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ECCLESIASTICAL CALEN'.DAB. e

' B © May, 18%6. P
Friday, 26—St. Philip Neri, Confessor. Bt
. therius, Pope and Martyr. e
Saturday, 27—t Mary Magdalen of Pazzi, Virgia,

- St. John, Pope and Martyr. ’
Sunday, 28—SUNDAY WITHIN THE

'ABCENSION, !
Monday, 29—St. Gregory VII, Pope and Con-

fessor (26). )
‘I'nesday, 30—O0f the Octave. St. Felix, Pope apd

Martyr. .
Wedoesday, 31—St. Angela Merici; Virgin. St.

Petronilla, Virgin. ~
Juxg, 1876,
"Taursday, 1—Octave of the Ascension.

NEWS OF THE WEEK. _

A petition has been presented to the British Par-
liament by Mr. Butt signed by onc hundred and
thirty six members praying for the release of the
Fenian prisoners, Ifthey are successfai the history
of the foture will have chapters on Eaglish mag-
nanimity (?)

The London Newsstates that the Government
has decided to entertain favorably the memorial for
an amnesty to the Irish political prisoners. -

Advices from Bagdad atate that from the 23rd to
the 29th of April, inclusive, tho deaths from the
plague numbered 399 ; at Hillah during the same
prriod they were 148. _

The English Mediterranean fleot has . been
ordered to Smyron, in readiness for any sdditional
trouble in the ISast,

The Paily Telegraph in ap editorial says =4 If
we are not mistaken the English Ambassador at
Counstantinople has informed the Government that
the situation is critical. A violent outbreak, of.
which the Christinns will become the victims, may
occur in any moment throughout Turkey and even
in Constantinople. We would not be surprised,
therefore, if the English Mediterranen squadron
were ordered immediately to Besekir Bay, at the
mouth of the Hellespont, the same as on the eve of
the Crimean war.”

The excitement in Europe over the complications
of the Eastern question has not by any means sub-
sided. Our tranusatlantic exchanges are full of
rumors of the increase of Mahometan fanaticism.
Notwithstanding. the pacific conclusions endorsed
by the three surrounding powers, the rescue of the
Greek girl and the subsequent massacro' of the
Consuls, is to-be the torch that will most
probably set firo to the wood pile. A letter
from Constantinople to the London A%ws, under
datc of 12th instant, says the excitement dur-
ing the last threce days has amounted to a panic:
the demand for weapons both by Softas and Christ-
ians is so great that most of the shops in Stamboul
have sold out all their stock. The Softag, that is
all persons attached to moeques in any capacity
whatever, are practically masters of the sltuation ;
they number about 10,000 persons, and their in-
fluence over the Proleteriat is supreme; they utter
threats againet the Sultan and his Ministers, and
sometimes against Christians, althongh at present
they profess to be friends to the latter. A great
number of them went to the palace and demanded
the dismissals of the Grand Vizier, Mabhmoud Nedim
Paslin, the Cheikh Ul Islam, and the Minister of
War., The Sultan resisted for an hour, but the
clanior of the mob finally induced him to demand
the resiguation of Mahkmoud Nedim Pasha, the
Grand Vizier. The scene was most riotous and dis.
orderly. Constantinople contains only 1,600 re-
gular soldiers, the remainder being “redifs” and
recruits. The Turkish officers openly admit their
inability to countrol the latter in case of am out-
break, and it is generally believed they would obey
the Softas. Mobs of Softas have been parading the
streets during the last three days, demanding the
dismissal of Mahmoud Nedim Pasha; whom they
accuse of being under Russian influence. Threats
have been made against Christians generslly, and
two or thrce murders have occurred, which the
police are doing their utmost to bhush wp. Con-
stantinople, in fact, isin revolution. The Softas
are not satisfied with the appointment of Mehmet
Rushdi as Grand Vizier, and clamor for Midhat
Pasha ; they want Mchmet Rushdi, as President of
the National Parliament. : ,

