
[Enclosure No. 2. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir L West. 
FOREIGN OTEICE, 10th August, 1887. 

Snr,—I have to inform you that a telegram haa been received from the Corn-
mander-inChief of Her Majesty's Naval Forces in the Pacific, dated Victoria, uritieh 
Columbia, on the 7th instant, from which it appears that an American revEnue 
vessel had seized three more British Columbian eealing schooners when a long 
distance from land, and tbat they bad been taken to Sitka. Be further stated that 
noverai  other vessels in sight from Sitka were being towed in. 

It will be within your recollection that in the correspondence which has recently 
-taken place in regard to  the  previous seizures of three British vessels by the United 
States revenue cruiser " Corwin," Mr. Bayard stated in a note dated the 3rd Feb-
ruary (a copy of which accompanied your despatch No. 34 of the following day), 
that " without conclusion at this time of day of any questions which may be found to 
be involved in these cat-es of seizure, orders have been issued by the President's direc-
lion for the discontinuance of all pending proceedings, the discharge of the vessels 
referred to, and the release of all persons under arrest in connection therewith." 

I request that you will at once communicate with the United States Government 
ms to the nature of the information which has reached them in regard to these further 
%seizures of British vessels by the United States authorities. 

You will at the ERRIO time Fay that  Ber  Majesty's Government had apeumed, in 
-view of the assurance conveyed to you in Mr. Bayard's note of the 3rd February 
last, that pending a conclusion of the discussion between the twr Governments on 
the general question involved, no further similar seizures of British vessels would be 
=lade by order of the United States Government. 

I am, &c., 

[Enclosure No. 3. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir .L. S. West. 
Forams OFFICE, 10th August, 1887. 

Sru,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 196, of the 12th 
-ultimo; enclosing printed copies of the records in the United States District Court for 
Ibo district of Alaska, in the cases of the British Columbian sealing schooners 

ig  Onward, Carolina and Thornton." 
I ehould be glad if you'would inform me whether the ovhiers or masters of any of 

'tires° vessels have entered an appeal against the judgments delivered by the 
Court, and whether, if they have not already done So, such a course is still open to 
them. 

It is alEo desirable that  Ber Majesty'e Government should be furnished with a 
full report of tbe proceedings at the trials of the masters which resulted in their con-
viction and sentence to imprisonment and fine. 

I have further to request that you will endeavor to aecertain and report to me 
-when it is probable that the appeals referred to in your deepatches  Nos.  88 and 113 
of the 2nd April, 1887, and of the 6th May, 1887, respectively, of the cwners of the 
American ehips which were seized on similar grour de, will come on for hearing, and 
whether any arrangement Las been or can tcw, in your opinion, advantageously be 
made between the cwrers of the British and American veesels on the one side and 
the Government of the United States on the other, that  one of these cases should be 
regarded  as a teet case, by which, in eo far as the American legal tribunals are con-
cerned, the remaining cases might be held to be concluded. 

It must, hrwever, be clearly understood that any euch arrangement, if made, 
enly affect the legal remedies which were open to the masters and owners of 

these veseels in the American courts and would in no degree limit the right of Ber 
 Majealy's Government, after all ench,legal remedies were considered to be exhausted 
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SALISBURY. 


