ssage,. il

allusion

you'thiat¥istch s, proceeding:

R 8; [
you: tAceept; such

-+ W Your- duty, therefor

)

. o
- gecline thé*invitation, (laughter); and I.should in
. gach cage deem it my diity te state the matter to .the
. *Bouse at its meeting on “Monday,’in " order ‘that the
~“.- House might deal with the matter in the manner
" which it hsz usually dealt with matters of the sume

" 'kind on former occasions.
. ¢ It seems to me, MOreover,

infringing the privileges of
yourself & party
_ (Ganeral cries’of ! Hear, hear.) N
: o T  Yours sincerely, “p
: ALMERSTON.

& The Right Hon Sir Rubert Peel, Bart, &c.”

I wrote that fetter late st night, and had it given to
“a messenger o deliver tw wy right bon. friend early
on-Siturday morping. o -the course of Saturday.
. communieations twok place which led to a request,—
. oot directly in the pature of the invitation which 1

tad begged my right hon. friend to decline, but pro-
" pusals were made to him that he should name &
nd I requested my right hon. friend to refer -to
rer nnil-cheeringy—not with a view

" friend

s me (great” lungh)

of mukiag arrsogemenws for.a meeting (renewed

\party-to- tha

. 1¢:sendingiyou a’
"gonsequence;’ of 'what “he ' considers
* to-him in*your speech this afterncon ;|
ght,itherefore,  before I leave the[on'the
‘th cha.’] rby-the:|.
he: privileges of |

that yaur official posi-

tion renders it the more incumbent upon you to uvoid
Parliament and mekiog

to what would be a public scandal.

Juugbter), but officially to refer to me the gentleman

“whg bad been commissioned to communicate
‘oy ‘right hon. friend

with
I saw thnt gentieman this

- woraiog ; 1 explained to bim the bearing of the con-
templated proceeding vn-the rules and privilegea of
this House, nnd I stated that I sbould deem it my
duty <o bring the matter under the natice, of this
Housge, in order that you, Sir, and the House might
deal with it in such a manoer as might be deemed

expedient.

I algo thought it right to inform the hon.

gentleman tbe meinber for Tipperary that such was
my intention, a8 he would probably think it right to

" bt in bis place at the time.

[ have now, Sir, done

fibxt which ['thick it'was my duty to do (cheera);
+»apd [ have only to say that, having brought the mat-
ter under the knowledge of the House, [ lenve it to
.you and the House 10 deal with itas you thizk fit.—

(Cheers.)

The Speaker—It nuw having been brought under

the notice of the House that a distinct breach of its

privileges has been committed by the hon. member
for Tipperary, it becomes my duty to call on that
hea. member Lo express his regret for the breach of

" privilege e hya committed, and to give an agaurance
tu 1nia Huuse thatthe malter sball proceed no fur-

ther, (Heur, hear )-

Mejor Gavin—I ey, as the friend of the O'Donog-
hue (cheers), that the House will allow me to say 8
few words in explanation, and I think when hon.
gentlemen have beard the statement they will agree
I believe
every one in this House read, if they did not hear,
Io that debaie very
strong languape was made use of in referenc- to my
friend the hon. member for Tipperary. (Hear, hear.)

with me that [ have notbing to regret.

he debate on Friday night.

My bon. friecd on hearing that language did not
avail himself of the role which enabled him to rise
to order, bu left the House very indiguant and high-

1y irritated. He cailed on me at the club on Satur-

day morning, and stated that he felt himself grossly

offended. I begged bim to put in writing the words
1 am bound to

which he felt hurt at, and be ‘did so.

say that, havipg conmsulted with him, and having
fully considered those words, I quite agreed with him
in opinion. And for any act which may bave been done

1, and [ alone, am respoasible.

(Cheers.) As well

a3 I.can recollect the language which was employed,
- it referred to a meseting held at Dublin, and presided
over by the hoa. member for Tipperary, of shich the
right hon. gentleman the Ohief Secretary said that it
_ consisted of * manikin traitors,” that it sought to
imitate the 's cabbage-garden” proceedings of 1848,
but that he was happy to say the call was not an-
swered by a single respectable person. I think tkose
were the words (hear, hear) ; if I am 1n error let me
be corrected. I thought over those expressions, and
1 arrived at the conclusion that they were words that
no gentleman should rest under. (Hear, hear.) I
_ bad tbe honour of being in the army for 24 years,
. and I am quite certain 1but no such language would
" pe tolerated in that honourable profession. (Cheers.)
Entertaining that view, and having o very high opi-
" nion of the right hon. geatleman the Chief Secretary
. for Ireland, [ was convinced that it would be only
necessary ror me to place before him the very injuri-
" .ous nsture of the expressions made use of, and that
o wauld give such explauntions 83 would be satis-
faviory o my hen ‘friend. 1 weat to Sir Robert
_ Peels bouse on Saturday morning. He had just left

10 go to the [rish-office.
terview with bim there,

I followed, and had an in-
I told him my hon. friend

1t -nember far Tipperary felt thut the langnage
. wuich he bad made ose of ou the previous night was
such a3 one geatléman could not hear from another,
" I wdided thai that was my opigion also; that my
hon. friend could not possibly rest under the words
' which had been used, and that I required sn expla-
owijon. (Hear, hear.) [ ssked him to let me con-
" vey to my hon. friend that he meant no offence. I
thea went farther, and tried to separate those words
' 1 roean those expressions as to oo respectable per-
" gun having auended the meeting The right hon,
baronet said he would adbere to the words in_their

“integrily. sked s !
"He said I muat write to him on the subject.

is ug follows : —
415, Charles-street, St. Jameg's, Saturday.