The afternoon express on the & W, R, west, et
with an accident at Sifton's Cut, ou the 17th inst,
The switéh being left open at that point, the train
ran of while going almost at full speed. The
locomotive upsct, and the steam chambers Lurst,
the escaping steam scalding the engineer, Geo.
Trwin, and the fireman, Joseph Pringle, his son-in-
law, in 8 borrible’ manner. - The former has since
died in terrible agony, and the latter is failing
rapidly. The passengers escaped with a severe
shaking up. A relicftrain was at once despatched
from Londop, and the injured men brought thore.
Irwin’s body was scalded from head tofoot. Both
men ‘belonged to Windsor., The deceased, Geo.
Irwin, was & man of coneiderable wealth in Windsor,
his repts bringing upwards of $200 per month, yet
he worked onthe line from babit, An inquest was
immediately held. The facts elicited were that the
goction men were w'(;rk_in»g‘a gravel train in the

neighbourhood,” and at the switch at ‘Sifton Cut,
« Hyde Park;”® found a tight rail caused iy the sun’s
heat;they got their train ‘throngh all right, and
sometime after proceeded to fix the switch properly,
To get some_iron for this purpose, the men went
some distance off; while they:were so ocoupied the:
Espregs “oamo aloog. when one of (i, melr héaring

Eleu.
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‘| Thie juy' zetired shortly, before 12, ‘wclock, and st
| 1,30 returned a ‘verdict, placing the ' responaibility
;| fex_the- death of George :Irwin: upon -the:Great

the; steam 'reversed,  exclaimed, My God, " that

saying that® ifit wes open‘he’ mustkinvé left its6."

Western -Raflway Company; and ‘the’section fore-

1| man; Dayid Spence | the Jatter has been taken fnto
| oustody on the charge of manslavghier;; .. ... :

" .'The report of the Minlster of Justice presented
to Parliament before -the close of ‘the laat seasion,
gives full details concerning the Penitentiaries of
Kingston, §t.. Vincent,_ de Paul, 8t. John, Halifax,
and Manitoba, :also Rockwood' Criminal :Lunatic

. | Asylum and the convicts in Britieh Columbia.’ Mr.
|J. G. Moylén, the Inspector, In his'report to the

Department, states that the gross cost for maintain.
ing the Penitentiaries in 1875 was $191,323.16, and
in the same period the earnings of the convicts
amounted to $100,999,26, or $127.17 per hesd on
the average number of 785. The net cost of the
Penitentiaries, after deducting the value of the con-
victs’ labor, amounted to $90,323.85, or $113.61 per
head. As compared witbconvict prisons in England
and the United States, these figures are favorable.
In Eunglish prisons the average cost of cach convict
was $167.10, in Auburn State Prison, $194.94, in
Illinois State Penitentiary, $160.70, and iz Massa-
chusetts State Prison $178.80.

The most powerful ironclad steamer ever built
was Jaunched at Portsmouth on Thursday, the
Princess Louise presiding at the ceremony. The
new vessel, the ¢ Iuflexible,’ is an immensely
strong ship, but the 57-ton Krupp gun can pierce
her through and through at 2,000 yards distance.
When is this thing to stop? Even if it should be
found possible to build a ship which would with-
stand the heaviest guns—and guns of 100 tous
with 19 inches calibre, are now being made for
the Italian navy—every vessel is still liable to be
sent to the bottom by a wretched little torpedo.
The * Inflexible” is 320 long and 75 feet wide; she
has engines of immensc force; she will have four
guns of eighty-one tons each. She may be de-
scribed as a monitor, 75 fact wide and 110 feet long,
with walls 41 inches thick, floated by the addition
of an unarmored bow and stern, The monitor, or
citadal, is 12 feet.high, half above and half below
the water; within its walls are the engines, the
boilers the base of the turrets, the hydraulic
machinery for loading the guns, and the magazines,
Her guns will carry projectiles weighing 1,650
pounds and mensuring sixteen inches in diameter.
The launch was perfectly successful, and when tlte
immense vessel took the watcer, she was not half so
bad-looking as she seemed to be when on the ways,
Tho latest about the Irish political prisoners is
to the cffect that in the debate on the subject in the
Imperial Parliament on Monday, Mr. Disreell stated

| that under the clrcumstances, he could not rec om-

mend Her Majesty to grant them amaesty.

