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The Rifle.

To add interest to the class firing of the permanent corps, Major J.
Peters of IC Battery, R.C.A., offers a prize of $io annually to be given
to the non-commniseioned officer or mnan -making the highest aggregate
score.in the first and second stages of the reguiation annual flring. The
prize wiil be given this.year as a.beginning.

THE MIi.ITARY RIFLE LEAGUE.
Further reports are to hand respecting participation in the compe-

tition of tLis. proposed league. Lt-Col. Smiith, D.A.G., commandant of D
Co., I.S.C., London, Ont., says the company will certairily enter a teani.
He thinks the idea a good one, and wilI do what hie can to encourage it
in his district. L.t.-Col. Tracy, of the 7 th Fusiliers, London, says they
will certainiy be represented.

l.t.-CoI. Hon. J. M. Gibson, 131.h Battation, Hamiilton, favours the
league, and promises keen competition from his doughy sharpshooters.
The Hamilton boys are eager for the spring, so that they may have a
chance at another city match.

Cornîlaint cones froni Kingston, likewise from L.ondon, that no
6oo yard range is available at either of those places.

Tlhe MILITIAi GAZETUTE has been asked of late to whomi shotild
letters on business of the proposed league be addrcssed. In reply we
would say that MNr. W. R. Pringie, lately of Montreal but now of Tor-
onto, was the p)rimne mover in the affair, and we wouid suggest that he
be acting secretary uintl perlîlanent organization be effected.

.A\NLJXLT MATCH FOR THE PERMA\NENT CORPS.
Mao .. eters, of C 1Bttcry, R.C A., who wvas the orgaùiizer of the

recent telegr-t hic contest between teanis of the permianent crs a
forwarded the conditions printed below for a l)roposed annuai match
Open to th~elpermanent corps, and desires us to request that intending
competitors will commnunicate with hini as soon as possible. C lBattery,
he says, will subscribe $30 towards a trcphy, and lie has no doubt other
corps enterinhr 'iii coutribute like amounits. It is prOj)osed that this
annual match he flred with either the long or short Snider,. uipoil the
foliowing conditions:

Tlhirty (30) olicers, ri. c. officers and men in drill order wih expense
pouches; one field officer iin conimand. ith armny revolver.

Squid in extended order at 400 yards at the " Ready."
Target api)ears on the ' commence fire " and reinains tip for go

seconds, during which timie as mnany rouinds as possible may be fired,
independent firîng. At the expiration of the go seconds the target dis-
appears for 25 seconds when the squad miust advance at the double and
not hait until it again alppears fôr 9o séconds, when-.flring is resumed
again.

On the second disappearance of the target for 25 seconds they wîll
advance as before, haiting for the final firing when the target is raised
for the last 9o seconds.

'l'lie uinpire will see that the target is raised on the " commence
sounding, that the squad does not advance tili target is lowered, and,
when lowered, that skirinishers are advancing at the " double,," hahting
only as it appears; i.e., mcei must not double to any fixed point, lie down
and be waiting for target to al)lear.

'l'lie unmpire to be the 1). A. G. or commandant of the sclîool.
Two officers to be in the " butts," one of wlîonm nust belong to atru-
side corps and not be going through a course of instruction.

* The unipîre iili check the time of e\postire of target froin firing
poin, and wil counit hits at end of match according to 1). R. A. rules,
teiegraphing resuit to Adjutant-General on date nanied below.

T'argets to be al white, 6' x 2" 2", lines as directed in 1). R. A. skir-
mishing target, but lines to be invisible to narksmieî.

Any numtber of ta*rgets inay be tused in lhue, provîded tiîcy are iot
iess ilian îîine feet apart (rouii inside edge to edgc

It wilI be at the option of cadi corps to shoot on echher June ist,
2nd or 3rd, result to be wired to Adjutant General on the last day.

No firing to take place on these dates except for the match, and no
squad may have a second triai. No sighting siiots.

As it is imîpossible to prevent the loss of cartridges froni the expense
pouches and pouches while " doubling " and " lying down " in skirmish-
ing, squads may wear cartridge belwswith looj)5.

HOW TO SHOOT.*
The value of winter.instruction in the miatter -of rifle practice is

cor.*ing mi.ore and *nmore to be undersopd b>' those in charge of troops,
and in a recent order the Adjutant-General of the State of New York
goes over this matter %vith such detail, that his instructions are of vaiôe
to everyone having a rifle. 44e directs: Commanding officers of com-
panies will see that the eniisted men of their'respècitîve :commands
receive the nëëessary preliminary ipstruction in rifle practice, and, where
possible - that they have gatiery- practice,' bèfore t* hey are sent to the
ranges.

The'following inst14ructions prepared .by the G(eneral Inspeètor os
Rifle Practice iGen. Robbins).are prescribed:.

