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Commend Your Pupﬁs.

\s a rule, children have very little self-confidence.
Where we find one child who over-estimates his
natural ability for school work, we find a hundred
who under-estimates theirs; and any device on the
part of the teacher which has a tendency to in-
crease the pupil's good opinion of himself should
I find commendation accomplishes more
in the way of cultivating a pupil’s self-confidence
any other means. On the contrary, fault-

be used.

than

finding destroys the spirit of pride, especially in a -

timid child, and during the recitation keeps him in

.uch constant terror of making a mistake that he
refuses to give an opinion on topics whlch he has
a fair knowledge.

The art that enables a teacher to draw out a
pupil or any subject, thus gaining access to his
xhlldhh views, is one desired b\’ all but possessed

¢ few.
:md unlimited patience, bring ourselves in perfect
sympathy with the child. Then, instead of con-
demning his faults, our désire is to help him over-
come them: and the more congeniality there exists
between teacher and pupil, the more readily is
assistance offered by the one and received by the
other. Would it increase your respect for. the
superintendent or principal to have him say to
you, “ Miss C., your work is unsatisfactory, and
unless it is greatly changed your connection with
this school will be discontinued;” or, “ Miss D., I
found great disorder in your room yesterday ; we
must see a vaat improvement if you expect to re-
main with us”” Such an open rebuke from a
superintendent to a delinquent teacher is almost
unthinkable; and yet how many teachers are un-
mindful of the sensitive little ones in their charge,
and think nothing of berating them for the slight-
est offense. Such fault-finding tends to produce a
fecling of antagonism which is detrimental, if not
fatal. to the success of the teacher. —Texas School
Journal.

The sensible Christmas
selected and sensibly given. It isn't a gift of policy
or obligation, but of affection. It taxeth not unduly
the purse, the time or the eyesight of the giver, nor
the taste and patience of the recipient. It may be
beautiful or useful, both or neither. It brings its
welcome with it. It is not laid away and passed on
to some one else next year. It says “Merry Christ-
mas "’ to you sincerely, because it can truly make
your Christmas merry with kind thoughts and
joving memories.—Woman’s Home C ompanion.

gift must be sensibly

We may, however, by close observation

A Good Method.

Do you require your children to write a single
paragraph every day? This method often accom-
plishes more in training children to write 300‘
English than many more ambitious compom
The advantages of this plan are many. Perhaps
the chief is the ease with which the single para-

graph may be corrected in the recitation |
The teacher is relieved of the burden of corre
papars after school hours, the corrections
made on the spot when the pupil’s interest is
and lively. Best of all, the single paugnphﬂy
be rewritten two or three times without b
the young authors or giving them a distaste f
the lesson. Some teachers require a p
every day on some interesting event or | ac
moment, which the pupils liave’ n!ld
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A good story is Md oi ar

who was nearing the close of his lif
quisitive professor in the same °

eve, possibly, to business, inquired of:__
Dr: please tell what yot consid
bit of work that vou have done ¢

term of office.”” A merry twinkle

the eye of ‘the old student of |

replied, “Well, sir, perhaps the best
did for this school and the co rge
keepanumberofyoungwomenandmmf at
professloa. :
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