IS THE “GLORIES OF MARY” A BAD
: BOOK ?

To our utter astonishment we find in the pages
of our esteemed contemporary, Phe Ottawa Citizen,
a glowing accouut of the diatribes of an anti-Cath-
olic lecturer of the vilest and most Iying character
The pervert Chiniquy is said to have proved that
we Catholics, make a Supreme Being of the Blessed
Virgin. He would prove it from the Glorios of
Mary written by 8t. liguori, a book according to
this Iying impostor, sald to be approved of by the
Holy Father as an infallible guide (o happiness, “ Ie
then proceeded” wriles the Citizen, **lo give another ex-
tract from the Glories of Mary," illustrating the powers
of Mary, but which s unfit for publication” We bave
read the Glories of Mary from cover to cover,
millions of the most learned and holy bave rcad
the work, and have neser found one expression that
could wound the most rensitive. Either the im-
poster concocted a diabolical or immoral sentence,
a1d read it as a passage from the * Glories of Mary”
or the Editor of the Citizen (perhaps the reporter)
has allowed bigotry to master his judgment and hon.
esty, in branding as immoral a work universally es-
teemed and loved by Catholics. We would not
sully our pages with noticing the wretched man
‘that is living, or the awful imposture the impiety
of man is capable of; but, when the Editor of a
contemporary journal endorses his misrepresenta.
tion of our faith, we are reluctantly forced to de-
nounce his bigotry or his ignorance. .

HONEST TESTIMONY. ‘

At a moment when the Protestant Press, en-
deavors to throw contempt on the Catholic Institu-
tions of this city, it is with pleasure we recognice
the honest defence of those institutions, by one
out of many of our separated brethren, who could
likewise, if they wero courageous, from their own
knowledge, bear testimony to the self-sacrificing
efforts of the Sistere to relieve snflering humanity-
The following letter has been addressed to the
Gazete and will prove intoresting to our readers :—
To the Editor of the Gazette, b

S1r,—Latterly the fashion has arisen, both in the
public press and in private Protestant life, freely
to denounce cverything bearing the title of Cath-
olic, whether.it be in benevolent works or in public
service ; and the old war-cry of ancient Jerusalem
has been again revived, * That no good thing could
come out of Nazareth.” Some portions of the daily
press reiterate their diatribes from day to day with
such peraistence that even should their readers not
become utterly nauseated, in time they begin to
think there must be some truth in the matter so
often before their eyes, and blindly become bigots
from want of knowledge, The Christianity of love
and chatity of these men seems to have departed,
Among these Intter, the writer was fast falling into
the general vurtex, not from any krowledge, but
from the influence of surrounding circumstances
and reading. But it will be seen from the context
bow the scales have fallen from his eyes, and,
although as firm n Protestant as ever, he charitably
‘believes and undoubtedly knows that his Catholic
co-religionists in Canada aré. doing a.pgreat and
good work in our midst, to an extent no Protestant
_has as yet attained to, . e .
It 80 happeued, in the providence of God, whoss,
‘dealings with the children of men are verily past
finding*out, tbat a very dear relative of the writer’s
berame aljenated in mind to an cxtent that remav.
al from home was a necessity for security,. Advies
,Wwag sought and. places visited-—Quebec, Toronto,
‘Bosto, Hartford, Brmttlebora,  &c.,;&c.—bub dies
tance, and I somo instances great expense, proxed

