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(louMcd-iip ncnr-sij^,'liff(l man with a cnitcb, who was always cf^hl, and alw.-iy

piiftiiif^ onions into liis cars for deafness, and always disclosinj^ end . of flatincl under
all liis (jarincnls, and ainujsl always ajiplyinj.^ a hall of iiockcfdiiuidkcrchicf to some
p.'irt of his face with a scicwinj.^ action round mid round. lie was a. very f^of^cl

scholar, tuid tooI< jocat ]);nn . where he saw intelligence and a clcsir<' to learn :

otherwise, |)erha|):; nol. ( )ur memory nrcscnts hitn (unless teased into a jiassion)

with as litde eneijjy a:; color - .'i. Ii;ivin^ oeen worried ruid tormented into nionoto-

nf)us feel denes.-a.; h.'ivinf; lia<l the hesi part of his life joonnd out of him in a -Mill

o( hoys. We reniernher with terror how he fell aslee|) one sultry afternoon with

the litll(! snni};tded class hefore him, und awoke not when the footstep of the Chief

fell heavy on the floor ; how the (ihief aroused him, in the midst of a dread silence,

and said, "Mr. Illinkins, nre you ill, sir?" how he l(hrd)in|.dy replied, "Sir,
rather so ;" how the Chief retorted with severity, " Mr. Iilinkins, this is nf) place

ff» he ill in" (which w.'c; very, very true), and w.'dkeil hack solenm ;is tlu- ^diost in

llaiuiet, until, c.'ilchiufj a wandering; eyt,-, li<: caned that hoy for inattention, and
happily expressed his feeliuf^s towards the Latin master throufjh the medium of a

substitute,

'I'here was a fit little dancins^-master who used to conur in a f;i(^, and tau}.dit the

more advnuced amonjj us hornpipes (as an accomplishment in };reat social dem.'ind

in after life) ; and there was a l)iid< little I'rench master who used to come in the

sunniest wenther, with ;\ hnndleless lunhrella, and to whom the ( 'hicf was always

))olite, because (as we believed), if tli(! Chief olfemled him, he would instantly

address the Chief in l"'rencli, and for ever confound him before the l)oys with his

inability to \md(;r.':land or reply.

There was besides, a servinj.; mnn, whose name was i'hil. Our retrospective

{glance presents Phil as a shii)wrecked carjxuiter, cast away upon the desert island

of ascliool, and carryinj^' into practice an in}^;nious inkliufj^ of many trades. He
mended whatever was lyokcn, and madcr whatever was wanted. lb,- was j^enerai

}:;la/.ier, anionic otlu;r tliiu}.;s, and mended all the broken windows—at the prime
cost (as was darkly rumoured among us) of nincj)ence, for every sf|uate eharg(!(l

three-nnd-six to parents. We had a hij^di opinion of his mechanical "nius, and
generally held that the Chief " knew something bad of him," and <>u jiain oi

divulg'cnce enforced I'hil to be his bondsman. We particidarly remend)er that I'hil

had a sovereign contempt for learning: whieli engenders in us a respect for his

sagacity, as it im])lies his accurate observation of the relative; po .itifuis of the ("hief

antl the ushers. I le was an im])enetrable man, who waited at lahle betw(;en whiles,

and throughout " the half " kept the boxes in severe custody. I le was morose,
even to the CJhief, and never smiled, except at breaking-up, when, in acknowledg-
ment of the toast^ ".Success to Phil! J looray !

" he would slf»wly carve a grin

out of his wooden fiice, where it would remain until we were all gone. Neverthe-
less, one time when we had the scarlet fever in the school, Phil nursed all the sick

boys of his own accord, and was like a mother to them.
There was another school not far off, and of course Our School could have

nothing to say to that school, ft is mostly the way with schools, whether of boys
or men. Well ! the railway has swallowed up ours, and the locomotives now
run smoothly over its ashes.

So fades and lancuislics ^rows dim and dies,

All tliat this world is proud uf,

—and is not proud of, too. It had little reason to be proud of Our School, and
has done nuicli better since in that way, and will do far better yet.


