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SThe member is also, surely awarc, fromn what thec Minister of
Justice bas said, that lic wants to addrcss this issue in two steps:
Uic first stcp being the amendrncnts which he proposed last weck
and which are being undertaken, as you said so wcll, without
first knowing the results of thc 1992 arnendrncnts. The Act is
therefore being reworked again before those results arc even
known. The second step will take the forrn of large-scale
consultations on thc entire young offenders issue, possibly
resulting in a report to Uic Cornrittee on Justice and Legal
Affairs, along with proposed amendmients to the Young Offend-
crs Act. This is just one more snag for thc Young Offenders Act,
whicb was passcd in 1984.

0(1605)

1 have two questions for Uic member, Madam Speaker, which
can be answered quickly. First of all, does Uic rncrbcr find Uiis
to be a normal proccss in dealing with an issue as important as
young offenders? Second, do this process and Uic amendrnents
proposed by Uic minister-altbough she did touch on tbis point
in ber address--conforrn to Quebec's expectations concerning
Uiis issue, and in particular Uic expectations communicatcd very
clearly to thc federal justice minister by thc National Assernbly
and Uic provincial minister of justice?

Mrs. Tremblay: I Uiank rny colîcague for bis congratulations
and bis two questions. The process seerns quite abnormal to me.
If Uic minister had made a carcer in Uic same field as I did, and if
bie bad applied for a grant to bring new amendmcnts without first
awaiting tbe results of a previous amendmcnt, be would neyer
bave got the grant. It makes absolutely no sense to make
amendmcnts without really knowing Uic resuits of previous
aniendments.

In my opinion, therefore, since Uiis is a two-.stage process, it
would be logical for Uic minister to be patient, wait for Uic
second stage and postpone bis bill for Uic time being. He is
sending us on vacation but not sending our young people to jail
as bc 'tocs with this bill. The presumption of transfer to adult
court is a problem Uiat will increase Uic enforcement require-
nients of this Act although he seenis to say somnewhere bctwecn
theclines that it wiil bc posible, for ayone s0 inclined, not to
follow Uic Act and pcrbaps to circumvent it.

Now, as for Qucbec's position, the only Uiing I find to cheer
about in this bill, if one can say anything good about it, is Uiat it
gives me one more argument in favour of voting for Quebec
sovereignty. Once again, Uic federal govcrnment is turning a
deaf ear to Quebec concerning an Act that, wbile it could always
be improved, is working very well in Quebec. The federal
govemment will not wmn points i Quebcc by niaking anxend-
ments snch as these. It is sbowing us again that wc have one
more reason to leave tbis country which is not ours.

[English]

Hon. Ethel Blondin-Andrew (Secretar of State
and Youth)): Madarn Speaker, 1 arn pleased to risc
today in support of the govemment's recent action
down on violent young offenders who commit serio

As a preamble to my speech, we ail have respons
this country that we sbould flot predicate the effect
programs on what our political agendas are. I think
responsibility for the young people of this country anc
of legisiation and the amendmcnts are clearly to a
needs that are there.

I arn happy to be a member of Parliarnent and a ce
member so to speak who will pcrhaps add to a bealthY I

make viable suggestions that would fortify the cou'
people together and canve out a future for young pc
country rather than talk about some rather destrict
that would flot bring any cnjoymcnt or any good be
country sucb as it is.

1 arn pleascd that on June 2 the Minister of JilSI
amendrnents to the Young Offenders Act. These an
recognize the public's growing concerrs about yout]
and demonstrate thc priority this govcrniment places'
ing thc public.

These amendrncnts, by shifting the onus on youflS
take responsibility for their violent crimes, sends a sut
to young people that their actions carry serious cOnW
We are a country that basically wants Canadians to kiil
ail have a rcsponsibility for our country and conseq
our actions.
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However, as thc Minister of Justice made clear, leý
only one part of Uic answer to violence amnofg Y<>Il1
Protecting the public is thc primary and necessaYY Ob.
we must focus our attention on belping Our youflg PC
are to find lasting and effective solutions to youth C

1 arn encouraged to sec that Uic amendmeflts t'
Offenders Act include provisions for the rchabil1

treatment of young offenders in Uie commufity. The
complex questions surrounding youth crime, qu .t'
Standing Committce on Justice and biegal Affal'
examining as part of Uic reformn of the youth justice

I wclcomc the opportunity to work witb ny cOllcal
House to take action on Uic contributing factors to7

violence sucb as unemployment, poveuty' alcoholSWl
substance abuse, faxnily violence, racism and ill1'tl