S

witch i& open:”. The section boss; | David Spence,’
admitted his responsibility. for the'open switch by

barriers:to:any: one 'of - thése: belng“chosen. :"One
‘day..a;friend ;sald, ¢ T'ry; Longue:Pointe - Asylom':
the.quns are very kind,” *This institution was:then.
visited,;and :at :once: it was:apparent ithat: the in*
ternal:armngements and ‘beanty-of location; added

| to, nearness;‘to- the.: city;~were, all:that: oonld be:

desired.ss;But, before deciding, the matter- flaghed
across his.brain, & Am I right:in~placing:this.desr
one; under;the care. of ; these: poople—people of
antagonistic: creed, and. against ' whom:all our as-
sociations are at variance, espacially at a time when

their gaining. possession of many of. our charitles?!
Howeyer; it.yas settled to remove the patient there,
and she was accordingly taken..: The:introduction
wag strange, and the peculiarity of, the nums cos-

hours the kind, winning ways of. these ladies calm-
ed the pdor, patient, and before the first night set in
she felt she was with friends. The apartment was
large and airy, neatly furnished, but the cleanliness.
fanltless, .. , . L T el

Tt_was. found in time that other bodily ailments,
were supervening, and that notwithstauding the
unremitting medical attendance, the patient would
uot be long ia this world. Then it was to be seen
the kind nurses those ladies were;.not of that hire-
ling class 8o well depicted by Dickens, the Sarah
Gamps and Betsy Prigs of soclety, whose first
thought on entering a sick room is their own com-
fort and ease, and their patieat's a minor considera-
tion, but were the cducated, refined, gentlu ladics of
the best society, whose consideration, sympathy and
kindness find no parallel in Protestant organiza-
tions, and who, for the love of God alone, minister
day and night to the sick, infirm, and dying, seck-
ing—looking for no other recompense than a Savi-
our's love. Go when one might, as the writer has
been—midnight or noon, early morning or late
evening~unremitting attention and soothing tend-
erness were apparent at the patients' side. Sleep
or rest appeared quite secondary to the comfort of
the afflicted ; from the Lady Superior down to the
youngest Sister, they seemed to vie with each other
in lavish attention, Thc other iumates seemed
also to share a like care. And then in sick room
delicacies the wealthiest mansion of Montreal could
not excel them—beef tea, milk, sago, jellies, ice,
oranges, &c. &c.,all prepared and served in small
tempting quantities nearly every half hour, in a
manner few homes could provide,

Bot when the trying hour arrived, and the spirit
prepared to depart to happier shores, then the true
Samaritan Cluistianity of these ladies shone out
more prominently. An English Bille was laid on
the table for our use, and no sectarian peculiarities
were present near us; and as the poor soul was just
about winging its flight, sisters and relatives, Pro-
testants and Cathclics, koeeled around the dying
bed,and offered up our prayers for the spirit’s happy
flizht to join it: Saviour. And think ye pot, ye
bigots, that the prayers of these gentle, righteous
Sisters would not avail before the Throne of the
Eternal? The chaplain toe looked in on the scene,
and, with moistened eyes, silently offered his pray-
ers. So it is that the writer has found by sad ex-
perience that there dwells in the land a power for
great good, far more than Protestants ever can
conceive of, in the self. denying work of those Iadies
—a power Protestantism as yet possesses not and
has yet to organize, What is the lesson derivable ?
Before attempting to take out the mote that dwells
in the eyes of others, cast out the palpable beam se
apparent in your own.

Do not imagine the writer is smitten with Ro-
man Catholicism—he Delieves it to be wrong, and
none would more carnestly denounce priestly as.
sumption than be, whether it came from Presbyter-
ian, Methodist, Episcopalian, or Nomanist, for the
news of the day t:11 us from time to time they more
or less, are tainted with the same spirit, had they
the opportunity,

In conclusion, the subscriber would say, all praise
to these noble Bisters for their self-denying work,
and may thelr good influence yct be extended to
other fields, for no more sternuous supporter can
they rely on in the fature than

AN ULTRA PROTESTANT.

Montreal, May, 18, 1876.

THE SORROWS OF THE CONQUERED.