« My dear Sir Robert,—As the explauation given
by you to me regardiog the words you made use of
. O'Donoghue last night in the House is

_ pot satisfactory, and a9 the matter cannot possibly
remain in its present position, I must request you at

towards The

once to refer me to » friend.
. “ Faithfully yours, 6.6
UG, Gavin.

1o the Rigat Ho. Sir R. Pedl, &c.”
Well, Sir, on :
the right hoa. barouet,

gweet (laughter),

. .night. . However,

. ngble lord
.. lang

" would 50 readiiy respond 10 apy

T Chests.) , This, Sir, 18 thie lette
.4 Irigh-office, ,Grestggll:e,a

SN )

R

1862,

cation I received from Lotd Fa
b Satdrday morning, I refecred;to hi
esaed to,mé yesterday afternoon,

ety

ton this, moro] tated. to
bert Peel” bad reférred ‘me  to him for an

0! ‘words which the:

"I then asked him to refer me toa friend.
I did
write to bim, and if the House wishes it I 'will read.
the letter. (Cries of Hear, hear,"and ** Read.”) It

Saturday evening I received a letter from
which was very short and
saying that hebad referred it to &
" “friesd. (Hear, bear.) 1 bad naturally supposed that
* ‘would bear the name,’ but there wag no name men-
" "Libped [laughter] ; and, though the letter was writ-
" fep a1 4 U'clock, 1 did not get it till very lste at
( iast night [Sunday], I got'a letter
“from the right Hon. baronet, statiag what thé “House
. 'bas.siresdy beard--that I was'to be ‘referred to: the |,
S at the bead of the  Government. [Great
ter snd cheers.] Aad the House will ‘allow me
‘to say ‘tkat there is no ope'in 'the:House who, I think,
‘ readiiy ing of the kind.

stréet, Whitehall,

Dear. Major Gavin,~—Ia consequence of & commu-

o 1 re from Lord ‘Palmerston very "early
‘ ‘him thi letter you-
‘and I'hdve this.
ply, from. hini'degiring -me, to ' re.,

Lo in'hig'real charsoter.. (The bon. gentleman resumed:

i olibis ‘seat: -
'that: Sir,),
: or af‘explaoa-’
words whichthe: right bon, baronet had. okt
i Fnd&z: o I'l.‘ﬂ'mght ;b.a | mﬁ g?ge"-*(c'ﬁ” " 'h“:" hw’.”)“d e e L e of the, fand i sach P"i.’.h." and diocesan | ‘* Bt it enacted, what in every rate'1o.bs -made for ' fallen upoo your .Msjesty:ip/rbe dsatk of your

: ica d-1 L oout!
| way I'underatood., ..(Cheers.) The bopou
‘| member for Tipperary was placed; |

