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that in the first year of Liberal adminis-

tration we would have an expenditure of

at least forty million dollars. He will be

glad to learn, I hope, that the expenditure

of that year amounted to only $38,349,759.
My hon. friend said that he could appeal
with confilence to the great arbiter, time, to
decide these things. Well, the great arbiter
has given judgment, and has given judgment
against my hon. friend and in favour of the
Administration. I suppose it would be toco
much te expect of my hon. friends opposite
that they will take the cheerful view which

we, on this side, are disposed to take of the

prospects of the country under a Liberal
Administration. 1 suppose it is even pos-
sible that their sense of duty may oblige
them to continue to draw the same alarming
picture of the future under Liberal rule.
We, on this side, will have to comfort our-
selves with the thought, when we have

these alarming predictions, that time, the |

great arbiter, will continue to decide against
my hon. friends and in favour of the present
Administration.

I have given some figures respecting the,

consumption on spirits and intoxicating li-
quors, but it has occurred to me that, in

view of the agitation on the subject of pro-

hibition, which is likely to be continued and

to take a more emphatic shape at an early |

day, there will be frequent references, no
doubt, to the amount of duty and the reve-
sues of the various departments of the
Government arising from the liquor traffic.
1 think that. therefore, it might be conveni-

ent to include in the Budget a statement;
showing exactly what are the revenues de-!

rived from that source. The statement is

for the year 1896-97.

Quantity. Duty.

Custons—

Ale. beer, &c...Galls. 327,216 $ 65,245 30
Excise—

Malt .....oc0nnnn Lbs. 68,443,353 1,026,652 13
Customs—-

Spirits and wines.G’ls. 1,396,136 2,406,529 81
Excise—

Spirits  ......... Galls. 2,782 514 4,732,506 19

Or,

CUSLOIMS . vvereevssceanscoranons $2,471,775 11

EXCISE ..veecencasses eeeenaena 5,759,158 32

Summing it up, we find that the revenues re-

000

from this source, and keeping in mind that

‘after 1st July the preferential feature of our

tariff obtains its full development and con-
sequently there will be a slight check in the
imports in May and Jume, I think I am
within the mark when I estimate the cus-

'toms revenue at $21,000,000, as against last

year’s yield of $19,478,247. From excise, I do
not expect to receive more than $8,000,000, as
compared with $9,170,378 received last year,
on account of various disturbing causes. As
between the two years, there is no doubt our
revenue this year from that source will be
less. From miscellaneous sources I antici-

pate our revenue will be $10,300,000; or

$39,300,000 in all.

So much for the revenue. On the other
hand, the actual expenditure up to the 3ist
Maich on account of consolidated fund

'amounted to $22,987,258, which is just on

about a level with last year, if we take into
account the fact that there is a quarter’s
post oilice expenditure of last year which
does not appear this year but will come iu
at a later stage of the accountis. YWe must
add to the outlay against us the expendi-
tures which will be imposed upon us in con-
nectionr with the opening of the Yukon dis-
trict and the maintenauce of law and order
in that territory. So, to be on the safe side,
I put the total comnsolidated fund expendi-
ure for the current fiscal year at $38,750,000.
If this estimate proves correct, and if we re-
ceive the estimated revenue of $39,300,000,

i the business of this year, closing the 30th

June pext, will end with a surplus of §550,-

, .ry aim and expectation in that respect
are that we shall have in this current year

‘a surplus which will wipe out the deficit of
: 1ast year, and leave a balance, possibly even

a larger balance than I would now care to
state, on the right side. I feel confident that
this is a safe and conservative estimate of
the result of the year’s operations. Some
features of the year’s business have been so
abnormal, there has developed such buoy-

ancy in trade, that I should not be surprised

‘if the outcome of the year should be more
' favourable than I have indicated. The total

i consolidated fund expenditure for the current

year I have just estimated at $38,750,000, or

: some $400,000 over last year’s actual expendi-

celved from these sources are: Customs, |
$2,471,775.11 ; excise, $5,759,158.32, making !

a total revenue from that source of $8,230,-
933.43.

So far, Sir, I have dealt with the financial
year ending June last. Now, let us turn
our attention to the cuirent year, of which
pine months bhave elapsed. With this
elapsad period as a basis of calculation, I
shall endeavour to estimate what our posi-
tion will probably be on the 30th June next.
Up to 31st March last, according to the
latest statements we have obtained, our cus-
toms revenue awounts to $16,111,029.82.

Making due allowance for the increase we
have lately been experiencing in the receipts
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ture. The reasons for this are to be found in
the additional interest on the public debt that

i has to be paid on account of the loan of last

autumn, the necessary outlay in connection
with the opening up of the Yukon district,
an increased outlay resulting from a vigor-
ous policy to be pursued in the Department
of Agriculture, and alse in the branch of the
Department of the Interior which has spe-
cial reference to immigration. The exten-
sion of the Intercolonial Railway to Mont-
real will also go to swell our gress expendi-
ture, although I am assured by my hon.
friend the Minister of Raliways that the in-
creased outlay will be offset by increased re-
ceipts that will accrue from the working of



