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liV ion the giving of a larger reprýsentation Vo a smaller

number of people. We are not aware that thore is any
similar proviso in the Canadian'constitution, or in thoso of
the respective Canadian Provinces, and we have nc
supreme court save the British Privy Council whose deci-
sion in sucob a case would be authoritative and final. But
the Privy Council je noV inaccessible, and its judgments are
reliable as well as final. We (le not know to what extent
il would feel itelf empowered Vo decide such a question
on the broad Lasis of equit>' and manifest intention. We
B00 no reason to suppose that the facts on whicb the deci-
sion of the Michigan Supreme Court is baeed are one whit
more unfair and subversive of the rights of electors than
similar facts which are Vo ho found in each of the last two
redistribution Acte of the Dominion Parliament. Can it
be that no stops will be taken to test the validit>' of the
constitutional objection whicli was raised last winter in
regard to the mothod of making the deceunial redistribu-
tion-an objection whicb was believed by somo of the best
lawyers ini the House, on botb sides of politics, Vo be well
takeuf? Miglit il noV lie possible Vo gel a consideration of
the larger question of the conetitutionalit>' of the"I gerry-
mander" included in the saine referenco ?

SHORT STUDIES -IN RUSSIAN LITERA-
TUBE-I.

IN 1809 was boru one of the strangest figures of Russian
Iliterature in flie person of Nokolai V. Gogol. Tho

friend of Pushkin, the noveliet, shared Vo soine extent the
foverish audacity of the poet :that audacit>' which sems
peculiar Vo, hie race and which wo shahl afterwards s00
developed into stranger and more complex formes.

Giogol was to some extent primitive ; it ie hie freshness,
hie freodomi froni conventionalit>' wbich lias gîvon vitalit>'
Vo his works. The miedium between lyric poetry and
national novels, hoe is, according Vo Mine. Bazan, Il the
centre at which romauticismn and realism join hande."
Stili Gogol is noV only a realiet but in himelf the founder
of Russian realisin. This realist lu the opinion of M.
G4uizot lias written the only epic of the century. [V is
botter that an epic should ho, in a moditied seusie al any
rate, realistic. Gogol's realisai springe from bis inmost
being, fromt hie love for the thinge of nature ; bis is the
sentiment of one who has nover reached Vhm plane of the
artificial rather than of himi, who, bimesolf an artificial
product, exclaims Ilwe will ho natural, we will paint things
without fetters." The former is an unconscious artiet, the
latter a diligent photographer. Il je this ,,cncioune,,
o0 conspicuous in the Iliad, Bo studied in the ïEueid and

So complotel>' forgotten ln the Henriade, that gives Vo
Gogol an indefinable cbarm. The author of "lDead Souls"
ie one who, Vo quoto M. De Vogùé, "ln'est pas de ceux
qui veulent ou savent voir le paradis dans aucune des con-
ditions humaines," but hoe had not qui te forgotten roman-
ticiem and in "lTaras Bouîba " ho gives us what migbt wel
lie called a book of a Russian Ilia1. Il i8 the Iliad witb-
out Vhe Vbresbold of Olympus, witbout the presience of the
immortal ones. Gogol eau give us the phantome of Achilles,
of Hector, of Ajax and of Paris, but there je no emnile front
the lips of laughter-loving Aphrodite, no scoruful gleami
from the grey eyes of Athene. Il je war and death witb
now and again a touch of almost womanly Vendernese.

