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8 Characterization of the wastes and their constituents shall take into
account:

5 origin, total amount, form and average composition;

2 properties: physical, chemical, biochemical and biological;

3 toxicity;

4 persistence: physical, chemical and biological; and

5 accumulation and biotransformation in biological materials or

sediments.
ACTION LIST

9 Each Contracting Party shall develop a national Action List to provide

a mechanism for screening candidate wastes and their constituents on the basis
of their potential effects on human health and the marine environment. In
selecting substances for consideration in an Action List, priority shall be given
to toxic, persistent and bioaccumulative substances from anthropogenic sources
(e.g., cadmium, mercury, organohalogens, petroleum hydrocarbons, and,
whenever relevant, arsenic, lead, copper, zinc, beryllium, chromium, nickel and
vanadium, organosilicon compounds, cyanides, fluorides and pesticides or their
by-products other than organohalogens). An Action List can also be used as a
trigger mechanism for further waste prevention considerations.

10 An Action List shall specify an upper level and may also specify a
lower level. The upper level should be set so as to avoid acute or chronic effects
on human health or on sensitive marine organisms representative of the marine
ecosystem. Application of an Action List will result in three possible categories
of waste:

i | wastes which contain specified substances, or which cause
biological responses, exceeding the relevant upper level shall
not be dumped, unless made acceptable for dumping through
the use of management techniques or processes;



