
of the United Nations members, including Canada. It was the hope of th(advocates of World Refugee Year that a concerted effort to assist refuge*~would achieve two major aims:
(1) To focus interest on the refugee problem and to encourage addi-tional financial contributions from governments, voluntary agencie«and the general public for its solution;(2) To encourage additional opportunities for permanent refugee solu-tions through voluntary repatriation, resettiement, or integratioron a purely humanitarian basis and ini accordance with the freely.expressed wishes of the refugees themselves.
By the end of 1959 it was evident that increased financial contributionsand resettiement opportunities made possible by World Refugee Year wouldpermit the early liquidation of some refugee problems, including the clearanceand closing of the refugee camps i Europe and the re-location of the refugeesof European origin i China. This in turn would pri hcreased concentra-tion of available resources on other refugee problems such as the group ofunsettled refugees outside camps i Europe. It was evident that increasedsupport would make feasible some improvements i the very difficuit situationof the refugees from Algeria,' while signs of icreased assistance to the Chineserefugees in Hong Kong also began to appear. As a resuit of World RefugeeYear it was expected that UNRWA would receive considerably increasedcontributions.
Along with more than 70 other governments, Canada informed theUnited Nations Secretary-General that active Canadian suppo~rt for theWorld Refugee Year Programme would be forthcoming. World Refugee Yearbegan i Canada on lune 28, 1959. It received early support from the PrimeMiEnister and the Secretary of State for External Affairs who indicated in theFlouse of Commons that the Government was consdrn what specialcontribution Canada emnild --lr nsFderin