One of the marks of barbarism In the past, was
cruelty and outrage to the conquered people. The
Romans plundered conquered cities, seized the
manhoed znd comely youth of the subdued territory
and dragged them to Rome to be slaves and harlots;
tyrants were placed in power over the remnant of
the fallen nation, to continue in injustice and
gpoliation, the curse of their defeat. But thia dark
side of the pagan character still exists in nations
that consider themselves civilized. For seversal
hundred years, poor Ireland felt the humiliating
crushing power of & conqueror, she wasrobbed of
her lands, an slien church was forced om her, her
commerce blighted, her sohools closed her psople
driven before the bayonet to exile or starvation.
Poland has writhed under all the terrors of subjue
gation and as in Ircland, a thousand years of the
mildest.Tule, would not erase the indignation that
haogs around the memories of a tyrannical subju-
gation, : ’

There are two provinces just now undergoing the
lash of a proud cooqueror. Alsace and Lorraine
are gronning under the scourge of their Protestant
conquerors. Our enemies may Tant on intolerance,
and pour forth stereotyped abuse against supposed
Catholic illiberality,bat the heart of Jew or Turk
would pity the cruelties exercised under ‘the intol-
erance of Germ'an'f tcﬁmrds these two Cathelic pro-
vinces. Although in the terms of the tfeaty of
Versailles, (1870) the religious convictions of those
provinces, were to be respected, the persecution is
oarried on with & hatred of the Catholic church,
more virulent than in Prussia itself. The expul-
glon of the Christian Brothers under vatioue pre-
t:xts, was but a step to introduce a system of dia-
bolical effort to corrupt the youth of the country
"We will make reference only to one requirement of
‘the new system which will surprise anc startle the
admirers of German piety.

It has been nearly universally admitted there isa
prudence and even a necessity of keeping boys and
girls schools separate. % Wherever Catholics have
the control of the youth, they insist on this salu~
tary separation for the mutual advantage cf both
sexes and the system is adopted throughout Franca.
The German Government is determined they shall
be educated together. The nune and good Religi.
ous whose schools’ have _ynot yet beex; closed, may
keep girls until their, ninth or tenth year; after
that they must go to the hoy’s school, ' The Ger-
‘man theory in support of this arrangement is that
asthe two sexes are destined to li_ve together, they

ble.  From this fatal system the immorality of the
government schoole, i8 commencing- to ‘blast.thy

youtb. Besides the sdspicton: of ‘exaggeration we,

;we-have -to rememb
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 cent occurrence,
nel e

such ‘strenuous efforts are -being: made to :prevent:

tume, ' were_at first points of objection ;. but in a few

should be bfougﬁt_ig close contact as soon as poesi-

innocence of . countty fanious fur “its” unsullied:

R

these schoold addiess tha'as

jwhen Thatghrating”
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‘ished puplls; bloshing with childish innocence
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Yo 'will'love one’ another, and,
: In places,where the poor people try:to resistthis:
iniquitons:.eystem the inspector ‘enters the ‘girls:

ed up, and'asked their age,all’that gwned to nine:
years were ardered te stand aside and.then marched
offito the boys school with the:gonguering hero'at’
thefr head, ™~ =7 T T Tttt ol
' " No worider the banners .of . Alsace and Lorraibe:
are.draped in the deepest monrning;as.they hang
in the sanctuary at Lourdes ; no wonder the cry of-
‘the people rolls with indignation around the cham-
tbnr of deputies at Paris, urging -on¢ another war't
No wonder 40,000 bave emigrated into the heart
of France during the last two years | *.
. ‘Besldes these diabolical efforts to rain the moral-.
ity of the children, there are.reported some ridicu.
1008 conlro-lempes that make us smile at the baffled
pride of the conquerors. Ladies were summoned to
the police court for the high misdemecanor of.
leaving a seat.in the public gardens which a Prus-
sian officer presumed to-share with them, and the
poor ladies were in every case heavily fined. The
same august tribunal visited with a severo rebuke,
(with the threat of magisterial penalticsin case of
relapse) the delinguency of certain ladies who had
been too- loud in their merriment at the peculiar
taste in millinery disnlayed by their fair sisters
from the fast circles of the German metropolis.
Agin Ireland in the penal days—as in Italy in
this hour of triumph for the powers of darkness, the
education and the morals of the country, and tke
aiministration of justice,are in the hands of a few
proud aod. unbelieving men whose mission
of ruin and sorrow, seems to come from the prime
minister of an infernal kingdom !

MONTELAMBERT.

Efforts have been made both in this country and
the old to drag Montelambert into the camp of Dol-
linger and the pseudo liberals of Iatter days who
shelter the pride of heresy under the mockery ofa
Christianity which they have built up for their own
tastes.  Although, of the great departed whose
geaius shone brilliactly in the century they adorn.
ed, few were found altogether without blot or blem-
ish; the blots on the character of the great Count
are magnified to favor a sinister purpose, A writer
on oue of our exchanges exposesa dishonorable trans-
action in which the great writer is made to
appear in the judgment of posterity otherwise than
ke really deserved. In moments of indigeation.
Montelambert penned fiery articles on current
topics; in cooler moments he refused to give them
to the press. Finding night in which no maa can
work pressing around him he made arrangements
in his will that his literary executors should select
fiom his MSS. those which would serve the cause of
religion and moralityand destroy those that might
give umbrage to Catholic feeling or Catholic prin-
clples to which he adhered with fidelity to the last.
His desires bave not been respected, his privale
confidence has been abused, and certain papers have
bzen published which were written years ago, and
which seem to tarnish with heterodox teachings
the fair name of the great French Catholic Cham-
pion. In these recent publications, Montelambert—
the defender of the Jesuits—the author of the Monks
of the West, attacks with virulence some members
of the Society of Jesus, supposed to have written

. articles in the Civilta Cathelic displeasing to him,

and he indulges in invective totally foreign to his
real nature, and to the sentiments which he en.
tertained in his prime. Immense capital has been
made out of these posthumous productions from the
giant of French literature, and it will be long be-
fore the Protestant Press will ceasc to harp on the
suppesed bias of his Catholic pen.

A very satisfactory explanation of the Count®
lapsus penna i8 given in the English Catholic Times,
which shows the clrcumstazces under which those
articles were written in 1868 :—

At the time ho was a martyr to the painful dis-
easc which eventually killed him early in 18%0, and
have now before usa most depressing letter which
he wrote at the end of the first-named year, to the
most intimate friend of his whole lifetime, M. Leon
Cornudet, in which the great Count tells of his con-
finement to his pallet, of his forced idleness, of bis
doletul lelsure, of bis long hours oflow spirits, and
of the bitter darkness of his existence, Its whole
tone is one of the deepest dejection. Then'it was
that his own work was in part questioned in the
columns of the Civilts, and is it to be much wonder-
ed at that,considering his state of mind when he
took up his pen to reply, his high pressure nature
got the Letter of him, and he indulged in the fierce
and almost relentless diatribe now delighting the
hcarts of allthe enemies of religion throughout the
the Continent ? 1In it be says he is«q good way-
beyond the age of mistakes and passionate emo-
tions,” but his miserable state may be accurately
estimdtedy from the continuation of the sentence
whercin he says, that be is blushing with anger and
trembling with rage.  Are opinions, penned in
such & physical and mental state, worth tlie paper on
which they are written ? Certainly not ; bat even if
they were,Montelambert was by 10 means infallible H
spite of the grandeur of hisCathelic work as & whole
it;was by no means without a flaw ; he was not the
sort of manto commit ouly one fault ir his ardu-

whole tenor of hislife to regard this essa ;

and Liberty as the croel mistake of a momzn‘::nof lé!::
sion, which no one would” have been go ready to
rectify ag himself were Le now alive, He provided
indeed, so far as he could against its publication ;
but his confidence has been violated, and in the‘in:
terest of party alone, the public are placed in pos-
session .of an attack which does gross injustice to a
grand memory, which certainly was never meant to
;ee: daylight in the black and white of the printer's

age

THE FAILURE OF BISMARCK.

