
lTEZ bEOIÉR GuADIÀE

OHURCH DECORATIOII,

What happens at almost every festival season,
suggests another thought. On the day or days
preceding the Great Feasts, wili comnunièants
gather in greater or less nuinbers to prepare the
decarations for the charch and altar. Before

In Baptism there is no other reason for the
Institution of the Sacrament than the benefit it
confers on the individual soul that rectives it;
nor bas the outw'ard sign of the " water " any
inward "part," by virtue of consecration,
assigned to it.

lI the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper there

this end bas been reached, the conversation i Is a distinct reason for ils Inststution over ant
apt 10 fait ioa the tittde-tattle ai assin, criticism above the benefit it confers- -the Menmoriàl of
degenerates into witticism, and the whole place
becomes vitiated with the most secular spirit.
The entire affair smacks of a gathering for the
decoration of a parlor for a party rather than of
the House of God in honor of the Incarnate
Son.

Why could not cuurch decorators adopt two
simple rules ?

First, of silence throughout iheir work when
speech is not necessary.

Second, to begin their work with a collect.
This is no more than they ought to do, if they

would retain the feeling that they are doing
something for the glory of God and not merely
collecting decorations for the entertainnient of
men.-AIicigan C/turc Lfe.

CONFIRMATION.

PART III.
From Qu'Appe//c Jessengr

THE HoIX CoMMUNION.

These papers are Instructions or Preparation
for Confirmation, not Holy Communion, never-
tleless, it is necessary that we should say a few
words about this Holy Sacrament, to which wC
are admitted after Confirmation, the highest and
most important service of the Christian Church,
and the chief of all the Means of Grace.

It is--

the Sacrifice of the Death of Christ ; and the
outward signs have an inward pari independent
of the recipients-" the Body and Blood of
Christ."

This great distinction between the two Sacra-
ments is frequently overlooked, or fbrgotten.

It is owing to this greatl difference between

the two great Sacranents thai the IlH Oly Commu-ît
nion must be regarded as-

i. A Great Act of Worship,
as well .as

2. A Great Means of Grace-or Sacrament.

r. It is a Great Act of orship.
It is, ideed, the oNi.y Service ordained by

our Lard Himself for the continual tbservance
of His peop!e

For this purpose, therefore, the carly Chris-

t'ans used to imeet together every Lord's Day

at icasi, soie think much oftener(cf. Acts iu. 46,

xx. 7 ; i Cor. >i. 2o). When S. Paul exhorts
the Hebrewvs not to " neglect" the as-enbling
of tlenselves together (x.25 ; cf. c Cor. xi. 20),

lie was doubtless alluding to tiheir assembling
together for the observance of this Holy Ordin-

ance, for we read of no other purpose for which
Christians were wont oflicially to assemble as

Christ's Body, though they niay have met for

prayer in al times. Round this gatiered all
other acts of public Prayer and Praise and
Instr.ction.

(1) An Act of vorship, and Ant tius te Parois of Service in wbicb this
(2) A Means of Grace. Sacrameit vas celebrated vere callet "ihe

It wili be noticed that the Church Cacechismî liîurgy," or act of I Service," and the Rite
makes a considerable diflerence in its teaching iîseiva slisfwas so called. All the Formis of earliest
caiceruing ills Ho!>' Sacianient acd that. ai Christian Service that have comie down. to tus
Ioly Baptisnm. iln its ieaching about the latter (tie nosi ancieni ai vhîch are chose aiS. Janes
it speaks anly of (t) an outward, visible sign aJenuisalein, S. Mark ai Alexandria, S. Peter or

and (2) on inward and spiritual grace. But in of Rae, S. John or of Ephesus) are entirel>
Offices fur tue HaI>' Communion.- Oiherfltflces,

its teaching concerning the Sacrament of the such as those for Mornîcg ant Evening Frayer,
Lord's Supper it speaks of- are of ver> mach later date.

i. A Purpose-for which it was ordained- I musc Le remenberet that aIl Wprship
"for the continuai remembrance of the chat 15 nentionet in Hol> Scripînre as accept-

Sacrfic oftheDeah o Chist an ofable ta Ccd bias sanie rtereuce ro tue Sacrifice
Sacrice f he Death Christ, an Deah Christ.
the benefits w'uich we receive thereby." Under te atoiarchs, Divine Wors.ip ae

2 An- oufi7twardi part or sign-l Breadi anti pears ta have cansise solelx cf acts ai Sacrifice.
Vine, ich the Lard bath commandeti Untier ec Mosaic Dispensatin, the Divine
ta be recei'ed." W0orship e instituet b>y direct revetatimn froni

Anc h was entirel> " a sysien i a perpetial daily
3. Anrheanti other Sacrifices," .comb'ed wid continuai

Bod' and Bloai af Christ, which are acîs i Praise." And those Sacrifices, wheth r

vet>' anti intiec taken and receive b>' ltha Is ooetio Sacrifices o Sc Burn Offcring
the faithfol in ihe Lîid's Suppler." andtihbe Toespass Oferng or the o ebloti>"
The benefits whereof we are patakers there- Sacrifices ai the Meat an Drink OTerings-or

2 n-h heur rls t o ign" Bread and ti hvine-b melus of 7ahîch the Sacric-

b>-y i îcghniî nirfehn fice ai the siain victini was'aiways preseuted-
ain ur suls b> the Bod ani Bloo U dere caly acceptable tD Cai as being the Deans

