenls, and teach men

so, —yet this command, thus j^enerally conlhined

and g-iiarded, is daringly asserted to be now

amudled !

Hut it comi)orts not with the object of this

pul)lication to controvert the (piestion after the

laborious and learned nu'thods in which, in

modern times, it has been taken up, and, in

diiferent instances, we regret to add, most per-

niciously pursued. I'or the obvious tendency

and observable effects of the specious arguments

of Dr. Paley, and his too numerous followers on

this subject, may be perceived to be, not only to

undermine and break down the authority of the

fourth commandment, but to justify and encou-

rage that lamentable desecration of the Lord's

day so greatly and injuriously jirevalent through-

out the land. Considering the subtle and far-

fetched reasonings of some of the impugners of

the j^erpetuity of the Sabl)ath,—the masculine

efforts of others in explaining away the common

sense of the word of God, or in confounding the

natural understanding of man,—one cannot but

lament such prostitutions of learning as have too

often produced an undue prejudice on the minds
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