
74

the United Nations in promoting arms limitation and disarmament, as well as in maintaining international
peace and security,

Recognizing also the importance of the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction,

, 1. Recognizes that an increased level of openness and transparency in the field of armaments would
enhance confidence, promote stability, help States to exercise restraint, ease tensions and strengthen
regiônal and international peace and security;

2. Declares its determination to prevent the excessive and destabilizing accumulation of arms,
including conventional arms, in order to promote stability and strengthen regional or international peace
and security, taking into account the legitimate security needs of States and the principle of undiminished
security at the lowest possible level of armaments;

3. Reaffirms the inherent right to individual or collective self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the
Charter of the United Nations, which implies thât States also have the right to acquire arms with which to
defend themselves;

4. Reiterates its conviction. as expressed in its resolution 43/75I, that arms transfers in all their
aspects deserve serious consideration by the international community, inter alia, because of

La) Their potential effects in further destabilizing areas where tension and regional conflict threaten
international peace and security and national security;

(b) Their potentially negative effects on the progress of the peaceful social and economic
development of all peoples;

(ç) The danger of increasing illicit and covert arms trafficking;
5. Calls upon all Member States to exercise due restraint in exports and imports of conventional

arms, particularly in situations of tension or conflict, and to ensure that they have in place an adequate
body of laws and administrative procedures regarding the transfer of arms and to adopt strict measures for
their enforcement;

6. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General for his study on ways and means of promoting
transparency in international transfers of conventional arms, which also addressed the problem oftthe illicit
arms trade;

7. Re uests the Secretary-General to establish and maintain at United Nations Headquarters in New
York a universal and non- discriminatory Register of Conventional Arms, to include data on international
arms transfers as well as information provided by Member States on military holdings, procurement
through national production and relevant policies, as set out in paragraph 10 below and in accordance with
procedures and input requirements initially comprising those set out in the annex to the present resolution
and subsequently incorporating any adjustments to the annex decided upon by the General Assembly at its
forty-seventh session in the light of the recommendations of the panel referred to in paragraph 8 below;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance of a panel of governmental technical
experts to be nominated by him on the basis of equitable geographical representation, to elaborate the
technical procédures and to make any adjustments to the annex to the present resolution necessary for the
effective operation of the Register, and to prepare a report on the modalities for early expansion of the
scope of the Register by the addition of further categories of equipment and inclusion of data on military
holdings and procurement through national production, and to report to the General Assembly at its
forty-seventh session;

9. Calls u on all Member States to provide annually for the Register data on imports and exports of
arms in accordance with the procedures established by paragraphs 7 and 8 above;

10. Invites Member States, pending the expansion of the Register, also to provide to the
Secretary-General, with their annual report on imports and exports of arms, available background
information regarding their military holdings, procurement through national production and relevant
policies, and requests the Secretary-General to record this material and to make it available for consultation
by Member States at their request;

11. Decides, with a view to future expansion, to keep the scope of and participation in the Register
under review, and, to this end:


