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meagre furniture. 1 well remember visiting quite recently, in the course of
pedestrian excursion witb a party of friends, a curious littie village perche
on the very crest of a steep bill 1,500 feet high. There was an interestin
Romanesque cburch, and service was going on when we entered it. At th
close of the service the curé began catechising and instructing a class c
children; but hie very kindiy sent a man to us to say that if we wouid g
and rest ourselves in the presbytery hie wouid join us when lis work ws
over. His home was quite a poor man's cottage, without the least preter
sion to comfort. Another messengur came fromn the curé to say how mucJ
bue regretted not to bu able to offer us a glass of wine after our ascent o
the bili, but bue had no wine in the bouse. An English reader will realiz
witb difflculty the degree of destitution which this iinplies in a wine-produc
ing country like France, where common wine is Dlot looked upon at ail in tbi
light of a luxury. Il We are expecting," bis servant said, "la lîttie cask o
white wine fromn the low country, but it is a long time in reaching us.'
Onu of us observed that the curé must be very hungry, for we knew tha
lie had eaten-nothing yet, as bue had said mass, and we thought lie shoulé
have donc better to get bis déjeuner before teacbing the chuldren. "lThis ii
the déjeuner," the womian said, lifting a plate froui a basin that she kepi
warin upon the hearth. It contained nothing but mailow tea. The good
curé, who was as thin as hie well could be, was, in fact, one of those admirable
priusts who are so absorbed in the duties and charities of their calling that
they forget self altogether. Priests of that saintly character are looked
upon by the more worldly clergy as innocent idealists, wbose proper
sphere is an out-of.the-wity village. It is saîd by thosu who know the
Church better than I do, that they very seldom, get mucb ecciesiastical
advancernent. Thuir suif-denial is sometimes almnost incredible. The fol-
lowing instances, wliich have been narrated to me by people wlio knew the
curés themselves, wili convey sonie idea of it:

My first story shahl bu about a curé, who was formeri?» incumbent of
the parish where my bouse is situated. 11e is dead now; but when lie was
alive hie was flot remarkable for attention to personal appeararice. is
wardrobe (except, of course, the vestmuents in which. lie offioiated> consisted
of one old black cotton cassock, and when bue was asked to dinnur it was
bis customn to ink over those places which seumed to need a littlu restor-
ation, af ter which process hie considered himself presentable to good society.
This, however, was not the opinion of his bretbren, who were men of the
worid. One day the bishop invited him to dinner; so our good curé went
in bis old cassock even to the bishop's palace itseif. The priests of the
episcopal court drew the prulatu's attention to that cassock, and the
wearer of it incurred a sevure reprimand for his inauvaise tenue. The
ladies of bis parish, who loved and respected him. (with good reason), were
much pained when they huard of this, and subscribed to buy bim. a good
new silk cassock, to bu worn on state occasions, especially at the bishop's
table. For a short time the curé remaitied in possession of this garment;
but no invitation came from. the bishop. At last somubody told his
grandeur that the poor priest liad now the means of making, a ducent
appearance, so lie invited bimi again. "IAlas, monseigneur!1 was the
reply ; "Ia month sincu I conld bave come, for I had the new cassock ; but
now 1 possess it no longer, and so I cannot come." On înquiry it turned
out that some poor little boys, who bati come to bue catechised, hati ragged
waistcoats, and could not tnake a decent appearance at churcli; su it struck
tbe curé thatý the cassock was bi,ýenough to make several capital waist-
coats for littie boys, axtd bue lad employed it for that purpose, to the
advantage of their appearance, but to the detriment of bis own.

