
HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Wednesday, June 16, 1948

The bouse met at eleven o'clock.

PRIVILE
MR. DECHENE-REFERENCE TO REPORT IN

EDMONTON "BULLETIN" 0F

FEBRUAE.&Y 26

Mr. J. M. DECHENE (Athabaska): Mr.
Speaker, may I rise to a question of privi-
lege? I shall be as brief as possible. I do
not think anyone can accuse me of ever taking
Up the time of the house, or of the coin-
mittees, uselessly. That may be because I
have reached the age where I realize the value
of time and the reasons for flot wasting it.
Therefore 1 shall fot encroach on it now, nor
shall I encroach on eternity, as is sometimes
done in this house.

What I arn going to speak about is some
thing that bas just corne to my knowledge.
although it happened several weeks ago. A
friend of mine in Athabaska sent me a copy
of the Edmonton Bulletin of February 26,
1948. on the front page of whicb appears in
big block letters, "Fear of Reds silences M.P.
in sabotage plot." That refers to mne. Under-
neath tbe headlines the article appears. I
have neyer been afraid of anybody, neitber
reds, this man, nor the group he represents.
This article is an entire fabrication. I have
only one word to describe it, and wbat it did
to me. Tbe man wbo wrote this is a liar. I
hate to use that language. I shall not lose my
temper, Mr. Speaker, but in tbe last election
in Athabaska a communist candidate ran. He
received more votes than tbe Conservatives
did in Athabaska in 1945. Wbile I abbor
communism and everytbing it stands for, I
have many good frîends among these people
in Atbabaska, whorn 1 consider to be more
reliable and more dependable than the man
wbo wrote that article witbout any basis of
truth in it. Unless it is corrected, the man
who wrote the article sbould be called before
the bar of the bouse. The paper wbicb pub-
lished the article sbould retract it witb the
saine prominence as to heading and type tbat
was used wben it was published.

The man who wrote this article asked me
for an interview, wbich I refused. I told him
I had notbing more to say. I asked him to
look up Hariserd, and if hie bad anything to
say about wbat I bad said bie colild use

Hansard as the basis for bis remarks. In spite
of my refusai to grant an interview tbis article
was publisbed. That is my point.

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
SECOND REPORT 0F STANDING COMMITTRE

Second report of standing commîttee on
external affairs-M-r. Bradette.

REFERENCE 0F CERTAIN ESTIMATES TO COMMITTEE

0F SUPPLY

Rigbt Hon. L. S. ST. LAURENT (Secretary
of State for External Affairs) moved:

That items 52 to 67, both inclusive, of the
estimates for 1948-49., approved and reported on
by the standing committee on external affairs,
be referred to the committee of supply.

Motion agreed to.

QUESTIONS
(Questions answered orally are indicated hy

an asterisk).

DIEPPE AND HONG KONG-RECOGNITION 0F

MEMBERS OF ARMSJ> FORCES

Mr. BROWN:
Wbat consideration la being given and action

taken in striking a medal or giving other special
recognition to members of the armed forces wbo
participated in military engagements at Dieppe
and Hong Kong d.uring world war II?

Mr. LAPOINTE: Members of the armed
forces wbo served in tbe Dieppe operation are
granted the 1939-45 Star, and those who served
at Hong Kong are granted the 1939-45 Star
and the Pacific Star. It was not the practice
of this or other allied countries in the second
world war to issue service medals especially in
respect of any particular engagement.

In this connection it may be pointed out
tbat in addition to the award. of Campaign
Stars, special personal recognition was given to
personnel wbo served in the Dieppe operation
and at Hong Kong as follows:-

Dieppe-
Victoria Cross........
Distinguisbed Service Order .. 19
Military Cross .. .... .... 29
Dîstinguished Conduet Medal.. 20
Military Medal .. .... ..... 65
Mentions-in-Dispatches. .150

Total....285


