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The cloutis bat not ail passed by as the pedestrians
fouindtt their cost, for, where there à~e cloutis over the
bush in July, there ao are mosquitoca. Physically as
well as psychicaily, Wilkinson wcs thie-skmnneti, anti
'iffordeti a ready anti appotizing feast to the blooti suckers.
Ris companion stili smoked bis pipe in tiefeece, but for a
long time ie silence. IIThe multitude of flis " matie bim
aurgle occaionally, as lie gazed upon the schoolmaster,
whose blue anti yellow silk bantikerchief was sprearl over
the hack of his heati anti tieti untier bis chie. To quoto
Wordsworth thon wonld have been like putting a match
te a powder magazine, The flies were worst on the mar-
gin of a pond formed by the extension of a sluggish black
streani. "Go on, Wilks, my boy, out of the pests, wbile
1 atit some water plants te my collection ;" but this,
Wilkinson's chivairous notions of friondship wouid net
allow him te do. Ho broke off a ieafy hranch from a
Young maple, anti siasheti it about him, while the botanist
ran along the etigo of the pond looking for flowers witbin
reach. As usual, they were jnst out of reach anti no
more. So ie badtet take off sboes anti socks, turn up the
legs of bis trousers, anti wade in after tbem. "lLook at
that now! " hoe saiti with pritie as hoe returneti with his
booty, "Nympa odorata, Nuphar ativena, anti Brasenia
Peltata are't they beauties?'"

"What is that black object on your leg ? " the dominie
nianagedtetogasp.

l'ai thankful to you for saying that, my kinti frienti,
for it's a murdering leech."

"Sait is the only tbing to take theni off wit,"
remuarkcti Wilkinson really interestoti; "anti that is just
what we are deficiont in."

11I say, Wilks, try a trop of the crater on bim ; tion't
waste the b!essiegs of Providence, but juat lot the.least
particle fail on bis nose, whîite I scrape blet off."

The surgicai operation succeedeti, anti the achoolmaster
biaîf forgot bis own troubles ientioing goodtet bis fiienti.
Xhile the latter was reclothing bis feet, anti pressing bis
SPecimens, the maple brancb ceaseti working, anti its
Owcer finely apostrophizeti the fielti of white and yellow1 'osSoms.

Tîjere sit4 the water lily like a rovereigli,
lier little empîire iii a fairy wrrld,
The purpie dragon-fly abuîve it hoveri,îg,
As wlien lier f ragile ivory unctrled,

A thoîtruanti yecrs agir.
Bravo, Wilks, if yoc are poching o-i my preýserves

but I1'vtsh that sanie purple tiragon-fly would bovor round
bere in thousantis for a minute. It's a pleissure to 4ee
them sail along anti gobbio up the mosquitoes."

'The timinie continueti
'i'r-day i -rcw the rgr,-l

''tuic frriitheirweil.- xhere hli ii lie.

Ait-iiier inivrilse rent the veil
0 f bis, olîl husk; froin lioad to tail
i'aine 'rut clear plates of apptiire miail.

I1[te driet i i, îvîîîs4: like gauze tlîoy grew
'l.'hi-4r' crrftr anîd 1îastiiîre- wet with rlew
A lv ing flahi 'f light lie lew.

Flurroo ! " crieti Coristine, as witb knapsack reati
.lfstetilbe took bis companion by the arm anti resuneti the
.lourney; "lurroo again, 1 scy, it's into the very heart
Of nature we're getting now. Bless the mosquito anti tee
leocb for opeeing the welI of English untiefileti."

Wilkinson was wounti up to go, anti repeateti witit fine
conversational effect :

But ,irw, l)erple\Qrl ly wlîat th' irl mnan bail -aidj,
My rquestiron agerly durl 1 renew
11-rw i it iliat Yoîî live, andl wlîat is it youî do?

Ife, ritlî a sînile, dirl thon hi-r words repeat;
Andl sain, tîtat, gctlieriiîg boches far anti wide,
1 le 'travelldl;rtirring tliu-rabout lis ifeet
'The waters of the ponds where they abide.
" Once 1 could ineet witli them on every side
]lut tlîey have ilwindled long by slow rlecay -
yet still IJ urevere, andr findth lenii shere 1i iiay."

