
WHO TOOK TICONDEROGA?
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and thenceforward, until the peace of 1763, these solitudes 
were no longer vexed by savage or civilized warfare.

This question ought to be settled by evidence cotemporary 
with the act. Such evidence is subject to the legal rule, which 
makes admissible the acts and declarations of the parties imme
diately concerned, which, though subsequent to the capture, 
are so directly connected with it as to constitute a part of the 
res gestae. When this evidence is all brought together and 
properly weighed, it is not impossible that doubts, which have 
been suggested by an imperfect examination of the subject, 
will disappear.

Let us first briefly notice one or two conditions applicable to 
this evidence.
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Ticonderoga next demands our attention in its relation to 
our own Revolution. It was the first fortified position won 
from British arms—its capture made revolution a necessity and 
independence sure. Vermonters maintain now, as they always 
have maintained, that this fort was captured by the Green 
Mountain Boys, commanded by their trusted leader, Ethan 
Allen. Within a few years, this claim has been questioned. 
The glory of this achievement has been sought to be awarded 
to an abandoned traitor. Without questioning the motives or 
the research of the advocates of Benedict Arnold, let us try 
here, to-day, upon the very ground itself, to put to rest finally 
and forever, the question—
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