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Ml. BUNSTER, continuing, said

tlmt. wlien Ili« Exoelloncy the Govor-

nor-Cieneral visited Britibh Columbia
last bcason, lio Avas well received, as

he deserved tu be; and he, also, well

received the farmers who waited on
him en mas^c, and laid their giicvau-

ces on this subject before him. His
Excellency promised to aid them as

much as lay in his power. It was
reported that ho (Lord Diifteriii) had
said that the farmers needed protection,

but it was a question for his Ministers

to deal with, the only thing ho (Lord
Dufferin) could do being to recom-
mend the matter to them.

Mr, BLAKE : Hear, hear.

Mr. BU:NSTER said the hou. the
Minister of .Justice would not find him
saying anything except what was cor-

rect ami in the interests of British

Columbia, His i'ixcellency, having
given the fanners a hearing and assured

them that he would give all the assist-

ance in his power, the}' (the farmers^,

a largo and influenti.'il body, had solici-

ted him (Mr. Bunster) to bring the

matter before Parliament, and aslv that

a special tariff should be granted in the

iutcrestB of the Province. No donl)t

It would be a'"gueil t!iat a special or
differential tariff could not be extended
to any particular part ^)f the Dominion,
but it should be reniombor aI that

British Columbia was labouring at

present under the disadvantages of a
tariff almost altogether opposed to the
wants and wishes of the ]>cople of that

Province. British Columbia did not
enjoy the jirivilegcs actjuired under
the Washington Treaty by other
Provinces of the Dominion, and ui)on

that fact ho based the claim to have a

special tariff' framed in her interest**.

It was a matter of justice that that
distant Province should receive th«

consideration on this subject it was
HO well entitled to. Their markets had
been flooiled with American produce,

to the detriment of the iai-mei-s, ever
since the Province came into the Union.
1?he farmers on the island ofSan Juan,
who felt they were labouring under
gi-eat injimtice in this matter aa subjects

of Great Bi'itain, now possos.sed a
market which they would not have
»btained if they had remained part and
paro«l of the Dominion. He claimed.

on behalf of British Columbia, that,

inasmuch as there was already a
differential taritf against thu Province,
the (jovcrnment should take the sub-

ject into its fav<nirable cunsideralion
and grant what was now ^o urgently
ncodod and i\;quire>l, thu.-> tulliring the

promise, or partial piomise, i lade by
His Excellency to the lariners of that
country—a promise, ho might add,

that had niade their hearts rejoice,

giving them contidence, as it did, that

tlicy would be iiiirly and honourabl}'
dealt with by the Dominion authorities.

Mr. SPEAKER .said that it was well

known His Kxcollency could .not make
a statement on public affairs unless

under the ros]iorisil)ility of Ministers of
till' Ci*own. It was not, therefore,

strictly in oiti. for any hon. member
to inform the House as to what His
I'lxcA'llcncy did or did not say. His
Exeellericv's name -thould not bo used

for the purpose of influencing the

opinion of the House.

Mr. BUNSTER said ho would also

eall the attention of the Government to

a resolution j)asse(1 in IBTB by the

Local Legislature of British Columbia.
It read as follows :

—

'• Thut, wbere8.<>, l)y tlic 7th cUust ol' tlic

Terms of Union, it i.»; piuvjileJ that tho Cus-
toiM'! Tiirid ii;nl F.xci?e [)utio.s existing within

tlio Province at the iliile of union shonlii oun-
tinne in force until tlie railway from the

Pivc'tic coast ami the eyptem ol railway.s in

Canada pIiouIiI he connecteil, nnlesM by Je-

cision of the Le^Mslutiin" of Briti.silii Columbifi
tiie Taritl and Excise Laws of Canada should
sooner be adoijted ;

"And \<hereae, owiu^ principally to tlie

anticipated early construction and comple-
tion of the Pacific Railway, the Legislature
of British Golunibia adopted the Canadian
Tariff and Excise Laws

;

•' And whereas the agricultural portioi\

of the community througliout the Province
have suffered severely from the adoption Ot

the Canadian Tariff, which, while admitting
some farm products free, imjwsed but a low
rate of duly on all others-—{he might say

that scarcely any duties were imposed on
foreign pro*.! >ets)-—and as connection between
the Pacific Coa-st anil the railway systeni ot

'""anada is not likely to l>e a(u;ornpfiBhed so

soon as was at fir.st uinierstcXHl ;

'• And whereas, moreover, the neighbour-
ing poB.se8sion8 of the t^nitetf States of

America overflow with a surpIuH of commo-
dities whicli this Province can produce in

sufficiency for more than itu present need :

*' Therefore, your memorialists respeot-

fulljr ask Uiat your Excellency may 1>e
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