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Paragraph 181

Also important are the dissemination of information to rural women through
national information campaigns, using all available media and established women's
groups; the exposure of local populations to innovation and creativity through
open-air films, talks, visits to areas where needs are similar, and demonstrations
of scientific and technological innovationsl the participation of women farmers in
research and information campaignst and the involvement of women in technical
co-operation among developing countries and the exchange of information.

Paragraph 182

Rural women's access to land, capital, technology, know-how and other
productive resources should be secured. Women should be given full and effective
rights to land ownership, registration of land titles and allocation of tenancies
on irrigation or settlement schemes and should also benefit from land reform.
Women's customary land and inheritance rights under conditions of land shortage,
land improvement or shifts into cash-cropping should be protected. Implementation
of inheritance laws should be modified so that women can inherit a fair share of
livestock, agricultural machinery and other property. Women's access to investment
finance to increase their productivity and income should be supported by removing
legal and institutional restrictions and by promoting waaen's savings groups and
co-operatives and intermediary institutions, as well as training in and assistance
with financial management, savings and investments and reallocation of land
resources, with priority placed on production, especially of staple foods.

Paragraph 183

Women should be integrated into modern technology programmes that introduce
new crops and improved vàrieties, rotation of crops, mixed farming, mixed and
intercropping systems, low-cost soil fertility techniques, soil and water
conservation methods and other modern improvements. In this connection, women's
involvement in the construction, management and maintenance of irrigation schemes

should be promoted.

Paragraph 184

Appropriate food-processing technologies can free women from time- and

energy-consuming tasks and thus effect improvements in. their health. Appropriate
technologies can also increase the productivity and income of women, either
directly or by freeing them to engage in other activities. Such technologies
should be designed and introduced, however, in a manner that ensures women's access
to the new technology and to its benefits and does not displace women from means of
livelihood when alternative opportunities are not available. Appropriate
labour-saving technologies should utilize local human and material resources and

inexpensive sources of energy. The design, testing and dissemination of the

technology should be appropriate also to the women who will be the users.

Non-governmental organizations can play a valuable role in this process.

Appropriate and affordable food-processing technologies should be made widely
available to rural women, along with appropriate and affordable storage, marketing

and transportation facilities to reduce post-harvest and income losses.
Information on improved methods which have been ecologically confirmed of reducing
post-harvest food loss and of preserving and conserving food products should be
widely disseminated.
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