aty-towards'my; friend.: . (Oht
o his honour, and-I went'abon

1'my-bands, "It
ir, and ‘the noble
nd ‘] hops you will

bias new been handed over to yo
lord atthe head of the Treasury
prégerve it (Cheers.) - . D e
The Speaker—The hon and galldnt gentleman the.
member for Limerick, speaking o behalf of the hon.
member for Tipperary, hus been permitted full lati-
tude ; but I must poiat out. to the House thayit
would not be proper in the Houge to- follow him to
the extent be has goneé, because one of she:rules of
the House is that any exception taken to words spo-
ken in debate must be taken on the spot and at once,
and no words spoken can be taken -notice of afier in
the House if such excaption has not been taken taken
to them, and it the words themselves- have not been
recorded by the clerk at the table. The value of
that rule must be felt on the present occasion, be-
_cause the hon..and. gallact gentieman has not pro-
fessed to report to the House the exact words which
bave been complained of by the hon, member for Tip-
perary. ' [t is cow my duty to-tell the House that no-
discussion can 1ake place on the words which were
ased oz Friday evening. The time for. discussing
them has passed. A breach of privilege has now
been brought before the House; and It is roy duty to
to call on the hon. member, who was guilty of what
! must observe to him is an offence te this House, to
to express his regret that ke has committed a breach
of privilege, and to give to the Houge an assurance
that the matter will proce2d no farther. (Hear,
hear.) ‘ :
The O'Donoghue—Sir, I hops it is unnecessary for
me to say that | should regret deeply to do auythiog
to violate the privileges of this House ; and I may say
for myself that [ would have been the last perava in
this House to wouad the susceptibilities of any hon.
member. (Hear, hear.) I hope, bowever, that the
House will accord to me for one moment the consid-
eration whicb they invariably extend to one who has
s personal explunation to make, (Cheers.) Having re-
céived this afternoon an intimation from the noble
lord at the head of the Government that he would
feel it his duty this evening to make a statement with
reference to me, [ felt it my duty to attend in my
place; and, as I took it for granted that what the
noble lord had to suy would refer to what passed on
Friday night, I made a copy of the words used by the
tight hon. barones the Chief Secreiary to the Lord-
Lieutennot of Ireland, and which I considered per-
sonally coffensive to myselt. (Hear.) In rising to
offer a very few words of explanation, I am sure I do
not erroneously estimate the character of this House
when I expect all the more consideration {rom the
fuct that the right hon. baronet did all in his power
10 excite o prejudice against me. (Hear). Perbaps
the House will permit me to rend the words-which I
considered offensive. Alluding to the alleged pros-
perity of Ireland, the right ben. baronet said : —
% 0Of 1he justice of Lbat opinion no more remarkable
procf can be adduced than that which ok place
the other day, when there was danger of rupuure with
Ameriow, and Ireland was filled with American emis-
series, who tried to raise there a spirit of disloyalty.
A meetiog wes then beld io the Rotundw, at which a
few manikin traitors sought to imitnte the cabbage-
garden beroes of 1848 ; but I am glad tosay they met
with no response. There was no one to follow,
There was not a single man of respectability who an--
swered the appeal.” ‘
I felt that this language was personally offessive
10 me,; and I thought that [ could not letit pass. [
felt that the right bon. boronet had come down to the
House, havirg made up bis mind to disparage my
social position ; and [ would not attach any 1mpor-
tance either to agsartions or insinuations that great
allowance should be made for the excitement ot de-
bnte and the heat of argument, for I am ready w0 do
the right hon. barone:the justice to say that his
specches bear the marks of very careful preparation,
(Hear.) The meaning of the right hon. baronet's ob-
Servalions was guite manitest, for his remarks drew
he eyes of the whole House onme. (Hear.) Whay,
then, was I to do? Could I submit to such an io-
sinuation without forfeiting my claim to sit in the
company of honourable men— without bringing dis-
grace on those whosg honour I was bound to cherish,
nud entailing a legacy of shamne on those who are to
follow me? (Hear, hear’) What was [to do? I
1am qaite aware that the ancient mode of arbitre-
ment has fallen into disuse ; but, if it les, those un-
seemly manoers which made it necessary have also
disappeared. (Hear, hear.) What course was [ to
take? [ coasalted with with my hon, and gallant
friend the member for Limerick, in whose bands I
felt that my honour was perfectly safe, and on whose
judgement—matured as it hns been by experience ac-
quired in the most honourable of professiona (Hear,
hear,)—1I could implicitly rely. ‘I consulted with my
hozn. and gallant feiend ; and he agreed with me that
I was oot ocly entitled to expect an explanation, but
bound to demaad, and, if possible, to obtain that ex-
planation. (Cheers.) We did all we could to ob-
tain ag explanation. Iam sure that the House will
agree with me that there was nothing bullyiog in the
tons we adopted. Well we failed to obtain it, and,
if I am forced to come to the concluaion that the right
hon. baronet ia not in an eminent degree distingaizh-
ed by those qualities for which hia countrymen gene-
rally are remarkable, the fault is certainly not mine.
I must say that. whatever the right hon. gentleman
may think fit to say with regard to my political con-
duct or course of action, with regard to that I have
nothing to sey. He may talk ag much as he pleases
about cibbrge-garden heroes, and with all the more
freedom from the fact that the inference which the
right hon. gentleman wighes the public to draw are
buged on the moss flagrant misrepresentation of facts.
When I state that the right hou, baronet i3 perfectly
at liberty- to suy what he likes of my political con-
duct; I may be allowed to explain it in this way—
that I should consider myselt perfectly justified, if I
thought it worth while, to say that the right hon.’
geotleman’s condnct when be went to Derry and
spoke ag he did of the Archbishop of Dublin wasmost
discreditable. (Muormurs and loud cries of orderl)
But I do not feel myself justified in saying—
. The Spenker (interrupting the hon. member), —I do
not think this i3 un ocession .on whicb it is compe-
tent for the bon. gentlemsan to enter ipon s general
discussion of this pature.’ (Ories of * Hear, hear™)
The matter-is coefined in much norrower limits,
(Cbeers.). ~ - * ... a0
The O'Donoghue.~—1 bow ta.your decisicn, but be-
fore.1 sitdowe I wish tosay that I begin 1o.be afraid
that the mind of the right hon. gentleman is not quite
80 hollow; and that:thereis much more of craftiness
‘and ‘cunning inbis. ‘disposition than ~———. . .(Loud:
cries:of “ No ¥ snd :*"Qrder,:order |”) -.Thes, in con-.
.clusion, I must gay, that the right bon. gentleman is
much mlstaken if he supposed he can force me here to.
 writhdraw from & position that'T' oecupy elsewhere, or |
to renounce opinions. that T'congcientiously hold; and’
‘which-I'cotscientiously:beliéve are-held-by the great-
majority. of:;the. Irish: people. ..In conclusion, I have.
10 thank the House for.the:aitention, they bave, ac-.
| '¢orded'me, and I thank the tight on.” gentleman for
thé’opportanity he haa afforded’ me “of exhibiting him'