The store>' of Taras Boulba je briefi>' this: Otitap and
Andrei return fromi college Vo their father's bouse. Taras,
instead of embracing them, hammers tbem with hie fiets,
and Vhe next moruing the>' start witb him on an expe-
dition against the Polos. Tbe journe>' je noV eventful,
Gogol has adopted the Iliad rather than the Odysse>'. Hie
descriptions of the Steppe, bowevor, are ainong the most
beautiful passages of the book: "*the whole surface of
the earth presonted itelf as a green-gold ocean, upon wbicb
were sprinkled millions of different flowers." Ostap,
Boulba's eider son, is the Hlector of the book , magnificent
in baftle, at once wise and courageous, this Cossack of the
Steppe is in spirit the horse-Vaming hero of [lion. Lu
Andréi there are more subtle touches. lu bis early student
days ho foul in love with a beautifual Pole, and in the Vhick
of Vhe conteet againet the Ilaccursed Lyakhe " ho nover
quite forgete their beautiful daugbter. lie je the Paris of
thie liad of the Steppe. lu the dead of nigbt wbile al
the camp are sleeping a sulent figure approaches Andréi.
Il is a woman and ber etor>' je brief in its simplicit>'; the
Polos in the beeiegod cit>' are dying of want, and amonget
their number is ber mistrese, the girl ho loves. Andréi
follovrs the Tartar woman, bringe food Vo bis loved one
and je enrolled amonget the Poli8h troope. This is the
manner in whicb bie father greote him upon the battie-
field : "' «Stand still, do noV move! .[ gave you life, I will
aliso kilI you ! ' saicl Taras, and retreating a stop backwards
ho brought hie gun up Vo, bis shoulder. Andréi was white
as linon ; hie monté moved gent>', and ho uttered a naine;,
but il was noV the naine of hie native land, or of his
mother or of hie brother!1 il wae the namo of the beau Vful
Polo. Taras fired," and so ho dies. NoV long afterwarde
Ostap le tortured Vo deatb b>' the Polos. Iu the epic
death je the great lesson, fame and baffle have their place
but onl>' as preparative to-deatb. Taras himaelf je burut
alive; ho might have escaped but for a trifhing incident,
Romeric in ite simplicit>' "Halt ! my> pipe bas dropped

r with its tobacco I won't lot those malignant Lyakbe
rhave niy pipe." The book je fiercel>' national in its spirit,
rand Taras dies with a prophecy of Russia's greatuoses

treînbling uipon hie lips :"I A Czar shaîl rise from Russian
0 soul, and there shahl net ho a power in the world whicb
1- hai I noV suhmiit Vo hii.'' A.nd Taras dies, but the faine
t and the glor>' of the Cossacks epread and we feel that it is
B they and net 'laras or fietap or Anlréi who are the subj.eet

of the epic.
There are, however, sof er touches and the " iirpo7raX-
to£vl»itsecf is not more exquisite in its pathos than the

3 lingering glance wbich the hopelese Coesack mother caste
-at lier sons as sei l being dragged away b>' lier atten-

dants. Gogol je a realiet, and this mother je net the staVel>'
mother of Astyanax, but in bier stunted life there je stilI
rooin for love an(l these boys are aIl that are left tVolber;
it is la vie. "lJ 'ai poursuivi," says the author, "la vie

tdans sa reahîté, noen dans les ré vos de l'imagination, et je
suie arrivé ainsi à Celui qui est la source de la vie ";and

even lu this epic poem hoie truc Vo this principle of hie
art.

But after ahi it je net as an epic poot that Gogol has
presented himieolf Vo the world, or rather te thiat infini-

1tt'simal world of lettors which rocognized lu the youug bar-
barian somoething. between a satirist and a seer. Gogol was
placed b>' Meriameé "entre les meillures humoristes
anglais," but M. de Voguié proteste againet this decision
as unjust to-Gogol. According Vo the great French critic,
Gogol ina>' dafim comparison, lu some respects at least,
with ne loss a pereon than the author of Il Don Quixote."
The real value of Gogol, hîowever, ie net that hoie an epic
on the oe.e baud or a humouriet on the other ; it je bocause
ho is, se Vo speak, the firet ink in the chain which con-
necte 'urgenief , Iostoievsky and Tolstoï, three namnes
which are often mentioned in connection with Il Russian
1Realisin " b>' people who ignore the fact that one Nokolai
Gogol qujondarn teacheî' and acter, haîf poot anul wholly
barbarian, was lu realit>' the founder of thie scbool.

