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UNITED ACTION ON TELECPH'ONE APPLICATION.
The Uinion of Canadian MunIoipalities, founded twenty

years ago on the initiative of Mr. W. D. Lighthatl., K.C.,
thon Mayor of Westmount:, Quebec, and stili honorary
secretary-treasurer of the organization, has demonstrated-
that'it, la stili a vital institution by summoning Its execu-,
tive to meet at Montréal on ffptember 1Oth, te foirmulate*
a plan for joint action with regard to the Bell "téléphone
Company's application for the right to Increase its toils.
It must be -obvlous to evoryone that defensive mensures by
the municipallties will be more effective If JoIntly under-
taken, thani If an unlimited number of deputations, each
playing off its own bat, pi'oceeds to Ottawa to bombard
the Dominion Railway Board when the application la takon
up. The public, as has been shown In these columns, has
an almouit.unanswerable case againot the measurèd 'phone
systom which the, Bell Compa.ny wishes to Introduce; but
that ease may easfly be frittered away unless those charged
with the protection of the publie Interest, show some
spirit of co-ordination lni the arguments they prOsent.

It goes without saying that If municipal politicians
frombor, tereand everywhere are pormitted to use the

telophone conitroversy merely as an opportunity to display
their detestation of corporations and undying zeal for the

publie interest,' they will bo playing into the hé.nds of the
astute and plausible men who will presont the case for the
Telophone Company. The telOphofle user's case mnust bo
as sanely and juidiciously put as that of the a~plicants, if

everyone la to get fair play. Thle Union of Canalian Muni-
cipalities offors the requisite machinery te attain this end.

Whilo on this subJect, it lu worth while pointing out
that the case of the telephorlO user is net belngbettored
by the conduct of certain anti-corporation champiions who
have beau donouncing beforehan~d tho tribunal which must
décide the issue. Abuse of Ren. Frank Carveil, Chairman
ef the Dominion Railway Board, morely because ho hap-
pons te bo a stockholder ina miner telephone compafly
which la making no applicationl fer increased tollà, lu stupid
and unfalr. This habit ef crying "Stop thief" at the heels

of every publie man clothed with powers affectilg public
Iiiterst, lu bocoming nauseatlll5. What right lias anyone
te assume off-hand that bec&1118 Mr. Carvell lias iavestod
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