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donVentioÉ 01 B. C. MulùCipahtiegý(ContinUed). minister of publie instruction who bas about him an ad-
visory council of 60 members. Of these three-fourths

Capital and workers and enterprise are needed to de- are appointed by the professors and teachers and one-
velop this natural resources. Capital will always follow fourth by the -president.
the line of least resistance, I.e., where it can bc the Second, more thoroughly trained teachers. The rais-
most cheaply invested with assurance of adequate returns. ing of the -Btatus of the teacher ta that of the highest of
The workersmuàt be developed. The United States bas the professions. The appointment of teachers by the
found it necessary ta import much of its skilled labour State. In the pensioning ofthe teachers. the German and
from Europe. She is now awaking ta the fact that she French systems are worthy of imitation in this respect,
ought ta be producing it herself, and is completely re- and the British in sa far as certified teachers are con-
organizing her school systems in the various states ta cerned.
make this possible. We ought ta be taking steps in that Third, If we wish ta improve our schools we must be
direction ourselves, getting the workers ready. . willing ta spend our money. A vast amount of money

The public school is the proper machinery for doing or property bas been designated ln this province for the

this work, as it is done in Germany for instance. maintenance and endowment of the Provincial University,

one trouble with the school systems of Amarica is that which educates the few. We must spend freèly in the

theylag behind ln the rear instead of being ln the, van. future for grade and secondary schooir, ta educate the

They act as a sort of rearguard while the great mass of many.

publie opinion.is ahead of them. 'They should be van- The Province, can well afford ta support both. But If

guards leading us on, clearing the way, destroying our to redirect our schools, we must redirect our appropria-
tions then let it be done. In the face of the tremendousenemies, taking us into the promised land of greut achieve- wastage of this war, surely none of the nations concer'n-ments,
ed can refuse a few paltry millions for a constructive work

Now how may we get a better system for the educa- of the highest and best kind when. sa much bas been
Con of the young life of this Province. The German, spent for destruction. Even our provincial share of the
French or British systems will not suit us ln toto They Patriotic FunA if appropriated each year in addition ta
all recognize class distinctions, which we never want ta present appropriations would glve us upwards of a million
mtroduce into this country. They each, howlever, may dollars additional for the extension of our educational
passe$$ some things worthy of Imitation, work. Let us not forget that the most important work

First then, education should be reinoved as far as pos- that our bande and mlnds and 'hearts have ta do, nothing
sible from the central of party politics, and therefore else assuming like importance, is the proper education
from. the patronage system. In France the head la the of the boys and girls et this country.

School Trustees and Their Relationship to Mumcipalities
J. L. R. RAYMUR.

M r,. James L, R. Raymur, Comptroller, Victoria, then cipal Act for it also provides that "if, and go far as, the
delivered a paper on 4'School Trustees in Their Relation moneys raised by such rate and recelved from the grant
ta Municipalities.'l pai(f by the Minister of Finance under this Act, are in-

The financial relations that exist between the Munici- sufficient for that purpose, the Council shall apply a par-
palities and the Boards of- School TrusteeB, the better tion of the ordinary revenue for school purposes." Thus
adjustment of which ln my opinion, constitutes one of the amount of moiiiey that ally Couneil has ta spend is
the most important prqbleme that confront the munici- just sa much as the Trustees choose ta leave them. The
pallties in British Columbia to-day. The ideas that 1 am practiéal result of all this is ta make the Board of School
puttiiig forward have net been, officially endorsed by the Trustees the superior body, and the demande of the Board
Victoria City Gouncil, but they are my own conclusions, a first charge on the Municipal Revenue, leaving the Coun-
reached after a long experience as City Comptroller in cil ta get along as best It may on what Je left. This 10 a
Victoria. 1 also wiRh It ta be distinctly understood that, condition of affairs that 1 do not think was ever con-
in which I may say, 1 have in no way any intention of templated by the Legislature.
crificizing the actions of the Trustees or of trespagsing There is a further objectionable feature ln the shape of'
un delicate ground by even suggesting 'that the eduication- Seýýtion 56 of the Publie Schools Act which. providés that
ai value recelved le not coMmensuraté with the expendi. "in case of any judgment being recorded agaInst the Board
ture. Évery one reahzes that the schools of thle ProvInce of School Trustees, they shall forthwith, notify the Muni-
muet be kePt np te their present high standard, and that cipal Council of the amount thereof and the Municipal
there should beýno curtailment. of the educational facili. Couneil shall levy and collect the same as in other cases
ties provided, but every one does pot ajree with the fi- provided for by this Act," I gather from the wording
nancial metheds employed ta attain this end. of this section that the Counell has, power ta levy an ad-