My next story, whicb is also perfuctly authentic, concerns a priest who
is still alive, and so incorrigibiy charitable as to bu tbe despair of bis good
sister, wbo tries in vain to keep bim decunt. H1e dous not live quite close
to my bouse; but I have autbentic tidings of bim from. a very near neigh-
bour of bis wbo cornes to se me occasionaily. Onu day at tbe beginning
of winter, some years ago, a lady came to this priest's bouse to sec him, on
business, but as lie was absent shu bad to, wait for bis return. Thie first
thing that struck bim. on entering bis room. was that the lady looketi
miserably cold. "4How cold you do look, madame," bue said ; "I1 wisb I
liad a fire to warmn you; but the fact is I have no fuel." When the lady
went awsy she told the story to lier frientis, and tbey plotted together to
huv the curé a comfortable little stove and a cart-load of wood, which coin-
forts weru duly sent to the presbytery. Some weeks afterwards in the
sevure wintur weather, the lady tbought she would go and ses bow the
curé's stove'acted, and whether lie was as comfortable as she had expected.
On this visit the foilowing'littie conversation took place:

Lady-", The weatber is so bitterly coid that I thouglit I would come
to see whether your stove warmed your roomi properly."

Curé-" Thank you, thank you. The stove you were se good. as to givu
me is rually excellent. It warms a rouai capitally."

Lady (who by this time lias penutrated into the chamber, wbich is tbe
cure'8 bed-room, and sitting-room in on)-" But, I declare, you bave no
tire at ahl. Anti the stove is not bure. Have you sut it up somewbure
else 1"'

Curé (mucli embarrassed)-" Yes, it is set up elsewbere. The fact is,
there was a very poor woman who was deiivered of a chilti at the timu you
sent me the stove, and she had no tire, so I gave it to ber."

Lady-" And the cart-load of wood. "
Curé-" Ohi, of course she must bave fuel for bier stove, so I gave ber

the wood too."
It is the simple trutb that the good Christian man was quietly sitting

witbout a spark of tire ail tbrough a bitter winter, because, in bis opinion,
the poor woman. neudeti warrnth more titan bu did. The samne curé came
home sometinies without a shirt, the shirt having been given to somne poor
parishioner, and at luast once lie came back without sboes, for the saine
reason. At onu time lie had a sinaîl private fortune ; neeti 1 say that it

a lias long since disappeared. He spent a good deal of it in restoring an old
ýd chapel wbich bad been abandoneti to ruins, but is now used agî;in for public
,g worsbip. H1e himself officiates there; but the neighbouring ciergy still
,e retain the marriages, cbristenings and buriais, so tha lica oigt
)f live upon but the little pittance given by the Government.-Roundl My
o flouse, by Philip Gilbert Ilamerton.
's

bTHE Grit party in Canada is .giving no excuse for existence that the
public wiil accept, and therefore the public are aliowing it to die, and are

e foliowing it to the grave witb gruat unconce-rn.-IHalitax ilail.
IT is said that no two locomotive belis sound alike, thongli tbey are

Bcast from the saine mutai in the saine moulti. Younge Liberals are not
f locomotive bells, but tbey seem to work the saie way.-IItnibon Spectator.

TFEERE must bu a change of Goverument beforu we shaîl have reci-
tprocity. Sucb a treaty eau only be nugotiated by self-respecting, men,

wbo respect those whorn tbey meut anti wbo wiii set about a business
tmatter with a foul kniowiedge of the conditions of success -inen who wili

not attempt to bully, and wito cannot s'toop in th(, tust to beg-anti men
wbo bave a desiru to secure reciprocity, whiclî the party in power bave
not. -8St. Johin YI elegrap)I.

THiE proposai that Ontario and the Mvýtitime- Provinces shoulti unite to
force thuir lang(uage, their religion and opinions, methiots anti practices
upon the people of Quebec, is tuonstrotîs. The pre.judices anti anituosities
of race which Toryisîn bas fostered shoulul indeeti bu got rid of as soon as
possible, and wu shouid ail becoîne mach more thoroughly than we now are
onu Canadian people, Dnu of uï as a class es4mewwing poliiîc, but ail strix'-
ing as true patriots to promnote the welfare of the wlîole coi intry. -gobe.

THE Frenchi papers may ask for Riel's pardon, but the Privy Council
will not bu governeti by sentiment in ntaking up its judgment on the case.
If Riel can bu f ree bec tuse there is soitie iegal question about the j uris-
diction of the Court which trieti bim, the Privy Council wiii give him, bis
life. But we doubt very mucli if attention is paiti to the appeals of frantic
newspapers pubiisbedl in an alien country, anti wbich untierstand notbing
wbatuver about the merits of the case, or the antecedertts of the man il,
wbose bebaîf tbey make tbeii plea.-Quebec Chronicle.

