
Inquiries of the Ministry
Canadian government to ensure the deveiop-
ment of the Canadian economy, and the min-
ister replied that that was one of their con-
cerns, but flot their primary concern. This
gave me cause for grave misgivings.

I hope that at some time we shall be told
specifically what was agreed on between the
Canadian government members and their
United States counterparts.

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
MIDDLE EAST-POSSIBLE ACCEPTANCE BY

CANADA 0F ARAB REFUGEES

On the orders of the day:
Hon. Michael Starr (Ontario): Mr. Speaker,

1 wish to direct a question to the Prime
Minister. Is there any authenticity to the re-
port which appeared in the Globe and Mail
this morning that Canada has agreed ta ac-
cept 40,000 Arab refugees? If this report is
correct can the Prime Minister enlarge on the
matter. Can he tell us whether Canada wiil
bear the full cost of this humanitarian action.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. As the hon.
member knows, he cannot ask about the ac-
curacy of a press statement. He can ask a
question directly. I am sure we can assume
that the question has been asked directly.

Righl Hon. L. B. Pearson (Prime Minister):
Mr. Speaker, I think I may be permitted ta
assume that the question was asked of me
directly. I must answer it by saying that there
is no foundation to the report on which. this
question was based.

Mr. S±arr: A suppiementary question, Mr.
Speaker. Should the government feel motivat-
ed to take action such as this will the Prime
Minister assure us that first, before any deci-
sion is made, the matter wili be brought
before the House of Commons for its deliber-
ation?

Mr. Pearson: Certainly, Mr. Speaker, the
house will have an opportunity to discuss an
important matter of this kind. I do not wish
to give the impression that any decision on
this matter of taking refugees is imminent.
For one thing, the Arab states take a very
unfavourabie view toward other countries
receiving refugees from that area, at this
time. The matter must be arranged not only
in ca-operation with the government of Israel,
where the refugees-or where a lot of them
at least-are at the present time, but with the
governments of the Arab states themselves.

[Mr. Cameron (Nanaimo-Cowlchan-The Islands).]

COMMONS DEBATESJue2.16

The response of Arab refugees outside that
area can only be one factor in deaiing with
the refugee probiem. But there is fia likeli-
hood of a decision being made immediately
with regard to this matter; it will require a
great deal of negotiatian on an international
basis.

Mr. S±arr: Would the government give an
assurance that no decision will be made
before the subject has been debated in the
House of Commons?

Mr. Pearson: If the House of Commons
were not sitting, and agreement was reached
between ail concerned that this would be an
important step in dealing with the refugee
problem, I am sure the hon. member would
wish us ta play our part. But I can assure him
that if the bouse is sitting no decision would
be reached until hon. members had been con-
sulted.

Mr. W. B. Nesbitt <Oxford>: Did I hear the
Prime Minister correctly as saying that the
gavernments of the Arab states wilI be con-
sulted befare any Arab refugees wha are at
present under the jurisdictian of Israel could
come ta Canada? Do nat the people them-
selves have some say in the matter?

Mr. Pearson: Yes, but if refugees are in
Arab territory, surely it is normal for the
Arab states ta be cansulted and many of these
refugees are there at the present time.

Mr. Nesbif±: Wouid the government give
consideration ta means of making sure that
any refugees of this nature wha might came
ta Canada would be given adequate training
immediately after their arrivai, Sa that they
wouid not face unemployment?

Mr. Pearson: 0f course, if as part o! an
international plan we agreed ta accept a
quota of refugees of this kind we would have
ta take the responsibility for making it possi-
ble for themn ta take their places in Canadian
society. This wouid require training in a great
many cases.

EXTERNAL AID
MIDDLE EAST-FURTHER CONTRIBUTION

TO UNRWA
On the orders of the day:
Mr. David Lewis (York South): I have a

reiated question for the Prime Minister. In
view o! the seriaus plight of refugees in the
middle east and the announcement in the
United Nations general assembly a couple of
days ago that the United Kingdam bas made
an additional contribution of, if I remember
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