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Mr. RALSTON: You mean before hie goeq
to one of these camps?

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Ves. Is it the ability
ta read and write?

Mr. RALSTON: The army examiner at the
depot, recruiting centre or induction centre
examines tPe mail and decides whether or not
bis mental capacity is sucb that hae would be
able ta absorb training and give promise of
becoming a useful soldier. If that is; decided,'
the army examiner inakes bis report accord-
ingly and the man goes ta the centre, where
the officer in charge bas that knowledge of bis
qualifications and knows what hie requires in
the xvay of special attention. I arn also re-
minded that not at North Bay, net at Joliette,
Put throughout the camps tPe diractorate of
army education which is under Colonel
Kilpatrick, who is known ta a great many hon.
members, bas the benefit of tPe belp and ca-
operation of the Canadian Legion educational
services, xxhich, as hon. members know, bas
been operating in Canada and overseas ever
sînce the heginning of the war. An attampt
bas Peen made ta connect the legion services
and those services wbicb perbaps the army Pas
more facilities to furnish, and put them ta-
gether in tPe shape of something which would
Pc useful primarily ta makae a man a Patter
soldier-and I want ta impress this upon the
committee-Pacause that is tPe army's job;
Put tlîat effort cannot belp Put have its affect
in fitting a man ta Pc a better citizen as well.
They are not given the frilis or the embroid-
ery; tbey are gix-en good, sound education
whicb xviii lielp tbem bath in the army and in
civilian life.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: Could tPe minister give
tPe percentaga of tPe mon enlisting in Canada
xvbo are classed as illitarata?

Mr. RALSTON: 1 cannot giva that at tPe
moment, but I will sec if I can get it.

Mý'r. GRAYDON: I should lika ta make
onc observation in respect of a îîatteî xxhidli
caine up a few moments ago, as ta tPe tîse
of the medical tprmn "enmotienal instability".
It seeins ta ni(0 that in connectien xxith those
who rettîrn from overseas xvbo may roe
xxitbin that classification xve should givo soe
considoration te the use of anotiier expression,
perbaps that xxPich xxas stîgge,.texl h tPe hon.
mnembor for Renfrexv Souîth. I think aur mon
wh-o camre back sîîtiering citlior temporarily
or pormanentl '- frein that condition -lîouid be
rogarded as xvar-slîock casualties inistcad .of
Poing called "emotionally unstable" or con-
siderod ta Pav e somne mental incapacity.
Pecause it seems ta me there is a vast differ-
ence. 1 think, we owe that much ta the men
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whio hiave gone through so much in the air,
on land and at sea, and, I should like to offer
that suggestion to the minister. I believe
some other terni should bc uscd in order ta
remove any vestige of stigma in that regard.
I think the expression "w-ar shock" wouid be
proper and appropriate in that connection.

Mr. RALSTON: Sa far .xe have been using
the terni in connection with men who have
been rejected, flot in regard ta men who have
been discharged; 1 want to point that out.

Mr. ROýSS (Souris): 1 should like ta ask
whether in the inedîcal examination given ta
a person offering ta enlist, a thorough examina-
tien is made for venereal disease and, if nlot,
why it is flot considered feasible ta do so.

Mr. RALSTON: I have discussed this mat-
te-r Pefure the commnittee on previous occa-
siens. As xxas indicated in a return brought
down, tPe situation is that the Wassermann
test is flot adlministercd at the time of enlist-
ment. TPe cernmittce wlvI recegnize, and we
are se adx ised Pv tPe meclicat authorities, that
tlîis is net niecessary; that is ta say, a man
does net need ta hav"e a ne-ative Wassermann
test te Pc qualified ta o ad(i-iitted, ta tPe armiy
or any other of the armed serv ices. Theo point
is ta dîscox or Pis condition, if lie should Pave
aptxa reactien. and ta ste that hae is
treated premptly. What tPe arîny lias donc
is te arrange ai put into effect a system
wlicreby men xviii he gixen a Wassermann tes-t
as sean as: p-siblc after enlistiment. I may
sav that positive reactions do net ala ays indi-
cate vil.s, or v.d.g.; Put, thoe who have
positive reactions are immcdiately put under
oPsertation. and if tPe disease exists, tPcy are
given prompt trcaîrnent. TPe principal
pli'vsical equipment nieressary in connection
with tPie W'as"ermann test is flie laboratory
ecliiipmcrit; ws my hion. fricnd knows. it simply
(-onsists of taking a samplo of tPe Plood, and
the lahoratory facilities arc ii"e( ta test the
1)100( and kecp proper records. Arrangements
Ptv-e. 1 tlîin, houa mnade xxitlî every proxvinca
wborohby provincial laharatorics are to be
placcd at the disposai of the arniod forces. and
tliose facilities are Peing made availablo. I am
Pioping fliat Pv Juix- of this year xx' sbahl have
facilitits throuîghoîît Canada for making
hctwcen three and foin, Ptndred thousand tests
a yroar. In that cannetion I jeîst wish ta say
tPat soe people have the idea there Pas been
ne Wassermanu test i0 tPe army. There Pas
net Paon a universal W'assermann test. but
I am told thora have Peen exer 143,000
Wassermann tosts made by the Dapartment
cf Pensionsý amIl National llealth as well as
the armiv, proaaly cluring the last ana and a
haîf ta txvo vears.