1amid:-laughter;: marmurs,-aod. cries 'of
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and the right hon, baronet, but between himsslf and,

a8’ passed it i9

ay:add, . although afte passe 1
«<rendy to state the,

t'unnecessrry L0 BAY 3
ghall go’ho. furthe;.d_

LENTEN PASTORAL OF TH
S IRELAND.

E PRIMATE OF

Joaerx, by, the Grace of God, and favor of whe"Apos-,
‘iolic See, ; Archbishop.of Armagh, to the. Clergy
and Laity ‘of the Diocese of Armagh.

Dearly Beloved Brathren —As the holy season of
Lent is now at hand, it becomes our duty to dispose
.ourselves to eater with & penitential spirit on its ob-
servances. Itiought to be our chiet care now 0 re-
‘move’every obatacle that might prevent the Divine:
Grace from descending iute-our souls, in'that abun.’
dance with which it is given during -this. acceptable
time, to all those who are duly prepared to receive it.

“ The existence of secret societies in this diocese, is.

ar evil, against which we think'it our daty to raise
our voice on this occusion. Freemasounry, reprobated
by the Church of God at all times and in all places,
has, we believe, but few followers among onr Uatho-
lic people; bui ws bave renson 1o fear that anotber
unholy combination, generally known by the name
of the Ribbon Society, .counts many members-io-a
gertain portion.of this divcese; all of whom, being
debarred from the Holy Sacraments, lead ungodly
lives. Unreatrained by a sénse of religion, they
ansily fall into the habit of drunkenness, and become
ready instruments ot iniquity in the hacds of the de-
signiog men, who are at the head of this wicked as-
sociation. Yea! the leaders of this society hold a
very bigh place among thoge, who do what they can
to bring disgrace on the religion which they profess,
Yet wonderful is the influence which they -possess
over the misgguided men, who submit themselves to
their direction. ZTheir voice is obeyed rather than
ours, although their lessons can only lead to everlast-
ing perdition. They are looked up to with respect,
almost veneration, wkilst they are even ready to be-
tray into the hands of justice their wretched follow-
ers, as soon as it may appesr that their own self-ju-
terest will be promoted by doing so. To doubt their
word would be nnpardopable disloyalty, whilst at
the same time, their calumnies against the Catbolic
clergy of this and the neighboring cunatries of Eng-
land and Scotland, abundantiy prove that they have
an utter disregard for truth. They hesitate not to
tell their followera in this country that the Irish
clergy, in excluding them {from the sacraments, act
not in accordance with their brethren, the clergy of
Eogland and Scotiand; and, on the other band, their
wretched dupes in England and Scotland are made
to believe that in Ireland ac present the members of
the Ribbon Society are tolerated by the clecgy—nay,
even viewed with faver by them. Now they who
sav such things either of the clergy of other coua-
tries or of Ireland, are guilty of the grossest calumny.
There is no npproved priest who would act in & way
that would justify any such assertion. No priest in
any country could, without mnking himself an ac-
complice in a frightful sucrilege, admit to the Sacra-
ment, noy Freemason, Ribbonman, or other member
of such societies, noless on the indispensable condi-
tion ot previously breaking off all ceanexion for the
future with such uaholy associaiions. We trust that
the clergy in their zeal for snuls »ili do everything
in their power to detach from such societies any
members of their respective flocks, who may bave
bhad the misfortune to give their names to any of
those bodies ; annd that they will be particularly care-
ful to guard the young men committed to their care,
who are still free from all connexion with the afore-
said socioties, against the snare which the designing
persons of whom we have spoken, may have laid for
them. For we pasiors ot sonls must attend well to
those other words which we read in the book of the
prophet Ezechial : * Moreover, if the just wpon shall
turn away from his justice, and shall commit iniquity,
I will Jay a stumbling block before him : he shall die,
because thou hast not given him warning : he shall
die 1o hia sin, and his justices which be hath done
shall not be remembered ; but I will reguire his biood
at thy hand, " But if thon warn the just man, that
the just may not sin, and he doth not sio, living he
shail live, because thou bast waroed him, and thoun
bast delivered thy soul”’—(Ezech, iii, 20, 21.} Let
us earnesily, and, through the intercession of the
most holy immaculate Virgin Mary, beg of our good
God, whio is rick in mercy, that He would vouchsnfe
to visit with His holy grace, and convert, daring this
holy season of Lent, all those who may be eogaged
in the evil courses here specified, or in any other evil
babits or sins, whereby they are kept in that state ot
enmity with Him, which, for those who persevere in
it, ends in the everlasting ruin of soul and body.