WE are told by a promineut speaker at the Liberal Convention that
immigration is not a tliug to bu encouraged, b ut rather deprecatud, and
that we ought so to contrive ai to keep the great Prýovinice of Ontario as a
sealuti book for the special use andi benetit of those otîiy at present living
bore and their immediate descendants; that the inevitabie deplution of theé
people by the withdrawal of active young nien anti Young Liberals, wbo
display so inucb fondness for the States is not to be replaceJior repaired by
holding out a welcoming hanti to new-comers froîn the Olti World,' men
wlio look forwarti to making a home in Ontario. Sucli a doctrine, wu fuel
sure, wil] not muet witb general accep tance. -Lüondon Eree Press.

TilosE wbo are exerciseti over the commercial position of Canada seen,
to consider that theru are but two avenues of relief open to us. The
first is commercial union witb the Britisb Empire, whicb, as it rentiers al'
Engiisb bruati tax necessary, is an impossibility. The second is commercial
union with the Uniteti States, either by a reciprocity treaty or a custOl"5

union, the first of which inay bu a possibility. Theru is yet a third waY,
bowevur, anti that is a recourse to the only rigbit fiscal policy, free trad',
anti direct taxation. That ('anadian shows a damiaging Jack of faitb ini bis
nationality wbo cannot escape froin the sbadow of the Unîitedi States, or
consider our fiscal problems witbout a reference to the policy of our great
neigbbour.-Montreal Witness.

No onu of Arcbdeacoîî Farrar's cbaracturistics, bowuver, bias done ior
to win for hitn the esteem. of bis frieîîds, the respect of bis critics, anti the9
admiration of the worid at large titan bis fearlessness. It requiruti Il
amail amount of courage for a man in bis position to preach the suries 0'
sermons on IlEternal Hope " which createti sucli a sensation in th',
religious world, and drew down upon bim, a galling fire of hostile critici8su
It is sufficient to say that bue bias fouglit a bravec battle in defunce of bis
convictions. The place wbich, as a preacîter, ite boitis in the huarts of the
people may best be juiguti by the immense crowds wbicb flock to bear bitn
wbun bue occupies the pulpit in Westminster Abbey. Not only in t
pulpit as the spokesman of the Broati Churcli scbool, but in Elît5
socîety bue tilts with success the unique position maintaineti by tbe late
Dean Stanley in bis closing years.-illail.

THiERE is no proof whatever that Vicu-Presitient Hendricks' expressiot
of sympatby with the Irish Nationalists lias exciteti any of the I'resentiflnt

50sbown by the Engiisb ncwspapers " on which the 8S'n comments-o
Engiisb nuwspaper of tîte smnailest consequence bias taken any notice 0
There is no reason wby aniy Etiglish newspaper shouid bu troubieti bl
Mr. Hendricks' utterances on any question of foreign poiitics, bucalise '
knows notbing about foreign poiitics, andtibas no intuere.t in it. le iSit
favour of Irish Indepundence just as bie wouiti bu in favour of Abracadabra
if bue thouglit it would bring hini at vote or two. One gooti post-oflie or
coliectorsbip is of more interest anti importance to hitti thtat alI the fOrei8 t

nations on the globe. Wburî lie went abroati a few years ago bue ininoCefltl
revealeti bis astonisbtnent at tindiug- parliaittents on the EiýuropeaR ll,
nent Doubtless bue uxpected to sue nothiîtg tîtere but post-otflces a,,
custom-houses, carrieti oit by tiespots anti mntieti by vicious, nobleffn0 tOflife tenures. 11e is Of imnportanice now in iiieîricaîî politics, we bugtoiinform the Qiuecrn, Mr. Gladstone andt Lord Sîilisluury, anti theu 13citishe
press, sinmply because bue woulti sttcceed Mr. C'leveland if tîte latter were
to dis-a continguncy wbicb makes moat intelligenît Aniericanis shake 111
tlieir boots.-N Y. Nation.
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