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14.—Encourage and assist Canada to construct the

Ottawa and (Jeoigian Jiay Ship Canal as an lnii)€rial

work.

\

In the event of war it is not only upon the f^alt seas

that the protection of trade and commerce hr^a to be

considered—there are large inland seas of fresh water,

nearly 2,000 miles from tide-water, within the terri-

tory of the Empire's leading Colony, and down which

a large quantity of the raw food products of the United

Kingdom (i.e., destined for consumption within the

Kingdom) are floated to the sea. These food pro-

ducts are constantly expanding in volume:, and it is

a safe iprediotion that before many years the major jpor-

tion of the imported food products of Uritain will come

from the iprairies of Weatern Canaidia. These inland

seas border upon tlie shores of an envious and jealous

rival, who, although she acKUowledges the United

Kingdom as ^y long odds her best customer for her

exported goods, spares no pains to show her enmity

and dislike to British dominion upon the ^orth Ameri-

can Continent'. Of courae, it may never go further

than that, and all good Britishers will fervently hope

and pray it may never do so; but the ways of

diplomacy arc devious, complications may force the

United Staties into an alliance against us, and a