Tureing now from those painful subjects, and from
speaking of those who are an exception. to the great
body of our prople, we must nddress ourselves to the
latter, who are our joy and consolation. While ex-
horting them to perseverance, we have to praise
them in particular for the truly Catholic spirit, which
they evince by their readiness to contribute to every
work of religion and cbarity, that appeals to them
for aid., Another proof of their great Catholic spirit
is found in the deep afféction which they bear—and
which thep arc ever- ready to show by their acts—
towards the supreme Pastor and Ponuff of the
Churcb. Yes, dearly beloved brethren, of you wlho
form the great body of -our people we spesk. We
are aware that it is a great source of joy to you to
kuow, that our beloved Poatiff Pius IX. continues to
enjoy good health, to the grent disnppointment of the
enemies of religion—that he still helds temporal
sway io Rome; and that the wishes of those who
have already, by the most wicked and infamous
meaus, deprived him of a great portion of his states,
snpear to be farther from their accomplishment now
thaa they were tweive months ago. You have re-
joiced to witness the signal failurs of the atiempt
which was lately made ia this country, toget up a
demonstration on the part of a certain class of our
Catholic people against Pius IX, in favor of those
colleges which he has condemned. The nppeal made
to- the Oatholic . gentry of Ireland for this purpose,
bas, in many cases, been met by severe and public
cepsure on their part. In other.cases they have
treated it with silent disregard; and on the whole,
the only resnls of this futiie attempt bas been to de-
monstrate to the world that the Irish Catholics of
:the Laity, - who are distinguished -by their rank and
education, yvield to no. class of their fellow.country-
mer in_attachment to the See of Peter, and humble
submisaion to the decision of bim who presides there,
- In fine, you will rejoice to hear, dearly - beloved
brathren, that the great-Oatholic work of the collec-
tion of the St. Peter's Pence, is about to be. perma-
nently established in this Diocese. We now hereby
declare that the canonical establishment of the Cob-
fratérnity of St.” Peter's-Pence .in our Church at Ar-
magh,- will date; from . the approaching feast of the
.glorious Apostle and Patron of Ireland, St. Patrick,
the 17th March ot thia present’ year. ' We invits all
the faithfdl of the Diocese'to unite’'themselves 1o -it.
The .sole conditions’of :aggregation-are ;—1.- To- re-
cite-each day, the - Our.Father,” the .*'Hail Mary,”
the * Apostles’. Oreed,” and * Glory to be the Fatber,”
to beg of God that he would vouchsafe to put an end
tothe calamities which ‘afflict the ‘Church—in’ parti.
calar that ho wonld-histen ‘the' tridmph,of the :Holy'
-Bee over-all'its enemies.’. 2. For.all:those who. have.
:the ;meaxns.of. dolng 50,10 give:at Jeastona..penny-
.each month or, one shilling yearly, to relisve the ne.
cessities of ‘our-Holy Father. " We shall take'sn early’
opportugity of ‘making drrangéments with' odr” be-.
loved Olergy reapecting : parish.collectors, ag well as

ought that’f o

e for committing:|
el of - No'!]- I“think:|. : thia"
“| the ‘Arch, Qonfraternity in-Romé;" an

"|'Already, dearly_beloy

| six, pounds,’as

ia” Oonfraternity
the: members ‘of it in thisiDioc
JBpiritual tréasures, whérey
‘enriched the soda in

gencea wa shallin dae

dearly, brethiren, you
.your readinessito unitéiwith your- brethren’

‘Peter's Pence: " We-Have not long sinceforwarded to
the Holy Father, the snm of one hundred and - ffty-
Bix, p i3 the Brat fruits of the St.: Pater's offer-
ings of his faithful children of the Diocese ob Armagh,
Ho ' hasibeen‘pleased to receive it most gracionsly,
and he sends his Apostolic Benediction most lovingly.
to you all. . . o
We cannot canclude, daarly beloved drethren, with-
out inviting you to raturn ferveat thanks to the Lord
for having inspired-His faithful people to.come to the
assiatance 3f Hig Vicar oo earth, by mean3 of this
admirable work of the St. Peter's Peénce.  When the
-enemies ol .the Holy See had succeeded, by the most
infamous means, in depriving the Pontiff of by far
the greater part of his temporal possessions, and had
imposed an enormous tax on the introduciion of the
necessaries of life into the remusining portion of his
States, they vainly imagined that the Pouliff would
soon be compelled, by dire necessity, to csst himself
at their feet and beg for bread.  In ovber words; they
thought-that the.poor plundered Pope. would soon be
glad to.resign those temporal possessions, which
were now inadequate to his support, and become a
pensioner on their bounty. But they bave been ‘sig-
nally disappointed; owing to this work, which God
bas inspired his people to do. Those who have un-
justly seized the possessions of the Holy See, now
gnash their teeth in despair, when they perceive that
the means of the Pope are not exhausted; that in-
stead of diminishing they are increasing, and that
the public credit of the Holy See at this moment 13
far in advence of their own. You, dearly, héloved
brethren, the faithful people of the See of St.. Pa-
trick, will oot fail to co-operate in this great work;
and the poorest man amongst you who gives his
penny monthly to this fund of the St. Peter's Pence
must rejoice to think that be hus a share in confound-
ing the enemies of the Holy See, who are the enemies
of order, the enemies of justice, the enemies of re-
ligion, the enemies of God.
) “ The grace of our Lord Jesua Christ, and the cha-
rity of God, and the communicationf-of the Holy
:(13311())5:, be with you all. Amen.”—(11/Corinth, xiii.