"Dati, if the olti mac bati been bore, hoe migbt have
matie bis fortune by this time. 1'Stirring thus about bis
foot the waters of the ponds wbero tbey abitie' may ho fine
emploYment, but the iaw's gooti enough for nme, seeg
tbey'ro bouet to dwindle long by slow tiecay. Yoc tion't
happen to bave a scrap on a botanist, do you 1 "

IlYes," replieti the schoolmaster, "lanti on a blint one,

Anlleioalls titaîreru n f fliwers:the beatî,t, he fox-gbove with i ii

TIie palmny fers green elegance, fatînerl lin-rft rvoorllamid mells;
TIe Milkwort on the momsy turf hi-r rîce trruch finger-r trace,Anti the, eye-lrighît, thouglt ho ueei it tnt, ho finds h lu lt-rplai!e."

"h 9A blicti botanist, anti in the Olti Country, too; well
tt'B strange True, a hliit mac coulti know the lovoly

wallfowr anti hyacinths anti violets anti aIl those sweet-
Benteti thine by their smeli. But to know the littlo hîce
milkwort anti the Eupbrasia by toucb, bangs me. If it
was 0cr fine, big pitcher plant, or the ladies' slipper, or
the giant-fringeti orchis, or the May apple, I coulti under
stand it ; but perbaps hoe knew the flowers before ho got
to be blicti. I think I coulti finti ny way blintifoidedtet
seule spots about Toronto whore spocial plants grow. I
believe, Wilks, that a mac cocitin't camne a subject you
wouldn't have a quotation for ; yoc'ro wonterful !"

Wilkinson was dliglitot. Thie fiattory was moat anti
drink to bim. Holding the arm of bis admiring frient, lho
Poureti out bis soul in verse, allowing bis companion, from t
timne 10 time, the opportunity of contrihuting a little ta
the poetic feast. The .two virtually forgot te notice the
level, sandy road andi taise sconory, the clouded sun, the
troubiesome flies. For tho timo being, tbey were every-

thieg, the one to the other. By their owc spirits wore
they deifieti, or thougb-lt tbey wtî'ro,, at the moment.

Tbougb the achoolmiaster was revolling in the appreci-
ation of bis friend,,lho coulti fot fail to percoive that lho
limpeti a little. IlYou [have hurt your foot, Corry, my
doar fellow, anti nover toit mie."

"Oh, it's notbing," repiieti the iigbt-hearteti lawyer
1. trot on a stick in that pond where I got the Brasenia

anti thingsandt my big toe's a bit soro, that's al."
"Corry, we have forgotten the blacktborns. Now, in

this calni bour, secret to frieedsbip, lot us presont each
other witb nature's staff, a walking-stick cnt from the
bush, humble tokens of ouir mutual estoem."

Coristine agreeti, anti the resuit was a separation anti
careful scrutiey of tho untorbrusb on botb aides of the
rocti, whicb octet in the fieding of a tiogwood hy the Iaw-
ver, anti of a stripeti maple by the dominie--both straight
above anti curleti at the root. These, havîng removeti
from the bush, they brought into shape witb their pocket-
knives. Thon Coristine carvot Il F. W." on the bandle of
bis, while Wilkinson enlgraved "'E. C." on tbe oneolho
carniet. This heing don e, each presenteti bis fellow with
"this tterly inadequate expression of sincere friontisbip,"

wbich was accepteti'l"cot for its intrinsic worth, but
b"ýcanse of the gecerous spirit whicb promptet the gif t."

"Wbenever m-y oye resta on these letters by friectiship
tracet," saiti the tioninie, Ilmy ploasant companion of this
happy day will leho boinleremembrance."

"Anti when my fingers feel ' E. C.' on the bandie,"
retortoti the lawyer, "ll'Il lho wiabing that nmy dean friend's
lot, that gave it nie, may ho easy toc. Faith but that's a
bard pue on an Irisbmian."

Il eriously, now, Corry, does it give you any satisfac-
tion to ho guilty of tbese-ab-retorical figures

"Ail tho delight in the world, Wilks, my boy."
"But it lowers the tono of your conversation ; it puts

yon on a level with common mec ; il grieves mie."
IlIf that iast la the case, Farquhar, ['11l(10 muy boat to

ighit agaîcat imy bestting in. Yon'll admîit ['vo been
xery tender of your feelings witlî tlem."

How'a your foot eow ? "
"Oh, splendid! This stick of yours la a powerful

bel1> to it. 'ou , jr g on, the frîril atît way,
And ir îerrlly bout thes-tilo-a:

A iîierry heart gýronr al liee'lay,
V ru>r ad tire-r lu a nIle-a.

Shakespeare's songa remiet ime of young Witlîerspooe.
Tîiere wcs a party at oit Tylor's, anti a lady was singieg
1'Tell me where i8 f ancy breti'?' wbeil young Witiîerspoon
cornes up to the piano in a burry, anti says: Why, tion't
you know 'i-at Nasmitb's anti Webb's.'