A rumor has crept into the Pross of Germany that
Bismarck has expressed in private his conviction
of failure in his persecution of the Catholic Church.
He is shrewd enough to notice the contragt between’
tha;inﬁexibl_p end dautnlessposition ofthe Gatholic
hierarchy with the pliant and obsequious character
of the Protestant Churck. The latter had.-Crsar
for its God and moved in cownrdly submission’ to
h_is>bjccl';. Huving nothing definite to ‘losd thoy
had nothing to stand for; and now the firmpéss and

sHould fiicur wefo e, {0 bring forward facts of re-
‘ er: the delicaoy:,
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zeal of ,those who have buen . faithful to ‘their:trust

‘schopl withi & posse of police ;. the children are call: |-

ous career; and it is the simplest justice to the

'these addrésges his'

eglotls fallurdof the .
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!%*commcn,tiys’oyr.thc‘esr
es-the. followin

imarckian perscoation‘mak
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of. ‘remarke, which. we could: almost ; reproduce in

ference.to pefty persecutions cnd unjust effirtg gy,
'smoniget oprielves to interfere with “Catholic liha!]'l
ties and Catholic fafth :'-+> 5 it e
¥ The epemies of the Church imagi
‘hiad acte‘c_if?xi‘f a’dpeciall ~y”(':'u"r: nizi'g.‘m‘hzgm'ierd ;;m; hey
ing thelr hopés (for success) ‘on thie ‘evil pag -
-which lie dormant in every human' creature stl;ong
all:did'they rely.on avarice, ‘hoping, - on the 0ve
hend, that the prospect of money and that whqna
can be procuréd: withmoney would lead to apo; b
and confidently expecting, on the other - hangd E:;s Y
ithe robbery. of earthly. possessions ‘would de’st ot
fidelity to the Churoh.:: But these calculationg hroy
been proyen false. Love of their Church hag T .y
itself stronger among our Catholics and theixp oo
than the lust of Mammon, and seeing that [;r:estg
where earthly possessions’are sacrificed ont of 1ery'
for the Church,a less love of the goods of thig " e
bas taken possegsion of the hedrts of our Cathofiﬂd
No longer areall thought and aim ‘directed tow, "
the heaping up of (earthly) trensures, but wkat ;rd
been laid by is-spent, with- open hards, for ch s
able works. 'The consciousness of the Chris:‘m.
duty of dividing. with the needy has been vast] i
creased, since Pope, bishops, and priests of eyvm.
grade no longer posstss an income, and are t; ;
on the charily of our Catholics. The morcot‘;;n
Church is robbed the more freely sro the gift v
her children bestowed, and this roblest of all des 3‘
of be_nevolence exerts a most powerful inﬂuencee :
the life of her children, as inspired by faith TY,“
pious sons of S.l:. Francis have heen driven a“ae
bot the result is that all of ns have become a ki {,’
of Franciscans i e. that we esteem money and World';
possessions as valueless, and renounce luxyr ,y
un:vgrthy of a_Ch];islian. g ¥
.. Qur enemics have tried to excite religio .
ticism against us. Theyare endeavoring t: 223:9
old prejudices, old hatreds, old oppositions liopin,
thus to vnite all non.Catholics in'a folid ’ph&Iar_-g
against .the Catholic Church. And toa certaip dex
gree, thisattempt has been successfol’ amon . th;
ignorant classes of our Protéstant population, ~ py
these results have been supplémented by others
favorable to us Catholics. The better informeq
portion of Protestants are more and more layip
aside many prejudices which bad made them m:%
favorable to the Catholic Church. The open con.
fessxon,_the fidelity, the self-sacrifice of Catholics
and theig brave opposition to the oppression of their
Church l?v pqlitlcnl and ecclesiastical ¢ liberalism’
have primarily aroused the astonishment of the
more serious and reflecting non-Catholics, and haype
afterwards produced wonderment, and finally in.
duced them to examine the doctrines of & Church
which produces results so glotious. Already dg
we behuld joyful eftects of this growing troe know-
ledge of the Church. People are beginring to see
that what they believed themselves entitied to figg
fault with in the Old Church was partly based on
fulse premises, partly oa misrepresentation. Wher.
ever this knowledge is possible, wherever trath i
spreading its light, sincere people are returniog to
the Church. Numerous conversions have already taken
place, andthere i3 a well grounded reason tohepe for
greater exlension.'of them. 'Thus has it been at all
timces, .Every persecution of the Church extends
the limite ofher dominion, .and increases the num.
ofthe faithfnl. In martyrdom lies victory.”