lu "Traraq Bouiba " wu catch glimpees cf thjis realismi
al its beet, that is te sa>' truth witbout grosenese andI
without exeggeration. "lIl avait," says M. de Vogüé
apropos of this book Il eu l'impression directe dle ce qu'il
chantait," and again "'il avait vu mnourir autour (le lui ces
dé~bris attardéï du moyen age." IV is Vhie which makes
Il Taras Boulla" se fascinatiug ; we feel the vibrations of
the authîer's heart uipon ever>' page, and in ever>' lino of
this spontaneous product there le sotmethiug« of tho Cos-
sack's seul. Surel>' this is a source at once more pure and
as powerful as that which oventuated in "lLa Bête
Humaine " ; and though this stream of reaiism lias wan-
dered through scepticism and through pantheism, hroughi
peesiism su ad deepair, it bias nover becomne murk>' andI
stagnant b>' reason of the filins of modern materialisin.
For this, if for nothing else, lot Gogol ho remenîberei!

J. A. T. L.

THE FREE TRA IE ISSITE.

rli[[E now4paper reporte of ScinaVor Boultou's addross att
-I Cobouîrg ounlFree Trade are evidentl>' condensed, but
tho>' indicate that ie lias gene deepl>' and thoroughl>' into
the question as it airecte Canadian conditions,.fOne often
heare te remiark : 11f0 yos, 1 believe that free trade la tho
riglht principle, but lit won't suit Canada until the rost of
the world adopte it." Souator Boulton lias appareuti>'
come te the belief, witb othier free traders, thet a wroug t
economie priticiple can ont>' work economie injur>', and thatt
it je worth while Vo consider whether or net the principle 1
that is tbeoretically right might ho practicahlly rigbt when
applied Vo the conditions that obtain in our own country.i
It ile not too îuuch Vo sa>', perhape, that there is a ver>'
emaîl proportion of the votera lu the Dominion or lu the
UJnited States who are either capable, or have the oppor-
Vuinit>', of studying the principies of politicai economy lu
the abstract. Indeed, there are man>' free traders in
tgprinciple " but protoctionist8 in practice, wbo have ver>'
haz>' notions abont their Ilprinciplo." Quite often, in e
probing, I have found that their belief in the Il principle " j
is noV due Vo their own investigation and thought,»but Vo
Vhe fact that Ilboth parties in England " believe in it.0
IV is a fine tribu te te tho practical wisdomi of the Mother r
Country, but promises littie for a caref ul study of our own t
economic conditions. 1 think free traders ua>' look with S
more hope Vo the inu> sincere moen, particularl>' in the
agricultural ranke, who reali>' looked for genoral beneit
and preeperit>' Vo follow the adoption of theoI"National
Policy," and wbo have been therein disappointed, than Vo
those free traders in Il principle " Who are pro ectioniste inu t
practico until Il the reet of the world " adopte the Britishb t
systoni.%

We have had high protection for thirteen yoare. j
Souator Boulton believes, with man>' othere, that it lbas
failed Vo furnieli what its advocatos promised ; and aIse c
that it bas worked actual injur>' Vo the chief industry cf e
the countr>', namel>' agriculture, as well as Vo man>' of the a
sitaller industries directi>' dependent upon the prosperit>'
of the fariner. Ho, therefore, challenges the people of
Canada Vo the discussion of a btter systeni of political
economy>, sud is prepared Vo maintain the advantages, noV t
ouI>' ou theoretical but on practical grounds, of that known u
as free trade.

Now, have we to stop on the thresbold of discussion P
aud fight over the question whether thore lias been general -
prosperit>' or not under the N.P. ? I hink not. There c
àe one large sign, and always an unruietakablo one, of the s
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absence of general prosperity, and that is gengral discon-
tent. Grown people neyer, as a mnatter of fact, cry for the
moon, but when the conditions of life become more and
more difficuit, instead of less and less dificuit, thoy give
voice to coînplaint. There is discontent in Canada to-day,
evidenced undeniably by the ceusus returns and -other
reliable testiinony. Some of the best portions of tbe
Dominion-nay, nzuny of the best portions of the Domin-
ion--are annually losing te the United States their stur-
diest and mnost progressive hunian elements. These
people, as a rule, do not think thaL the Anierican system
of goverument is preferable to the C anadian systent Tbey
do not imagine, as a rule, that they will find gold hanging
from the trees in the country they are going to. They go
simply because they are discontented with the long bard
struggle without hope of advancemiont that general farm-
ing in Canada aflords.

