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Metal pallet manufacturers should consider the present Austraian market as

small, with strong competition from both timber and plastic pallets but Wth a

growing recognition in conditions of hard wear and diffiuit storage areas,

where timber and plastic pallets faîl to maintain performance. Metalpallet

manufactuer service a clientele which has pariicular needs for greater

protection, flexibility in size, coltapsible walls and vaiying design, based on a

'post type" product. The market for this type of pallet is steadil>' increasing.

An>' manufacturer considering expoirtto Australia should ensure that their

product complies to relevant Australian standards. Copies of these standards

ma>' be obtainedfromn the Sydney Consulate.

B) Madoet Omeview

The Australian market for materials handling equipment will become more

competitive over the next few years due to a slowing in the economy and a

expected declîne in the $A exchange rate, which wl!! adverse>' effect demand for

imported equipment. Mitigating against this to some eatent will be the phased

reduction in impoil duties on material handling equipinentfrom 25%-300% to


