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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, January 18,1994

[English]

Ladies and Gentlemen, Honourable Members of the Senate, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the House of Commons.

The two and a half years that have passed since I last had the 
pleasure of addressing Parliament have brought many changes, 
to Canada and to the world. Our hopes for global peace have 
been raised and, in many places, shattered. In some countries 
today, democracy is under stress, its future uncertain.

Canadians, however, continue their unwavering commitment 
to democracy. Elections in this country are carried out as 
peaceful clashes of ideas, not of forces. The very fact that we are 
gathered in this chamber is, itself, testimony to the durability 
and wisdom of the process by which we govern ourselves.

Once again, we look forward to welcoming Her Majesty. This 
year she will travel to Nova Scotia and the Northwest Territo­
ries, and to British Columbia, where she will open the 1994 
Commonwealth Games.
[Translation]

On October 25,1993, Canadians chose a new Parliament and a 
new government. The Government has made a number of 
commitments to the people of Canada. They will be implement-

Prayers

[Translation]

OPENING OF SESSION
A message was delivered by the Gentleman Usher of the 

Black Rod as follows:
Mr. Speaker, it is the desire of His Excellency the Governor General of Canada 

that this honourable House attend him immediately in the Chamber of the 
honourable the Senate.

Accordingly, the Speaker with the House went up to the 
Senate Chamber.
• (1540)

And the House being returned to the Commons Chamber:

The Speaker: I have the honour to report that the House 
having attended on His Excellency the Governor General in the 
Senate Chamber, I informed His Excellency that the choice of 
Speaker had fallen upon me. On your behalf, I made the usual 
claim for your privileges which His Excellency was pleased to 
confirm to you. ed.

On opening the first session of this Parliament, and on behalf 
of the Government, I make the following brief statements of 
government policy, which will be followed by legislation and 
other proposals by the Prime Minister and Ministers them­
selves.

The agenda of the Government is based on an integrated 
approach to economic, social, environmental and foreign policy.
[English]

In order to achieve this agenda, integrity and public trust in 
the institutions of government are essential.

My Ministers will insist upon integrity, honesty and openness 
on the part of those who exercise power on behalf of Canadians.

Specifically, an ethics counsellor will be appointed to advise 
Ministers and government officials and to examine the need for 
legislative change. Legislation will be placed before you to 
increase the transparency of the relations between lobbyists and 
the Government.

OATHS OF OFFICE
Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister) moved for 

leave to introduce Bill C-l, respecting the administration of 
oaths of office.

(Motion agreed to and bill read the first time.)

• (1545)

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE
The Speaker: I have the honour to inform the House that 

when this House did attend His Excellency this day in the Senate 
Chamber, His Excellency was pleased to make a speech to both 
Houses of Parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have obtained a 
copy, which is as follows:


