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is quite another matter from openly exereising
the privileges of free speech, and by fair argu-
ment and honest reason sceking to convinee
the judgment of their fellow-countrymen. The
advocate of political union with the United
States has as good a right to present his case
to the Canadian people as the imperialist, and
the people who desire to reach a right conclu-
sion are hound to hear and weigh everything
that can he offered upon the uestion—the
momentous question of Canada’s destiny.  The
supreme point, as I conceive it, is which alter-
native stands for the best interests of Canada ?
How can I decide without hearing all sides?
s imperialism the true solution 7 Then let the
advocates of imperialism take the platform and
demonstrate their case.  Is continentalism
wrong and unsound 7 Then what is the difli-
culty of so demonstrating to the intelligent
thinking people of Canada? If there is any-
thing that will throw doubtand discredit upon
a cause, it is the fear to challenge the crucial
test of fair, open and manly discussion.

“ Because | have put in a plea for falr dis-
cussion, T have no doubt I shall be charged, as
has often been done before, with being an ad-
vocate of political union with the States.  This
will be entively without foundation. I never
advocated political union, and if I were com-
pelled to make a choice of the alternatives to-
day, I would not vote for political union.  But
I do wish the question intelligently threshed

out. Let the discussion go on and let it be
fair. Let there be no gag law,  Let there be

no attempt to dragoon a free people into a de-
testable hypocrigy and s mean concealment.
If there be any men in Canada who believe in

’ political union with the United States, let

them speak their minds freely. M they are
wrong the imperialist will have the grateful
task of exposing their fallacies. One end and
one only should he kept in view on this subject
~-a full and honest discussion and a sober and
wise decision by the Canadian people upon
the question of the destiny of the Canadian
people.”

Your spuce will not permit more than one
other extract from the numerous contributions
of Mr. Longley to Canadian bLiterature. The
following extract from an article entitled ¢ The
Drama of Life,” which recently appeared in
the Canadian Mayazine will serve to show
that he can write philosophically and grace-
fully :

“ The process of life is so strange, so mould-
ed by necessity and so much the result of de-
velopinent that it is fortunate the reality does
not appear until the play is about over. Tell
the dreaming child that his visions are all
moonshine, that he shall presently find himself
contronted by a cold world from which nothing
is got except by force and by eternal conflict ;
that in the race are men swifter, and in the
battle are men stouter, and that when the re-
cord comes to he made up it is simply the story
of & man who has jogged along with the others
for a short time and then lain down to rest—
and who would face the struggle ? But it all
follows as naturally. The dreaming boy is
soon at school, and there he begins to learn
that something has to be done sometime or
other to keep him in existence, and that youth
is the time to prepare for the emergency. By
contact and competition with his fellows he
finds that there is always a better than he can
do.  And yet he has only reached the initial
stage. Hope still shines like a fadeless star.
Soon the tiresome and fraitless days of appren-
ticeship will he over.  Fdueation completed,
profession gained—then will come the realiza-
tion. Manfully he buckles down to the strug-
gle.  While yet on the brink of his eareer love
creeps in and takes masterful possession of his
heart. A woman’s lot is linked with his.  With
the beginning of real life comumnenced so earn-
ostly, so hopefully, so ardently, comes mar-
riage, and the chivalrous sense that others are
dependent upon his care.  The struggle neans
while is going on bravely. Then comes the
first-born and all this suggests of love, pride
and protecting care. In this way fly the years.

Forty is reached and then with wisdom comes
reflection. Only thirty years at most remain.
What is there after all in this thing we call
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human life 7 The best of it is past.  Where is
the realization of the fair dreams / Hus there
been success as the world goes?  What will it
all amount to in the end? Has therc been
failure and the humdruin of the strugele for
actual existence Y Gone are the dreams.  And
yet withal the romance remains. Hope still
sheds its mild ray. It is not possible to stop
in the race. The duties of the hour press.
There is no escape from the round of duty. We
jog along hopmy that brighter days will come.
We have not the time, the courage, nor the
philosophy to look the whole situation squarely
in the face. Forty passes to fifty. Quickly
cnough sixty is reached, then seventy. Then
comes the close.  Success is pleasant, but the
greatest trivmphs of ambition secm small when
preparing to leave the scene for the unknown,
and though the reckoning yives failure as the
result, the hand of destiny is upon you and
there is nothing to do but to turn back to the
dreams of youth and mockingly compare the
results.  What can be done ! The tale iy
told.  What remains 2 The awful drama of
life.”

Referring to the idea of o future life, he
SAys

“Those greal impulses of the soul—faith,
Lope, love—triumphant over the baser and less
worthy passions, take hold of the conscious self
with such overwhelning force and power that
it would give the lie bo every instinet, cvery
mental conception upon which judgment is
formed, to say that these were for a day and
after * life’s fitful fever’ is ended they should
die with the meve framework which formed
their tabernacle. Al that constitutes the
wajesty of wsoul, all that prompts to heroic
action, all that inspires to lofty aims, all that
sheds beauty and sweetness upon human exer
tion, is found in a sense of relationship to
another unscen and profoundly mysterious life,
in which the higher impulses can have a sphere
commensurate  with the intonse yearnings
which could fiud no adequate fruition within
the compass of this life. The subtle judgments
of the brain and the changeless promptings of
the soul alike establish the conviction that the

Lsupreme condition of that other life is virtue,
because in this it is the only condition of per-
manent happiness or indeed of permanence
itself. Whatever is not right, just and true
passes away. All triumphs except those of
virtue are but mockery. Shallow, indeed, is
the philosopher that does not perceive that
nothing but virtue survives the test of even the
span of this life.”

A man of Mr. Longley’s talent and pro-
gressive spirit is dwarfed by the narrow limita-
tions of provineial politics, and it is natural to
supposs that within a tew years the Attorney-
General of Nova Scotia will enter the federal
arena, where his ability and ceaseless eneragy
would certainly soon win for him a command-
ing position.

ACADIA.

Halifax, Sept. 20th, 1893.

PARIS LETTER.

¢ Still harping on my daughter.”  For the
moment the French have only eyes and ears
for the Russians. No one doubts hut the alli-
ance between the two nations is an accomp-
lished fact, and to proclaim it ofticially is all
that is desired. The flirtation hetween the
two (fuvernnents seems to have then ended
in matrimony, but the Muscovite expects to
touch a portion of the bride’s fortune, of her
dut, in the shape of a loan to set up the new
housekeeping.  As to the national rejoicings,
the French ought not to be grudged their catch.
For a quarter of a century almost they have
been on the lookout for an eligible partner,
The triple has now its vis-¢-vis in the dual alli-
ance. People may descant on that sibuation
till Doomsday ; but it is England that now
holds the key of the position.
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