T Josepa Dixox, Aréhbishop of
Armagh.
Armagh, 24th Feb., 1862.

LETTER OF HIS GRACE THE LORD ARCH-
BISHOP OF DUBLIN.

TO THE CATHOLIC CLERGY AND LAITY OF THE DIOGCESE.

Allow me to call your enrnest attention to the
Foor Relief Bill for Ireland, lately introcuced into
the House of Oommons by Sir Robert Peel, This
bill is most defective,

First —It makes no provision for the proper classi-
fication of the inmates of our workhouses, where the
yuung and the innocent are corrupted and degraded
by continual contact with all that is vicious and cor-
rupt iu the country,

Seconidly—1It leaves the poor Catholic without a
chipel exclusively devoted to Catholic worship; and
deprives him of the advantages granted ta felons in
our jails, who, in those recesses of crime, have a
place to which they caa retire to pour out their
hearts in prayer to their Creator, to visit our Lord
concerled under the sacrnmenta! veils, acd to avail
themselves of the consulations of religion.

Thirdly—1It makes no provision for an improved
dietary, thus leaving the meritorious poor in a worse
condition than the felon in the jail —goilty, perhaps,
of robbery or murder. '

Fourthly--It doea not reiluce the gumber of * ex-
officio” Qluardians, or give n proper influence to the
occupiers of properiy. ‘

Fifthly — It dues no: provide for an equal tasation
over nll the conntry, or, atleast, over each union,
bnt leaves the burden of supporting poverty on the
poorest districts, whilst many rich electoral divisions,
the property of one or two wealthy landlords, are
altogether exempt from taxation, or pay only & nomi-
nal poor rate,

Sixthly—1It still leaves the poor of Ireiand at tie
mercy of English and Protestant Commissioners,
ignorant of the religion and feelings of the poor
Irish ; sent over, not only to teach the poar Catholic
to live on starvalion fare, and to pine away in a cor-
rupting idleness, but also to uphold a system caleu-
lated to extirpate, to degrade, 1o demoralise, and
corrupt the poor in Ireland.

Seventhly —The wew Bill still leaves our Poor Law
a striking contrast to that of England, where the
poor are treated with humanity in the workhouse,
where ont-door relief 13 the general rule— where the
Poor Law is administered by Commissioners of the
same country und religion as the poor, English and
Protestant, and where attempts at least are made to
give a proper education, moral and physical, to poor
children. -

There sre.many other defects in the Biil now be-

‘tare Parliament, which 1 pass over in silence, in or-

der to direct your attention to the 11th clause, which
is particularly obnoxious and oppressive. -You: will
recollect that in the original Poor Law, 1 and 2 Vic.,
c. 56, p. 63, the following words are read : —

" No church, chapel, or other building exclusively
dedicated to religious worship, or exclusively used
for the education of the poor, or any burial ground
or cemetery, nor apy infirmary, hespital, charity
achool, or other building, used exclusively for chari-
table purposes, nor any building, laod, or beredita-
ment, dedicated to or used for public purpoges, shall
be rated, &e.”

This enactment was fully conformable to the Poor
Law of Eungland, where churches, chapels, poor
scpqols, &c., are not raled, and it wo3 dedicated in &
spirit of bumanity, tending 10 protect the interests of
charity, and to encourage the labors of those who
devote themselves to the relief of 1ndigence. I may
add that it was dictated in a spirit of religion, which
taughs, not ealy all Ohristinns, but even Pagans
themsel ez, to look on churches and temples as the
property of the Lord of Heaven and earth, and to
except them, accordingly, from tazation. But our
Buaglish Protestant Commissioners, in their wisdom,
thought fit to recommend Jast summer to a Parlia-
mentary Committee on Poor Relief in Ireland, that
nll exemptions in favor of religion and charity grant-
ed in England and in every other civilised country,
ghould be-withdrawn ‘in Ireland.” Lord Naas, one of
the committee, proposed-the adoption of the views.
of -the commissioners, and his motion was .carried by
a small majority, Those who voted for Lord Nass's
motion, to tax religion and charity in Ireland, were :’
1st—S8ir Edward Grogan, fepresentative of ‘the
200,000 Oatholics of the c¢ity of Dablin. - 20dly —
Mr.: George, M.P. for the Catholic constituency of
Wezxford. ::3rdly—Nr. Herbert,:M.P, for the Catholic
coanty of Kerry. " 4thly—Mr. Gregory, M.P. for the’
Oatholic county of Galway: “Lastly—Mr. Quinn and:
Lord O, Hamilton, M,P.’s: for*Newry: ‘and Tyrone.—
“The :-motion ::of ‘Liord - Nags: was opposed:by. Mesars.:
Cogan, .Monsell, . Waldron, Magnire, . Lord. George
Browne, and Sir J. Arnott. -Gratitude is due to those