The Legislature, ln Its wisdam, created two bodies; one dItional rate, but ohould thé rate be already struck, the
the Municipal CounýcIl, ta -whinh was glven Into alla the &Mount of the Judgment would have ta be met from 'the
power of taxation limiting the rate -for general. purposes ta general funds of the MunIcIpality, and ne provision having

mille on the dollar and allowing a rate fat school been made ln the estImates, some other service would
purposes sufficient ta cover the estimated expendIture of have ta suffer' There le aiso no provision for charging the
the Board of School Trustees. Ta the Board Scheel TrÙs- School Board wlth interest on advances Made prior ta
tees was given the management of schools, ýand ta meet the recelpt of taxes. ' The friction is 'maintained ail
the ccetýof this, the right ta make a demand on the, Couný through the Act, and régulations of the Couneils of Pub.

.cil fer Buch funds, without lImIt, as they may require, lie Instruction and, ln the actions of the Superintendent-
which funds have ta be provided no matter what the con- of Education that the School Boards handle their Own
ditions maybe, and without any, regard ta the other re. funds, for the Superintendent bas assumed the right ta
quirements of the council. This demand can net be withhold the' government grant froln the Trusteesfor
amended or ln any way altered by the Couneil, It han any action that he conalders a derelletion of thelr diffles
Bimply ta be met, nor le there any appeal ta the Conneil -thus, penalizIng the Municipal Council for the actions of thý
of PUbUc,.InMrnetion there Je frein the demande or the Trustees. Section 23 et the Sellools Act providesthat "no
Police te the Lieutenailt-Gov.el-nor in school district shall be entitled to, récelve an'y portion of
CouneiL This system has worked great bard8hips on the the legislative -grant whose Trustees have neglected ta
Muzkletpal Cannelle during the'lasIt few yeurs of dIfficult. transmit withiii the time provided by this Act, the re-'
f1wmeing, for the demande of the Seliool? Board muet be turne of the preceding year, or whose school has, net been ...........

met te the last dollar, even though the collections on acý kept in operatlon at- lenot'aix menthe during the séhool
côunt of -Me special Scheel rate May be àny where from. year, unless wlth thé sanction 61 the Couneil of Publie
20 týo » Der, ceM -in arream. the (3puneil, haff therefore, Instruction." This la the 'only authority for the wi>
to>make ù# thé deficlency In. the achool r4t8 Out Of thelr 1101411ng Of the Gùverntn6ut di-Sint, yet the superintendetit
o4ùI0ý depleted revenûe, omaeqttently, many a. work of threstens the Boards that the grants wlll net be pald, and
elVU U«e"ity has; tp,:bë ç>mitted. Section 49, of the Publie. lactually does net pgy themi tôt other cz-ftsés thau thooe
9cj1ôýl* A&",ýand isectIon-201 of the Municipal. Act bot4. meiitioned In Sectlon 28. in Afty ovelit the ýCoùnëll are. fhe,
autbôii» the leyllng of a gpecial rate for, wehool purpo sufterers, and tbat unjusÙy go, for thelr revenue May be.-Il
bie the 'Sgboals Act 8000 Muéh turwer tbàn the reduced u. a puniébanent for the alleged Wrongtul. dô4ýq.


