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tlij quutiitioii i^i I'rorii

iiiitl hciii-' liiiiHo'f one of tlie qnoruui
the miuiluT i.'t wliiuli i.-s siirlicierit to 'io biijim-rs,'' Tdou
A'.liliioii • "Tliey were a [xirefl of nuiiniiu;!.-

in liiri own coiinry "

Mi;. lioMi'An;— I luiuiMy tnke time detinitioii as tiio triio on« iit tlie sense in

^\'liioli I uMs ii-,;ii!:r it, !i3 the tmiuher tioce^sary tu ilo busiiic.??. In corporation.s of

indt.-tiiiite niiiiibfiis any nuin!).;r fonti a quornin in the seii-ii.; of beinir a siifFiciout

number to do l>u*ine.><; in corporations of a dotiiiite numbe!' the rule has been laid

down tliat tliu <juornin. in tln' abseiic;' of any tixed number, shall be one-haU, and

in answer to an ubiervation of the Lord Chancellor that the whole number must
in that ca.-e bo feumtnoned there is a f;i>e in 5th JJ(ii'r/iii;.^\ page 2o9l>. I am
afraid I have not the book with me iiow. It is the ease of 7'//-.' Queen v. Grimcis.

in which L'>rd Ellenb )roa:^li, 1 think it was, laid down that, suppo^ng any of the

parties were at a distance so that you could assume that they would not meet even

if summoned it wms unnecessary to summon them.
Loiiii S-:i.'JOKN'E :—That is to say that every opportunity should be given

where it eouM i^e given.

ilii. IV >ri'A? :— In that '.'a^e no douijt the Law of Coi'purations priictically is

that a (]U i;:-;! uf rhe whole number can decide any point, and wliatever may be thu

reason th 't keei'S t!ie orliers away, a half mily need l)e pre-ent. If one less than

tho half i- 1 :< "Wi. as in tlie case eircd ['pim the '.' ll'inii'ii-aV, and Crcssuudl, the
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'-'lii. as in tlie case eired

- •••Ad ho\\evi'r iiiucli they may have bfcn .-ummoncd, however uuiel)

'• hL'cn wilfully kept away, and I ap[)r(. hend if they come to the

::< away, so that there is it'.-.> than a <|UOiiiin by the reason of their

. ti:'.; rcmi,i:idei' iMiii.!-!!. do thrir business.

•:i. uiv learmd i'i''Mi'l thi,- AttO!ney-(nji,i-i'al cited a passage fro.'n

I aiji i!ii;t;h '«!)Ii:^ed to liim forrilliiiv; y.'Ur Lordship.-'

•.lid tii.u to a ca>i! like that tlie Law of Coi-

\V:iii;h

wiii'.'ii it is eviir

;,ilf' forri'iMi-- a 'pinruiu does not. apply, l^it It was said that in that

jr touk the place of the half iii t!ie ca-e of the Law of Tor-

.> i.!, -Kx:-: ;— I th-ught the Attoriiey-Geiieral did not put it quite cor-

reccly an^i \ ;:.iiik y<i\\ ',!'< nt't. V.'liat was said there wa.> that the triers in that

case taki! ilio place of thvtse who might be pivsetit at a meeiii gof the corporation.

y[\:. I'h.iMI'.vs :

—
"Witli a'l iVfpect tu ynur loixUhin. 1 .-huuld have thought it

really aiu'.'jnteil to what I w,i- saving, ii half the mindier were present then they

can act bv a ;ijaiurir\-. Tiiis, as 1 undeistand, .sav& that tin._. -.
. :

'^'•'^ triei'S lake their

place, nupp .'-ing half s^ei'e ]>r«'-'enr, if one wont away the ••thers would be jiower-

les;-. If the ^.^'.v; triers tal; ' the place of tiie half who arc [irc-jcnt, then if any one

of them g'Av-: away it u'ould be so. At any late 1 mighl cauy it thus far. lie e.\-

pressly .-^avs the cas"s of corporations go further, therefore it is clear that the law

of corporations does not apply. If the law id" corporati jii.'s does not a|)ply, 1 know
of no oilier inle by which you can ti.\ the number that shall be present, except

the old rnie tlmt where a jMiwer is given to <i certain number of persons they must
all of them exercise it. either by lieing present and voting against it or in its

favour. In tiiij case, in the Vth Cn'Oen, v.diich I cited, yonr Lordshijis remember
that the jud^'e- e.\pr<.--.-!y pn"^ their decision uii the fact that the whole body had

been piT-eT,t rhionghoiit tin.' proceeding.; and the particulai- coinmi.ssioner referred

to had <.«'.l . left ai. tiie end. Thai would ajiply in the Knylish courts 1 hap-

].)e:i(;d <.i;:! * '!m; orht

judirc--,
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judi^-met't v.-,;.^ giv.'u, lr,;t after the whole of the aignment, and the r.'jmaining tw
jiulgen gave tlie jud- I'.i'int. .\nd I :ipj;u:!ieiid by the pii;;eij)le of the case in t!

Vth (.'i'i'':ii tiijv \'.'i'ii; a'lle To do .-o. .Siijiji i-iiiL!; oMc ot viie

ler day to be in the Coiii'i, of Appeal in a case heard befoi'c thie-a

iho-e iudges retired iKofoi^

Vi'iiV.1n tile a; ^iiiii.'i.'t 'n',!.' hall hni'5!ieil, coulil it be

judgc.5 had retiifd

moniciit that tl e
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