
SENATE

In 1933 tHe four large exporting countries,
narnely Canada, the United States, Australia
and Argcntina, sought to arrive at an inter-
national wheat agreement which wouid solve
ail the problems of producers and consurners.

Hon. Mr. HAIG: Won't yuu let mie be
wrong once in a while?

Hon. Mr. CRERAR: Yes, I arn quite will-
ing to concedo that rnuch. The story is an
interesting eone, and I think I could talk for
at least half an hour about the many atternpts
which were made to bring about a wheat
agreernent. The jdea had its gencsis in 1933
in the city of Washington, and was the
produet, of the fertile imaginations of
economic plaçnners who had neyer grown ani
neyer marketed a bushel of whcat, but whîî
deerned thernselves capable of solving this
great problemn. From that tirne to the present,
effort after effort has been made to bring
about an international wheat agreement.
Heretofore aIl tliese attempts bave failed; and
as to tbe prescnt agr-eernent I arn not nearly
s0 optirniistie or so bopeful as was the honour-
able leader of the government (Hon. Mr.
Robertson), who introduced it ycsterday.

Hoii. Mr. HIOWARD: It is just a start.

Hon. Mr. CRERAR: The fondamental
difficutty. of couri'e, is tbat. îin bringinit
toge.theî' exporting countries and censuming
counitries. vou are endeavoîîring to renrile
two whollv confliciîtng and oppio'ýci interests.
Naturally the exporting countries wisb t.a
secure as gond a price as possible for their
producers of wbeat. No less naturally and
undcî'standably, tlie importing countries want
to bu 'v wheat as cheaply as tlicy can. So, in
ail the-e confercnces--I do not know how
rnany bave been hield-one fincîs this process
of sce-sawing between consumner and pro-
ducer. But apparently, in tbe measure before
us, that difference bias been to some extent
overcorne.

As thc leader of the opposition (Hon. Mr.
Haig) statcd yesterday, the agreement covers
a total of 500 nmillion buslîcls. That arnount
is less than one-tentb of the total wheat pro-
duction of the world.

A nîorent's attention slîould be given to
the tbirtv-three irnporting countries which
bave s;gned the agreement. Who are they?
First in alphabetical order is Afghanistan.
That state hias undertaken to pureliase the
magnificent total of three-quarters of a million
bushels.

In this list I observe five importing countries
which are going te purchase under a million
bushels. Tbe prize goes te Liberia, a country
situated sornewhere in the western part of

Africa. Liberia bas agreed to purchase only
37,000 bushels, ivbich even the warrnest advo-
rates of the agreement will admit is, fot of
much importance. This list shows onîy two
or tlîrec couatries which would be cf any
real value to Canada as substantial outIets for
our wbeat production. What guarantee have
wc that these countries will live up to their
obligations? I searched the agreement from
beginning to end. but nowhere did I flnd any
siigge:stion that a penalty or sanction would be
irnposed if a country defaulted on its part of
the agreement. Let us take a country like-

Hon. Mr. H'AIG: Czechoslovakia.

Hon. 'Mr. CRERAR: No, I arn net taking
Czechoslovakia. 1 shaîl use a better illustra-
tion. Let us take n country like Colombia in
Soutb Amnerica. That country pledged herself
to p'irchase several million bushels of wheat
uoder tlîis agreement. Supposing six months
after tbe agreement is ratified by aIl thîe couin-
tries-if it ever is-Colombia says, 'WTe de
flot like it. Wc can buy wheat clîcaper eisc-
where and w'e are going te do se.' There is
flot one couintry on this li'.t w hicb. if wlicat is
offeî cd to it at a clîcaper price tlîan it lias te
pa iiîndvr the ternis of the agi-cernent, may
1101 pîisl the greinta snlc' anid tlîîre is

ai 01!cvn'oîirg tbat tlîi- gloiified( bedy
'alIcd the Ilitcî'naliional W luat Çùicîl whiî'h

Nvas set up b:.' tue agi'eent ('ti (Io about it,
e ' ýj' h nid nmee't ings a nd pre t -, st and -prind a
gond (IiiaI more of tlîe taxp-avcrs' money

.îboiit w bat it arnounts to.
Anothler significauit fziet is thlat cf the export-

ing cont i îe onlv tlîree are signatiîes
to this Wheat Agreernent: Canada, the
United States and Australia. The Argentine
and Russia are the two other large petential
suppliers cf wheat in the world. Russia will
corne back te 'be a wheat expnrting country
again as she was befoe the first World War.
Suppose tha-t Argentine crops are rather plenti-
f'il and that she effers te seli wlîeat te Italy at
15 or 20 cents a butshel cbeaper than Italy
cocîld buy it under this agreement; and let us
imagine that Italy is hard-pressed for fereign
exehange, as she will be for rnany years te
cerne. Tbere is nothing in this agreernent to
bind Italy, or ether counitries in tue sarne
positien, te carry through their part of the
agreernent. 1 think I arn weli wit.hin 'the rnark
w'bcn I say that the whole agreemnent rests on
a flirnsy and shadowy feundation.

Hon. Mr. HOXVDEN: Weuld the honour-
able senator suggest any means by which this
countr'y could be forced te buy the wheat?