"lLord! how savage oit Tylor was! 1 thought hoe
woult bave kicked the young âtisaont."

IlThat is just wbat wo lovera of literature have to
endure from the Philistines. But, Corry, niy tear fellow,
here la the raie !"'

The raie foîl, et firat drop by trop, but afterwards more
.smartly, forcing the potiestrians to take refuge unter some
leafy pines. There tbey sat quietiy for a time, ti11 their
ieterest was exciteil bY e teep growl, wbich seemoti to
coine round a jog ie the roatijuit abeat.

Illa that a bear or a wolf, Corry 1 " the dominie asketi
ie a whiaper.

IlMore like a wilt cat or a lynx," cheorfully respondet
bis frient.

The growl was repeateti, anti thon a buman-like voice
waa heard wbich quieteti the ferocions animal.

" Whatever it is, it's got a keeper," wisperot Conis-
tino, Il 0owO neetin't ho afraiti."

Then the sue shoce forth brightly anti a raîcbow
spanneti the sky.

IlThe rainbow comes anti goos," sait the iawyer, whicb
gave the achoolirastor occasion to recite :

M',y heart leaps iup wileui bjelîrnlrl
A rainbhrw litue -ky.

Srr was ih when iîîv life bogln
So le it uow1la iauian;

So l'e it wlien I1nhaîl grrîw abI(
Or let lite die!

The chilrl le fatlier ouf tlîe ml
Andi 1 cnîtîl ish ny iaV-rtri ho
Blrund eaclï ir each ïby ntrîral piety.

Brayvo, well doue, anccre ! " cniet a cheory anti
cheeky voice commeg round the jog ; Iloo'ti e îhonght of
meetin' a play bactor 'ere in the bush !Dawn, Huggins,
mown," the latter to a lergisb anti wiry-lookieg terrier, the
authon of the ominous growls.

1 heg your pardon, ir," sait Wilkinson wiîh dignity,
1I have nothing to do witb the stage, beyonti atliinmg

the accient onnamonts of the Eeglisb trama."C
Il Hall rigliti, no boffence meant anti noce taken, l' ope.

But yetiti it weil, ir, tievilish weii, I tell you. My
camne is Rawtioc, anti l'ni a workin' geologist anti miner-
ologiat bon the tramnp."

The stranger, w;ho batl thus introtuceti hiuiseif, was
short, about five foot five, fairly atout, with c large beat
coveri't with curly rettisit bain, bis whîskens anti gcaee
of the sainie hue, bis eyes pale gnayish, bis nose retroussé,
and bis mouth like a haîf-moon iying on its back, Ho
was tinesset in a tweed suit of a very broati check ; bis
beati was crowneti witb a pitb bat, almoat too large even
for it; ant i ie wore gaiters. But, wbat entearet bim ta
the petestrians was bis knapsack mate of saie kint of
ribbet bnown waterproof clotb.

IlEliben of you gents take any hinterest in science'?
ho asket affably, whereupon the schoolmaster took il upon
hiniself ta reply.
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tas an educationist, dabble a little in geoiogy,
mineraiogy, and pahe-ontology. My frienti is a botanist.
You are Mr. llawdon. Allow me, Mr. Rawdon, to intro-
duce my friend Mr. Eugene (Ioristine, of Osgoode Hli,
Barristei', and my humble self, Farquhar Wilkinson, of the
Toronto Schoois."

Mr. Rawtion bowed anti shook bands, thon threw him-
self into a stage attitude, anti said :Il [lis it possible that
1 arn face to face with Farquhar Wilkinson, the describer
of a hentirely new spocios of Favosites ' Sir, this lsaa
perroud day for a workin' geologist. Your servant, ]Dr.
Coristine!"

Il'ino doctor, Mr. l{awdon," repiieti the lawyer, a
bit angrily 1 passed al my examinations in tbe regular
way."

Hif it's a fair question, gents, ware are you a goin""?
asked the working geologist.

XVe intenti, if notbing intervenes. to spenti the night
at the village of Peskiwan.-how," aeswered Wilkinson,
whose heart warmod to the knapsackc man that knew bis
groat discovery.

Beastly 'oIe "reiarketi Mr. Iiawdoe ' but, as Viii
a long way hoUi Barrie, l'il go there with you, if Mr. Our-,
rystone 18 hagrooable. I don't want to miss the hoppor-
tunity of niaking your botter hacquaintance, Dr. Wilkin-
son."'