THE FIRST COMMUNION.

There are moments when the happy remiais.
oznces of the past flow on us like a tide of joy. The
joys of religlon leave a lasting impreseion on the
heart; when billows of disappointment and worldly
anxiety surge around our_manhood, we look back
with a sigh to the happy morning of early and vir-
taous joy, when, with the ,companions of youth, we
knelt at the altar rails to recelve the Holy of
Holies for the first time. To the child making its
First Communion, the future is a long bright vista
of sunshine and joy—he does not tee the lurid
clouds that lie in the distant horizon, nor the
rugged and stony path to be crossed midway in the
brilliant avenue fancy has created, But it is the
innocent and guileless joy tkat béams on the young
heart that makes us—for whom stern reality has
burst the bubbles of early hope—to bend in sincers
congratolation over the scenes presented to usin
the churches of St. Patrick’s and St, Ann's duriog
the last week. Nearly a thousand Irish childsen
after long and careful preparation assembled ic
theee churches to receive their First Communion,
At an early hour they were gathered in the churches
under the care of the Brothers and Sisters ; thegirls
in the emblematic white of innocence, in the veils
of modesty, and the wreaths of maiden joy—and
the boys in tidy outfit with rosettes and the badges
of their various sodalities. Many a fond mother's
heart beat with a pulse of joy as she.looked on the
happy scene ; many a fervent prayer floated like
angelic incense on its way to the Sacred Heart;
many a vow was registered in the book of life for
little ones who in the morning of their days, and
on this auspicious morning of their First Com-
munjon consecrated themselves to the service of
God.

In the afternoon, His Lordsbip Bishop Fabre
administered Confirmation to all the children, In
8t. Patrick’s the children of the school rendered the
Veni Creator Spiritus with organ accompaniment in
such & manner as not only to elicit the warmest
congratulation, but the surprise at the great eff-
ciency and training they dieplayed. On the whole
Thursday was & happy day for us all, for who was
there who had not amongst thie happy recipients of
the highest favors of God, some little pet, some
little hopeful whom we love and bless.

FIRST COMMUNION AT VILLA
MARIA.. .

Ou Friday, the 19th, several of the youthful pupils
of Villa Maria Lad the bappiness of receiving- their
first communion in the beautiful chapel attiched to
the Convent. - The ceremony was marked by all the
solemn pomp which adds so wonderful a charm to
Catholic -worship. - His Lordship ' Bistop Fabre
officiated on the: occasion, conférring also ¢n the
children’ the Sacrament of Confirination. Subse-
quently, the pupils of the institution assembled in:
the large hall into, which his Lordshipsoén catered,
accompanied by several distinguished ‘clergymen,
and followod by & number of ladies and gentlemen.
Music a8 sweet and as perfectly rendered as thet
which bad been heard in, the . chapel ;a -half -hour
previous, again charmed the auditors;,”Two young
Iady gradnstes then camé’ forward and read to the
‘Bishop, French’ and -knglish ‘addresses, in which .
touching allugion was mdde fo'the *1oss Villa Maria
‘bud sustained in'the'desth 66 (hélats Highly gifted -
aud beloved ‘Directress;’ Siater' The -Nativity. " T0-
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