‘when ‘an election’comes on.-again:the::Oatholie} con-
stituencies: above.mentioned will oblige itheir,- mam-
bera to.give an.account of their. stewardship, . and o,
explain, why; they supported the odious proposition of
Lotd Nass. - 8ir:Robert Péél'was not’ at all glow  in:
adopting the recommiendation’of . the committee, nnd;’
accordingly, we read in his Bill-the following worda :

adine renin * other |
“1.places in this grev:s_tiw,g_rlg‘qf the collection .of the:St.:

gentlemen for haviog, though inéfectually, ‘support-'|-
ad'the right of charity add religion ;-but T trit that |

f'| approach” your A

‘poor, " aftar the passing of yhig

perty now exempt from:rating asgafoi::];?dnc‘»
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igious; charitable, '.educational, . or:pt u{ £
1'be rateable:to the relief of jthi L an ‘:g.“r
act to the'coatrary, notwithstandig '7thing
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iet-is,"Sir Robert-Peel, if he'can  carey hig o,
. proposes to th"x"our“'c’hnrbhda’,'.ndix;,,.cﬂy;'pgi: m::;

| poor achools, our asylums for| indigence and dé;"itu

‘tiont).. and - ‘even - our -1nst- résting-places; our bue:
; ies. ™ Hence, the chércheg.gtffi"g
he worship of God, withgc
3tance ; fr s State or any othep P"‘bl?;
‘sources, out of;that poverty to: which you were ic
‘duced by ages_ of:confiscation’and penal  laws hre-
-be taxed socording to'their extent and valye. sTngl
more generous.you, were in building-up. the Hougs o
God,- the “more heavily shall you'be taxed, [ > ot
gcarcely add, that this taxation must be a mogt 2“9
.ous burden-on such magnificent churches as we orié
in Marlbornugh ' streel, Gardiner strest, Domin'sea
street, Meath street, Francis street, James s;tr":k
High street, Westland row, Phibsborough, Rathm; et
t0 pass over many others in silence, the erac!‘ionnes'
which must have cost the Cathelics of this cj; o
say little, £200,000. Your innumerabla poarscli; lt y
.erected at an enormous expeese, and the twg my o
ficent hospitals, St. Vincent's and the Mater Misgnf'
cordi, even the resting places of the dead, ang iﬁ'
splendid Oemetry of Glasaeven, if Sir R'oben. :
carry out bis views, are not to be spared. They lCnn
are.to bs valued, and subjected to an enormous'loo'
ation *~ And here, let me ask, why are the Chthoﬁx-
of Dublin to be oppressed by this vexalions tamu‘olc;
Why are we to be treated differently from the eonl
of England? The only object is to give mofe .’:e
tensive support' to the huge bupiiles, those wepg x;
curruption that-disgrace the north and south gjde gf
our c¢ity ; so that true charity and' true religion ar
to be oppressed in order fo promote that 8yste ;
which is effectualiy destroping, and demoralising 0;11
poer workhouses, and to lessen the means of Suppor:.
for them in our admirable hospitals and asylupg
driving them to take refuge in places destructive ot
only of religion and morality, but of life. Harip
now called your attention to the oppressive 1egish§
tion with which you are menaced, I need scarcely eyx.
hort you to protect yourselves ugainstit by recyr.
ring to the constitutionsl means placed at your gis.
posal, Raiss your voices in defence of your religion
and charitable institutions ; send petitions 1o borp
Houges of Parliament, calling ou them not 1o ge.
privé religion and charity of the few privileges they
enjoy, and praying that your churches nnd chapels
your poor scbools, the schools of the Sisters of Chq.
rity and Merey, the schoola of the Christing Brothers
your burial places and cemetries, nod all other plucea'
used for the public good, shall continue exemps frop
all taxation. The good sense and charitable disposi-
tions of the people of England, and the majority of
the Legislature, will lend a willing ear to your repre-
sentiationa. But the urgency of the matter w3l
brook no delay, Sir Robert Peel is active, and reck-
less, as he bas shown in his flight through the West:
and he musy force his oppressive bill through Pariias
ment without allowing sufficiont tite 10 cunvass i3
merits. From his past deeds we cannot imagine tjja:
he will act in a friendly spirit towards the Cathojips
of Ireland. Whilst condemning, as degrading ayi
humiliating, the spontaneous offeringa of charuy i
the relief of the frightful destitution prevailing i»
many parts of this country—whilst hurling bis ipvec.
tives against those who in a Christinn spirit are en-
deavoring to preserve the voor suffering metabers or
Jesus Christ from starvation ~he does not hesitate 19
avail himse!f of hiz cfficial position to send roupd