I ar sure that my frienti anti 1 will be charinet
with your excellent society, as a man, a fellow pedesîrian
and a lover of science," the dominie effusively repiieti.

IWell, Muggins, we're a-goin' back, holti(log, aloeg o'
two gents as haint above keepin' coinpaey wi' you andi
mie," whereat Muggins harked andi sought to miake friends
with bis new companions. Coristine liketi Muggins, but
hie did not love Muggies' master, Sotto voce, ho saiti A
cheeky little cati! "

Mr. ltawtion and Wilkinson forged on aheati. (ori4-
tine and Muggins brought up) the rear.

IWhat are you working at now, Mr. Rawdon" asked
the scboolmaster.

Il'mi workin' hup the Trenton and U tica, the Udtson
River and Medina formations. Tbey hall crop hup
between 'ore and Collin'wood. It's the limnestone l'n
haf ter, you know," hoe saiti, sinking bis voice to a whisper
Il the limestone grits, tiolomites, anti al1 that sort of thieg.Wcn I can get a good grinstuni quarry, l'Il be a matie
mian."

Grinstun Î " querieti Wilkinson, h,3lplessly.
Yes, you know, g, r, i, n, d, s, t, o, e, e, grinstun, for

sharpenin' tools on; turn 'em with a hantile and pour
water on top. Now, air, hevery farn 'ouse 'as got to 'ave
a grinstun, and there's 'ow many farm 'couses in Caniiy?
wy, 'undretis of thousands. You see, thore's money in il
Let mie find a grinstua quarry and l'ni a matie man. And
wot's more, l've found the grinstun quarry. "

IlYou have'? Where 1 " asked the dominie.
The working geoiogist drew off, and playfully planteti

the forefinger of his rigbt baud on the side of bis upturedt
noso, saying "I Walker Thon ho relenteti, and, roap-
proaching bis companion, said: Honour bright, now,
you're no workin' geologist, lookin' out for the bluntl
You're a collector of Favosites Wilkinsonia, Stenopora
fibrosa, Asaphus Canationsis, Ambonychia radiata, Helio-
pora fragilis, anti ail that rot, aie't you now ?"

I certainly seek to make no money out of science,
and am a lover of tho fosiil records of ancient lifo in ocr
placet, but, above ail, 1 assure you that 1 wouid no more
tbink of btraying your confidence than of picking your
pocket. If you have any tioubts, dlo not miake me your
confidant."

IlHall right, bolti cock, 1 mean, my dear sir. You're
safe bas a cburch. There's a 'untireci hacre lot hup in the
township of Flanders, bas full of grinstuns as a hegg's fuil
of meat. Tt blongs to a Miss Do-Pleaso-us, but wbo the
dooce sho is, 1 tiunno. That's Just wot l'ai a-goie' to finîl
bout. If she hain't pait iber taxes, hein' hion the non-
resitient roll, I mav ho hable to pick bnp the landi for ls
than ton dollars, anti it'll bring mie hie tens of thousantis.
Thon l'Il skip back to bold Il nglaed ant i et it fat.."

Coristine was not so takon up with Muggies that hoe
faileti to overbear the conversation. Ho titi not catch it
ail, but hoe learneti that a lady, a maitien lady, wbose namne
mediateti hetween Jewplesshy anti Do Please, owneti valu-
able mineral landis, of whicb the working goologi8t ictentieti
to deprive lber hy unfair means. Miss Du -Please-us was
nothing to biin, but Justice was sometbicg, anti the man
Rawdoni was an unutterable cati. How Wilkinson coulti
tako any pleasuro in bis society ho coulti not untierstanti.
Ho bati a gootind to cbuck the dominie's stick into the
next creek anti lot it float to Jericho. Ho dit throw it
away along the road, but Muggins brouglit it back.
Desertet by bis bosom friend for a common, low down cati
like that ; Oh, by Jove ! He strotie along in silence,
wbile Muggins, bis only frionti, came anti rubheti bimself
against bis log. No, hoe would not givo in to fate in the
shape of a Rawdoe. lHe bcd important secrets regardieg
the welfare of two women, tbat Providence seemeti to bave
thrown le bis way, in bis possession. If Wilks turneti
traitor, ho coulti break the pact, anti make one of these
women happy. Pity ho wasn't a Turk to take care of the
pair of them. Night had falien, but the moon shone oct
anti the stard, anti it was very pleasant walkiiîg, if only
Wilkinson would givo tho loaRt bint that ho was conscious
of bis frieeti's existence. But the schoolmaster was happy
wirh the mining ativenturer, wbo know bis man well
enougb to mix a few fossils vith the grinstuns.


