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Mr. MICHAUD: The hon. minister said
that the minimum increase would be $50.
A man with a salary of $500 ought ta get
the maximum increase. Has he any
chance?

Mr. REID: It depends upon circum-
stances. We have men getting $200, $300,
or, perhaps, $500 a year. They are customs
officers at smnall places where it would
hârdly pay ta keep a permanent officer ta
do the work, and they do not give their
entire time ta the -work. These men are
nat as likely ta get the increase as those
-who depend entirely on these salaries for a
living.

Mr. McCRANEY: I would like ta say a
word ta the minister with reference ta the
duty on pure alcohal, which is used in pub-
lic hospitals.

Mr. REID: If the hon, gentleman is re-
ferring ta a change in the tarifi, that re-
lates ta the F~inance Department, and not
ta my department. The Finance Minister
makes thoe tariff.

Mr. MOCRANEY: Does the ininister in
his department not deal with the question
of free alcohol, as well as the Inlland
Revenue Department?

Mr. REID: We only deal with it -as stated
in the tarifi. We do flot change the tariff.
The hon. gentleman can see the item, and
that item has been passed by Parliament

Mr. McCRANEY: I want ta discuss a
memorandum -which I have received from
the superintendent ai the Saskatoon Hos-
pital, if I may do so. I have a resolution
on the Order Paper calling for correspond-
enee, but I shall not be able ta get on with
that, and perhaps the rninister will permit
me ta place this memorandum on Hansard,

and he may -give me some an-
9 p.m swer when the item comes *up

again. It appears the duty on
proof alcohol is $2.42 per proof gallon ta
wholesale liquor houses, and charitable in-
stitutions pay $3 per proof gallon.

Mr. REID: That is imported alcohol.

Mr. McCRANEY: The letter does nat say
whether it is inland revenue or customs.

Mr. REID: I think the bon. gentleman is
referring- ta the Inland Revenue Depart-
ment.

Mr. McORANEY « That may ibe Sa.

Mr. REID: But it is all right; the hon.
gentleman oan make bis statement.

Mr. McCRANEY: The chairnsan ai the
Board ai Governars ai the Saskatoon Muni-
cipal Hospital sends me this memorandum
giving reasons for remitting duties on al-
cohodl:

(1) Ail hospitals throughaut Canada are
flnding it a great hardship In paying the prices
denmanded for pure aicohol, one of the most
necessary drugs used in the preparation of
patients for surgical operatians, in the treat-
ment of wounds, and for bathing purposes.

(2) The reason -given for the exorbitant pries
demanded is the excessive excise duty imposed
an same by the Dominion Government.

(3) Haspitals are losing huge sums every
year In the treatment of the sick. In our own
small hospital (100 beds), we have an annual
loss of from $15,000 ta $20,000.

(4) Statistica show that the average cost per
patient per day ta hospitals throughout the
Dominion runs from $ 2.15 to $2.50. The Do-
minion Government have only paid $1.50 per
day for saldiers. their wards. They have not
allowed extras for aperating-room fees, or ex-
pensive drugs.

(5) Where alcohol is used in any quantlty,
or any other expensive drug, hospitals are cam-
pelled ta charge the patient for same, there-
fore it increases th(? cost ta patients, and there-
by puts a penalty on sickness.

(6) Thirty to farty per cent of patients
treated in public hospitals are unable ta pay
anythlng, and In consequence the hospitals have
ta bear the entire burden.

(7) Is it necessary ta obtain revenue from
the sick and aifiicted, particularly when aur
universities are allowed the privilege of im-
parting anything they require for experimental
and teaching purposee? Public hospitals, we
consider. should have the same privileges ex-
tended theni as aur universities are receiving.

(5) The 'United States Government allows ail
hospitals alcahal tax free......

(9) From the goad work aur public hospitals
are doing, more especially as they are losing
thousands of dollars annually, we consider the
Dominion Government should allow, not only
alcahol, but ail hospital supplies ta be imported
free of duty.

That is eigned an behaîf ai the board of
governors by John A. Valens, M.D., chair-
man, and John Ryan, secretary. At Sas-
katoon ve harve the University ai Bas-
katchewan. which imports. alcohol for ex-
perimental purpases in its laboratory. The
hospital autharities have sent me a capy
of an invaiceofa a barrel ai alcahol. It
reads:

Purity Distllling Ca.
Division of

U.S. Industrial Alcohol Ca.,
915-955 Cambridge St., East Cambridge, Ma,,;.

1 barrel ethyt alcohol, serial. No.
138343-proaf 190-48.10 gallons

at .80 .. .................. $ 38.48
Duty pald In Saskatoon, i2 O.P. gal-

lons at $3...........186.00
7 à per cent war tax on $38.48 . 2.85
Freight from Boston .. ........... 5.57
Delivery charges.............50

$2.33.40
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