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I hope members will join with me in saluting the efforts of 
this remarkable man in bringing justice to the people of the 
Punjab.

[English]

WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

Mrs. Sharon Hayes (Port Moody—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, a delegation from various government departments 
including Status of Women is now in New York for an interna­
tional conference.

Proposals from the conference will dictate the agenda for the 
fourth UN World Conference on Women to be held in Beijing in 
September 1995. The government has established a $102,000 
bureaucracy to co-ordinate the effort.

The appointed unrepresentative Canadian delegation has pro­
posed an amendment to the conference’s platform for action that 
discrimination based on sexual orientation be recognized as a 
barrier to women.

How could the government justify spending tax dollars to 
promote a policy on the international front that has failed to 
receive approval from grassroots Canadians on the home front?

1 call upon the government to cease and desist from subvert­
ing the democratic process and the rule of law by covertly 
promoting its own agenda on the international stage.

HERITAGE VISION ’95

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in the House today to acknowledge the hard work 
and dedication of a group of my constituents who have taken it 
upon themselves to make a difference in our riding.

They call their initiative Heritage Vision ’95. It brings 
together the communities of Chisholm, Nipissing, Himsworth 
South, Powassan, and interest groups that have united for a 
common cause.

Heritage Vision ’95 plans a community heritage park, includ­
ing an interpretive centre, a tourist information centre, an 
agricultural centre and a refurbished eight-sided rotunda that 
will serve as a band shell. The historic Clark House will be the 
park’s focal point.

Heritage Vision ’95 chair Dennis Andrews and his hard 
working team of volunteers have what it takes to see the project 
through to completion: shared objectives, the will to work 
co-operatively and the desire to persevere with volunteer time, 
labour and motivation to accomplish the goals.

ABORIGINAL VETERANS
• (1405)

Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—Meadow Lake, NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, after months of public hearings, consultations and 
study, a Senate committee has concluded that aboriginal sol­
diers were poorly treated after they returned from the two world 
wars and the Korean war.

The committee now recommends that the federal government 
apologize to aboriginal veterans and create a scholarship fund in 
the name of the thousands of aboriginal soldiers who fought for 
Canada in overseas theatres of war.

I have followed the Senate hearings closely and have listened 
to the testimony of the many veterans who spoke of the difficul­
ties and discrimination they faced after they returned.

Now that the Senate committee has confirmed what the 
Minister of Veterans Affairs has long denied, I hope the federal 
government will take its own initiative and begin the process 
that will adequately address the grievances so well articulated 
by aboriginal veterans during the past year.

Community spirit starts and grows because small groups of 
people wholeheartedly believe that they can make a difference. 
Heritage Vision ’95 will do just that.

[Translation]

MEMBER FOR HALIFAX

Mr. Maurice Godin (Châteauguay, BQ): Mr. Speaker, dur­
ing a recent debate, the parliamentary secretary to the Minister 
of Citizenship and Immigration said that the physicians who 
approved the use, by Silken Laumann, of a certain drug, banned 
by the Olympic organization, which resulted in her losing her 
medal, had to be Spaniards.

This comment has, rightfully, offended the Spanish speaking 
community of Quebec and Canada. The present dispute between 
Spain and Canada over turbot stocks must not be used as a 
pretext to insult people of Spanish descent whose contribution 
to the development of Quebec and Canada is very important.

The Bloc Québécois is denouncing this unacceptable com­
ment by the parliamentary secretary which is tarnishing the 
image of Quebec and Canada, countries which have always 
welcomed immigrants from all over the world.

* * *

HUMAN RIGHTS

Ms. Colleen Beaumier (Brampton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I ask 
all members to join me in welcoming three distinguished human 
rights activists to Parliament Hill. Ajit Singh Bains, Jasdev


