
yi aurice F. Strong was born in Oak Lake, 
Manitoba, in 1929. From 1948 to 1966, he 
served in investment and senior 

management positions with corporations in the 
energy and financial sectors. 

In 1966, Mr. Strong resigned as president of 
Power Corporation of Canada to head Canada's 
External Aid Office, later reorganized as the 
Canadian  International Development Agency. From 
November 1970 until December 1972, Mr. Strong was 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment. He then became the first 
Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme. Mr. Strong retu rned to 
Canada as President, Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Petro-Canada (1976-78). He served as 
Chairman of the International Energy Development 
Corporation from 1980 to 1983 and of the Canada 
Development Investment Corporation from 1982 
to 1984. 

Since 1985, he has been an Under-Secretary-
General of the United Nations. In 1985 and 1986, he 
was concurrently Executive Co-ordinator of the 
United Nations Office for Emergency Operations in 
Africa and a member of the World Commission on 
Environment and Development. More recently, he 
was Secretary-General of the 1992 United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development. 

Over the years, he has also been involved in 
voluntary work with various organizations and 
institutes that deal with development, environmental 
and humanitarian issues. He has received numerous 
conservation and humanitarian awards as well as 
honorary doctorates from 29 universities. Maurice 
Strong is an officer of the Order of Canada and a 
member of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada. 