begging letters, even to the Cathuhie nobility and
gentry of Ireland, endeavoring to collect mouey, not
for the purpose ot relieving indigence ani faviag the
lives of many, for that in hia opinion would be bu-
miliating, but with the view of obtaining funds w
poison the rources of educativn in this country, te
rob our people of their ancient faith, and o spresd
a direful ard devastating spirit of indifference (o all
religion through this Island of Saints. May God
preserve us from such patrons of morality and edu-
cation. The attitude nuw ussumed by Sir Re-
bert Peel, atlempting, &3 he is, to prevent the
charitable and benevoleut people of England from
stretehing out o hand to relieve their sufferiag
brethren in Ireland, reminds me of the account
given by 8 distinguished French wvobleman  of
the right bororable baronet's esploits in Swi
zerland, in the year 1847. At thar period 1the
Radical of Switzerland, under the direction of Qch-
eenbein, determined to nasail with a powerful armyg,
commanded by Gep. Dufour, the Catholics of the
Sonderbund, who, « short time before, hud bravely
repulsed o treacherous attnck ou Luzerne. The Ca-
tholics were few in comparison to their enemies, but
they were brave and determined, and it was no im-
probable that the Radicals might aguin share the
same fate which they had met with au Liuzerne. Be-
gides, the French and Aunstrian governments had ex-
pressed their wish to preserve the rights of the Ca-
tholics, who were only armed to repel the uggressicn
made upon their liberties, their horses, and their
altars, Whilst nemotiatious were going on regard-
ing the means of terminnting the contest, Sir Rubert
Peel, then acting for Lord Palmersion jn Switzerhiud
sent privately. his emissaries 1o ibe Kudical camp, en-
couraging them to strike n fiosl blow before the
treaty between the- Allied Powers could be fisally
ratified, or the Oatbolies properly prepared to resist,
# When,” said he, ¢ the final blow has been suruck,
egociation will be of little avail.” The bearer of
this treacherous message is said to have been a Pro-
testant chaplain. According to the suggestiou tbus
given, the Catholics, who were unprepared, and who
had been lulled into & false security by the hopes of
a peaceful issue of their troubles held vut to them
by the representatives of the great puwers, of whom
Sir Robert Peel wus one, immnediately nseailed by
the Swisg Rndical General, were tutaliy defeated,
and robbed of all their religious and civit liberties.—-
The bistory of the purt taken by Sir Robert Peel s
most granhically described - by Baron D'Hautonville,
at pages 370 and 371 of his history of the external
policy of Franes. The words used by Sir Robert
Peel aceording to our Frenchauthority, in explaining
this honorable exploit, were as follows:—* J'ai fnll
dire au General Dufour d’en fiir vite.” The pour of
several parts of Ireland are now reduced 1o great
misery, and they have no mesna of repelling the In-
roads of hunger or famine. The benevolent Chris-
tiana of England and other parts of the world, like
the allies of the Sonderbund are willing and anziovs
to come to . their relief. - Pray, no hurry,” says Sic
Robert Peel, *your interference is not required.’—
In the mesantime, famioe, like the Swiss Radiesls,
may bring its viciims 1o destruction, and thew the
interference of chaiity will be fruitless. In 1be cit-
cumstances in which we. are placed,. it ig.evidently
.oar duty to.act with emergy .and .solicitude, and,
above all, to. avail ourselves of prayer, the imost
_powerful of weapons, imploring of the Almighty 1D
Ris mercy to briog the enemies of the poor and the
enomies of Christian -education to'a sense of their
duty, or at least to defeal their wicked designs, and
‘to.preserve us from -their snares - Believe me to be
yours, &c., , . ' o
. 1 Pavs

f

 Peb, 23, 1862, .
- MAYNoorH CoLrees—Tae 'Quesy.—The- following
‘beantitul: address of condolence -with: the Queen 13
from the - President, Vice-President, . Professors,: and
Stuadents of the Royal College of St. Patrick, Msy-
nootb:-.‘ [T I ;'.- T sy E
. 70, THB- QUEBK'S :MOST. EXCRLLENT, MAJESTY, - 7
.9 May, iv.plesse;;your. Majesty—We; ; the President,
'Vice-President, Masters, Professors, snd Stoients of
.the "Royal College of 'St, Patrick ' Maynooth, bambly:
] Al ty's’ throne, and * dutifnlly offer .
'to 'your’Majdaty” ot reapeetfn]. condolencein- tbe.
‘overwheiming: affijction;which;\in the:inserntable -des
‘signa-of ' an.all-wise  Providence, hay -.bngxpgcteﬂ_lyl '

oLLen, Atchbishop of Dublin.
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