Sighti.g.-I. A sand bag for each squad will be plac edon ares'e
which may be a table, a tripod, or. a stack of armis, and so arranged. that
the.bag will be about 4j/2 ft. from the. ground. . The men will be fàrnied
in single rank, and in squads flot to exceed ten nmen in. each. The in-
structor will then flatten the sand bag wiih the back of his hand, lay a
full cocked rifle on it, aim at some sm-all object at as g reat a'distance
from it as the drill roorn will permnit'(a wafer on the wàII, for instance>,
and explain to the men the following simple rules:

The sight should not incliiie to the righit or left. The- une of sigh 
should be taken along the centre.of the notch of the reaj- sight and.'thê
top of the front sight, which should cover the middle of the mark aimed
at. The eye should be flxed on the mark, and flot on the front sighÉ
Particutar attention should be l)aid to this ruie, as beginners are apt to
fix the eye on the front sight and flot on the mark, which prevents thé
latter from being distinctly seen, and greatly increases their difliculty in
aiming.

2. [he instructor will also explain the diflerent kinds of sights, vjz
Fine Sight-When the point of the front sight is just seen through the
notch of the rear righit, the effect of which is to shoot lowv. Full Sight-_
When the Nvhole of the %vedgc shaped portion of the front sight is dis-
played through the notch on the rear s-ght,' the effect of whichi is to shoot
hîgh. Hall-Sight WVhen but haif the front sight is seen.

3. At timies during this drill the leaf of the rear sight should be
required to lx- raised.

Aiiiint.r - (One.) Corne to the position of ready and raise the leaf
of the rear sighit.

(Two.) Raise the rifle smnarth, in front of the right shoulder to the
fuil extent of the left arm, without mnovîng the body, head or eye ; the
armis to move close to the body ; harrel nearly horizontal and pointing a
few inches below the mark ; the eyes fixed up0fl the forefinger insîde the
trîgger-guard ; both clbows incli md downward.

(T1hree.) Press the piece smartiy %with both hands agaytinst the hollow
of the shouider, which mnust nieither be allo*%wed to-give way nor l)ressed
forward or raised to mecet it : the ieft eibow at the saine timie heing
broughit as far under the rifle as is possihje %ithout aasumiing an
unnatural position ; the righit liow siightiy raised, being neariy squarely
with the right shotulder ; the centre (or radier the upiper than Iower) part
of the hutt to lie presSc(ilrniiy against the shouider %vith the ieft hand
withotut touching the coliar borne, the toi) of the lutt being -as nearly as
possible even wîtli the top of the shoalder, the forefinger xviIi bc placed
around the trigger like a liook, but without pressing it ; the head and
biody xiii be kept perfectiy l)eri)endicular the whole timie, nio atteinpt
being mnade to look' through the sights.

(F'our.) Close the Ieft eye and incline tihead to the right over the
small of the stock so that the right cye niay q<uickly l)erceivc the coin-
cidence of the rear and front sights, and the object aimed at,

(Five.) Raise the head, look squareiy to the front and bring the
piece sniartly to the first position.

llractice in aiming wvil1 be contintied until the men Mm iiquickiy ,and
correctly fromi the shoulder, after which they shouid be taught how to
discharge the ai b> pressing or squeezing the tigga ndepcily
avoid a pull or jerk ini so dorng. gaadescal t

MOU NTED ]R IFLE PRACTIICE.

Major E. V. Suinner, 51h13. S. ( avalry, Inspector of Smlaii Armis
Practice, Departmient Missouri, in bis annuai repor't, Presenits sonie
interesting data and pays especial attention to the practice of miounted
nien. On this head he says t Il nalil mounted practùce with armis the
horse is alrnost as important a factor as the'nan ; therefore, the necessity
for purchasing bettcr horses and having them utndergo a certain. amiount
of training before being piished into the ranks with the service bit nloi
in use and whilc they are perfectly green, sîotuld be understood. Under
cxisting conditions the oppýonents to the use of the revolver in the tanks
of thZ cavairy arc (1uite weil suipported iii considering the %vcapon more
dangerous to friend than foe ; and, unfoirtutitelv, those who enist the
recruits and thiose who purchase the horscs lhavelittie to do withi their
coming together as impleinents of war iii the-ca%,alry sense. The reduc-
tion of the target season to two rnonths givés ampie tirne for rifle and
carbmne practice. Cavairy should have one month additional for re-vol-
ver practice, mounied'and dismoutited. - Meni may differ in opinion as
to the importance that should be given to each of the parts of a soidicr's
dut',. but in acting together in harnony and- friendship Wve wear off the
rough edges of prejudice and arc able to acco nipfiih a resu'i.t gratifying
to ail and of inestimabié.benefit to the service."

THE NEW RIFLE.

T he Adrniraily and Horse Guardç Gazelle.says: on dit that the
new magazine rifle is to be issued to the First Army Corps next Febru-
ary. The Government factories at Enfield and Sparkbrook are working
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