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A Plea for Parental Schools,

Halifax Sehool Report |

Experience te aches that truaney baws Tose mu hot then
beneficent effect when not supplemented by parenta
.\\\‘]l(“‘IA\A

Even amongs  respectable people  there are many
childrenn whose misfortune 1t s to have parents o
guardians weak in diseiphne.  But amonug the poor,
;l!\ account ot the veny anfasorable circumstances that
sometimes prevail, su W eases are Verv common, espe il
Iv in towns and cities. Manyv of these unfortunate
children. who might otherwise become useful citizens,
go to swell the criminal elasses, The strict entorcement
uf’;hv rnmpu‘a\ur_\ act would :l't‘:\i‘i)‘ lessen the numbwey
of those who would hecome halutuai truants, and n
would save many of them o but they would be saved
partly at the expense of those whao were made examyples,

who became the vietims of the weakness of then
parents, of their own wavwardness, and of the false
economy of the state.

From general apathy, and from fear of expense, these
unfortunate children are made to consort with crimnals,
and often return to their homes worse than  they left
them. * *

The fact i< that the law, which is very good as far
as it goes, will not be etficiently  admimistered, untl
pare ntal sl /s are established.

It is good homes, with strong and kindly control,
that we need for the T NS 1 not ]'l‘i\"“\ * ¥

There are in Halifax many, perhaps thirty, or forty,
or fifty children, who are almost certamly voing to
become criminals if left to themselves, or if sent to
some penal establishment to associate w ith the hardened
and to lose caste.

In Massachusetts every county but one has a parent

“al school.  Nome other states have them also. Toronto

has a mod:l school of that kind, a school in which the
children are brought up under the most elevatingin
fluences. k

In England tpuant schools age kept entirely distinet
from all kindsBof penal schoels, and are managed by
the school boards.  Many parents  voluntarily send
their children to them, paving their expenses: just as
some parents in this city, having partially lost control
of their hovs, send them away for a time to some private
school, where by a good disciplinarian, they may be
educated into habits of obedience and industey. TS
not looked upon as a disgrace, for they are merely send
ing their children to a \lwci;\ii\l. '

Now the establishment of a school of this kind s
plainly necessary for Halifax © for if our education is
to be universal it must be free and compulsory.  Other
parts of the province need such a school as well s
I{ﬂ]if&lx. 'r]li\ }).'i\ }uu»“;r 1-\i(l|'ul 1 every town
where the compulsory Taw has been honestly tricd, as
in the town of Dartmouth. ‘

It would then be cconomieal, if at the bhecinning, a
parvmul scheol were established for the whole province
by the Council of Public Instruction.  Such a <chool
would, for several years, develop by experience the hest
methods, and serve as a model for other <imilar schools
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Cestablished in every county
withimn fhe et Dawenty Vears

N ow i o 'l ol aractel "f ”ll‘ 'M"Uu'l toy |d’ l‘-N'.‘\l)}l\h

wil 1t ~honld e an o country distret, and nhnnld
ansist of o Tl more than one, m'vunhug to
requirements, cach W ith a few acres of land The
cottaces <hould e lavee enough to accammaodate about
LWt “g‘\ :}H , 1"‘1 R |~in'n' a};..-;‘;.l Lo n neat m’hnnl
rootn having a department for manual traningy '”h-rv
Jiould be aowell kept vanden, and the whole establish

nnt should be entiely home hke, wath no ngh fonces

other pal hkhe appurtenances he cottage should
coan o charge ot o male te acher, his wife, and one lllilic'
assistant, and K ‘.'f;.sg e o twao servants And ‘u-rl-

» 1 ¢ 1
ariers the chief ditheulty, that of obtarmng a suitable

et Lot e < i woughly understand  human
e | . ! y lr,u‘i\, '\‘“"H“i "D :’vnllr ugu'

ctronge, and should e fammhar wath many forms of
N g

manual iabwa

In this parenta the utimost regularnity would

3 1

provatl, and cood b o would soon e formed.  So far
as the number ot 1 ils would adomt of at, lh-'_\' should
bee wrouped an the ditforent cottages ac ording to age
and moral conditions A\ housework would b done
by the pupals under compe-tent direction. Thiee hours
cach «!J‘\ would b S utoan school s ruction, A fi“\\'
bours cach  dav wonld Tee devoted to manual trmamng
and to wardeming, and o few hours to play

The cost of such an establishiment would not be
creat, and would e barne an part by the  parents ac-
cording to their abihty to payv | an part by the munici-
pahity ta which the pupals belonged | and in part h_v
the Provineial Government

[t may be saud, why not let this work be done by
the churches and 'y charitable organmizations ! For the
YOy reason that :}!-} FUIAN un.ﬂnl-- to. doat, l"nr cent-
uries they grappied with the subject of general edu-
cation and  did mazuiticent work, vet half the |wuph9
were alliterage The <tate; an :~\-'r}‘ civilized country
had to step o and awd them.  The churches and
have been doing a great work in

Halifax, and vet there are dozens of vagrants in the

VIIFTOUS  socjeles

streets, and others not vet eriminals, are being  made

to associate with erimnals,  The churches have neither
]

the monev nor the lecal status to enable them to cope

fullv. with this erving evill Experience everywhere
shows that the work will not be-done unless the state

does it

When dogs, cats and other animals carvied long dis

tances on cars and  steamers, sometimes confined in

bags and baskets, can without asking any questions
fined their way home, and birds travelling thousands of
miles come back vear after year to the same nests, and
carrier ]»ij._’"l!ll\ to their dovecotes, it s pretty sure that
they know some things, to a knowledge of which no
human being has vet attained. There is a vast field of
animal intelligence to e studied, and the more we
study, the more we <hall be filled  with wonder and

-'l']lllil‘.’l(i“lL () /)rl/“/, _I " '.]"u/x.