Christ." then rracned ta Worhi"ns i a w, or reain show
Thus i will Le seen ihat thne Catcuismt Forth," the e One lyue, pure, immortal Sacrifice"

te .c es, d ian in ad d itio n to th io u tw a rd - T hei ad o hr S a crit e cm b ed with o t i ua l
"Bantidy aneBlood hrei, hchare- te sPais o e wond." Even in the whershe

M verily a n ndee ae received he Heav en, Use praises of redBemeu ren ani tfe
portding tai the Loutward sign"antI "ioward angets centre round ihe Throne, in the mit o f
grace" ai the Sacrament ai Baptisi.'there 15 ici which is the MeLanb as i hai been sain" (Rev.

this Sacrament < eo, a reason for is Institution. 6 ta end). Wit e bus also in t-e Christian
do urch. Alt perfect Worsto ip ceotoes a e the

(C, an inward part or thing sigfified-both or ', ai Christ.
distinct frn te bnets " werc rei r- Heavn, tlhes d p in Reme dee d m ao t

stiers the ¢ufs of hic h We are pa - "f Ths do of ree c o as a m oue4e ri.

"As ofien as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cUp, ye nO SHEW TUE î.ORD'S DEATH tiil He corne"
[r Cor. xi. 26).

As those Sacrifices under the Mosaic Dispen-
sation were the preiguremen s, andI " showing
forth " before the event, of that One Sacrifice,
so in an exactly similar manner is this Service
the " showing forth "I o that Sacrifice after the
event. Only this Service is far more cose/y con-
n.ced with that One Sacrifice than any, of the
Sacrifices that preceded it, and.that '" by express
appoint ment and institution qI Christ Ifimse/f."
IlRespecting the flesh of no victini ever offered
in old times were such words said as ' This'is
my body which is given for you.' Respecting

,the blood of no victim was it eer said, This is
my blood of the New Covemant which is shed
for you for the remission of sins." [Sadicr's

C h i rc h D o ctrin B ibn e I i liod u thi i n
B>'ll connancbng [lis Cliccîcli ici du thi. ici

remenbrance of imiu, le bids lier, in truth, du
that continually which lie did in the upper
roon, and which' le is ever doing in heaven,
We betieve that le is continually interceding
for us at the right hand of Ihe Father, preselling
night and day before the Mercy Seat His glori-
fled Body, with ail its wounds, and thereby
remindiug the Father of the one oblation of
Hnnself, once for ail offeredti upon the Cross;
and in the Holy Euchariet the Ch-urch on earth
joins in the memorial which le is naking, and
pleads with Hini the unspeakable mnerits of His
Deatl and Passion." [Young's "Daily Rcad-
ings,' vol. i., p. 433.]

Archdeacon Freeman, in lis standard work
on the " Principles of Divine Service," an ex-
haustive treatise on tIe ancident sacrifices says.,
"' It is not to be doubied that the Cliistian
Eucharist possesses in perfection tIe powers of
tihe personal or congregational burnt-offering
sin-offering; and peace-offering, all in one ; and
stands in thc saine relation to the Origina/ and
Continuai Sacrifce of Christ, as cl// of then /o-
get/er did Io the Afosaic Continuail Sacrifie,"

This, then, certainly ought to be considered
by all Christians as their one great o/,igataor
Act of Service and Worship-as being the one
ordained by Christ Himiself-ihe one nost ac-
ceptable to God as the continuai showing forth
and pleading of that " One Sacrifice " through
which only mant bas access to Him. In and
with It should ascend to heaven our deepest
confessions ot penitlce, our Iiighest acts of
adoration and praise, and the best of aill tlier
acts wherewith we can honor and reverence our-
God and Hii WVho died for us. Ve mubt, how-
ever, be careful to reniember two things which
ivill prevent us failing into errors into which
some have fallen.

i. Though this Service may be truly called
the Christian Sacrifice, as the early Christians
frequently called it, because of its being ain
I olfering to God of that which is precious to lis,
and acceptable to -im," andI "by which we are
joined to Hlim in a boly bond of union," it is in
no sense a reiteration or a continuation of that
" One, fu!!, perfect, and sufficient Sacrifice "
offered by Christ on the Cross. He "dieth no
more," nor can He suffer any more. It is only
a " Memorial," or re-Areseutation thereof.

2. We have no right to separate the pleading
of the Sacrifice from the partaking of the Sacra-
mental Feast. What Christ toid -lis disciples
they were to " do in remembrance of Hlim,"was
to " Eat this," " Drink this." Of the Cup, le
very expressly said, " Do this, as o/t as ye s/a/I
drink it, in remembrance of Me." S. Paul also
distinctly ýays, " As often as ye eai /iis ]Jread
and drink this Cup1 ye do shew the Lord's death
tili le come."

We may. irdeed, minglie our prayers wlen
others are communicating, at limes when we are
unable to do so, as e. g., if we have been to an
carlier Service, or if we are preparing for a first
or renewed Communion, beleving that our
prayers wili specially avail when the Sacrifice cf
Chuist's Death h being pleaded in His ow'n
appomnted way ; but we must never allow our-
CeVes to iriagine that suçh atndance it 1I4

JI 1 8fl . .


