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matter Is.stili (30th Septeiuber,, 1955) Pend.ing with theGovernxent. The Prime minister iilforined us, however, threedays before the elections that three candidates hadbeen re1eased.

31. During thep-eriod in which the Commission has beenconornedwith the eleetions,-we have received about 100petitions alleging that electorai abuse's have talcen place.These petitions were received by the Commnission through themils or handed-iii by visitors ta Our teains or central head-quarters; somd were from candidates mIe from officiaisof the ]ezocratie and Pracheachun Parties, and some fromiladividu.als.

(a) These ap p;oxinatelyr 100 petitions 'involve somneover1a Pp'.u and, the nlajority did, flot, coMýe, fromor relate to f orne.r xnembers ôfý the M1imer' 'Reitance
Foce.A few Of these Pet'tjOns were in gen-eralterms,, all6gihg that the elections were not freeanad f~air, but most made charges agaixist certain-local officials and agai-nst individuals and gr'oupesupportXng the Popu1ar Socialist Comuiuity, Acertain nuziber Of P8'sOns ÇJaiming to be f ormerxnermbers of the Khbmer Resistance Forces stated thattiiey and offi.cials of the Fracheachun and Demo'craticparties were threatened with arrests and harassedby the Mekh~ums (village chiefs) by beiiig sumlnonedfor interrogation or shadowed by the police, andin a few cases that crimî4na1 charges wax'e muade..against them. Th1e petitioners claimied that theywere engaged only in legitimate electioneering

activities. A few petitions alleged that theMekhujus threatened tbat if1 they d.id not vote for theSngku2m, they woul4 be treatedas traitors, orthat the Mekhums tz'ied bo frgte hem by firingshots i.n the air. Spme m1embers of thae Praocheachunparty c9Dmp1ained that certain Mekýjum< wit2ihild voting
Ip>pers from oppositiona parties. Tliere were a fewcomplainte hat Pracheachun and Demooratic p4arty
electpral activ>ity was hampered by the seizure ofbundies of their newspapers and lefes bythrat~s to those who read Opposition~ newspapers,and byr destruction of opposition Party banners.

(b)> Thirteen petitio-as were reoeived making chlarges
of th Government' s prsa-military forces ("Les
Forces Vi~ves") exeroiing presr inte villages
to vote for the SangIum threateniug those who
supported the other parti.es, and preventing people
tf9nm attnd4ing mueetings.

(o) Tiie ieadquarters of one Of the parties sent theCQommission copies of circular lete all~egedly
Issedbyofficia of a centra Miadtry ask±nglocal officiais to ak o)ciscree. prpaganida for

the Sangkum. We took this compain up wtth the

tiiat these ciiroular lettprs woro sent out by
au~ over-zealous Qtoffca o f on M±uistry actinlg
inhi pêraonl capao ity. Under Cabda a
cvlservant a re a19W.4 10, aricipa i

politiQs Qutsi48 Qf i#e.hbur. We know of twQ

their sympa1tiy with the Demotratio party were


