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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, June 9, 1994

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
(Englisp)

ASIA PACIFIC FOUNDATION OF CANADA

rH°“° Raymond Chan (Secretary of State (Asia-Pacific)):
i Speaker, T have the honour to table today, in both official
Ou‘mgt?s, the joint report to Parliament of the Asia Pacific
Ndation of Canada.
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 GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

the I Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
haye t}‘:"el‘nment in the House of Commons): Mr. Speaker, I
to Stane honour to table, in both official languages and pursuant

p“-liti(mg.mg Order 36(8), the government’s response to two
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CHINA

qund Chan (Secretary of State (Asia-Pacific)):
€, this past weekend I had the honour of participating
NS to mark the 50th anniversary of D-Day.

tang;

hfd',"g Next to some of the Canadians who sacrificed so
; e"“f freedom I could not help but feel overwhelmed
"‘any Of v Because of them and thousands more like them,

example t:tOm sacrificed their lives, our country is a living
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QQan bujj < € world of how diversity, tolerance and generosity
wahadianSfpeacef“l’ prosperous society. These are the values
® congj,. Ou&ht for in two world wars and these are the values

ue to
(} uphold.
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ycanadial:,end before last I also took part in an event organized
$10 commemorate a group of people who, while not

Canadians, nonetheless sacrificed their lives in the hope of
achieving the values we in Canada hold so dear. I took part in
ceremonies commemorating the fifth anniversary of the tragic
events of Tiananmen Square.

I was honoured to have been asked to lay flowers at the
monument at the University of British Columbia which was
erected by the Alma Mater Society of UBC, the Chinese Student
and Scholar Association of UBC, and the Vancouver Society in
Support of Democratic Movement to commemorate the tragic
events in Tiananmen. Respect for human rights was one of the
principal reasons I became active in Canadian politics and it is
with this philosophy that I am proud to stand as a member of this
government.

As the Minister of Foreign Affairs outlined in a speech last
week, this government has a very clear framework when it
comes to the conduct of our bilateral relations with China. This
framework is based on four pillars: economic partnership;
sustainable development; peace and security; and human rights
and the rule of law. We do not sacrifice one at the expense of the
other. Indeed they are mutually reinforcing. Today I would like
to focus on the human rights pillar.

Respect for human rights is an essential part of Canadian
foreign policy. Our relationship with China cannot be reduced or
simplified to trade versus human rights arguments. We believe
systematic and wide ranging contact will lead to calls within
Chinese society for greater openness and freedom.

Surely there is evidence that increased political flexibility is a
byproduct of economic liberalization, and governments that
have opened their markets to international trade are more
sensitive to the views and reactions of other countries.

An inward looking society that depends little on trade and
international investment is less likely to respond to concerns
raised by foreigners. Trade reduces isolationism. Trade also
expands the scope of international law and generates the eco-
nomic growth required to sustain social change and develop-
ment. Economic liberalization also leads to the pluralization
and the empowering of interest groups in society.

Nevertheless it is imperative that we as a government contin-
ue to raise the matter of human rights with those countries we
believe to be in violation thereof at every opportunity.