Now, there are two answers generally brought forward
tvhen this stateinent is made. The one le that the far.
mers coul<I make their farms pay botter if they studied
more science. Granted! Although, b>' way of paren-
thesis, iV can hardi>' bc unfair to add that seine of the
strenuous advocates of a more extended study of the
science of agriculture are far froin being warmi supporters
of the science of political econdomy. But no one acquainted
with the very admirable farming thatL obtains in some of
tiiose best portions of the Dominion which are losing
population, can reall>' believe tbat unscientific farming lies
at the bottom of the agricultural depression which is
causing s0 much discontent. Single instances should
neyer be takeon as satisfactory evidenco upon a general
statement, but .1 beg to cite hore an instance which, if
supplomented fromn the knowledge or experience of others,
would have the weight of satisfactor>' evidence upon the
point raisod. 1 know a farmr-a gentleman of long
practical experience, of large j udgmnent, of scientific train-
ing, of business habits, of Pconomical life -whose quiet
deliberate judgnment is (and ho is a methodical bookkeeper)
that the profits of farming have distinctl>' and positively
declined since the National Policy came in force, and that
that decline is due to the increased cost of production
which naturally hampers any industry prevented from
buying its raw materials in the cheapeat mtarket. And 1
know no ma~n more free from part>' prejudice than my
informant.

But the more frequent answer made to those who
asert that tho exodus to the United States is due to dis-
content with our fiscal conditions in this :IlWThy, then,
do the>' go to a more highly protected country ? " To the
man>' who feel compelled to arrive at conclusions without
resort to any process of refloction this appears as a Ilshort
cnt>' proof that protection is not the trouble with Canada.
The repl>' to this argument involves the consideration of
certain conditions in the United States whichi have reLÂ-
dered the policy of protection less injurious, or, proper>'
speaking, more slowly injurious to that country than Vo
Canada. There are still many inviting fields of activit>'
in the United States. But a close study of the econoniic
bistor>' of that country--of the decline of agriculture in
the Eai5torn States and of the riqe of agriculture ini the
Western States ; of the development of certain mianufac-
turing industries and the destruction of others -will gen-
erall>' reveal the fact that the general prosperity of the
UJnited States during the last twentty-tive years has not
been due Vo protection, but to the operation of causes
which have modifled the natural injurious etl'ects of a pro-
tective policy upon any coiumunity as a wbole. Among
the principal of those causes mnay ho mientioned the fol-
lowing :

1. The geographical position of the United States,
including, in a compact square with a double seaboard,
nearly every vaîriable zone of natural production.

2.The abundance and variety of its mineraI resources.
3. The superior advantage of internai free trade

between largely populatod states possessing a variet>' of
productions.

4. The extension of the free trade area outaide of the
country due to the reciprocit>' clauses of the McKinley
Act.

The lasV mentioned cause lias only been in oporation,
of course, for a short tirne, but its offects seem distinctly
recognizable. There is far froni being any argument for
the continuanco of the protective policy by the United
States in these statements. [t is simply contended that
certain conditions have rendered tho protectivo policy more
Blowly injurious to the United States than to Canada. Io
it the part of wisdom Vo ignore the fact that there is more
attraction to the fields of activit>' in the United States
than to those ini Canada ? fin> upon the assumption of
this ground can inditl7erence Vo the economic conditions
which modify the protective policy of our neighbours ho
juetified.

What we have to consider, tîterefore, 1 holdi, are the
conditions obtaining in Canada that would affect the gen-
eral action of any particular trade polie>'. 'l'he sukject
should certain]y ho approached ini a fair and mani>' epirit.
1 t je one of the questions that men have to deal witb in
wbicb mutual misunderstandings often become accon-
tuated into violent differences of opinion, and in which
the slightest over-statement of the case on either side is
usuailly a danger, even with thinking mon.

What, thon, are the conditions whicb bave rendered
protection more rapidly injurious to Canada than to the
UJnited States ? The firet one, 1 take it, im our geographi.
cal shape. Internai interchange of productions between a
single string of provinces, rougRbly speakingz for commercial


