
earliest of the Epistles. both a stated form of
,Grds for use in the administration of the
Hoiy Supper, and aise a " form of sound

words" (2 Tim. i 13], which was used in bap-
gar at lesst, if not in the Holy Bacharist, and
0002monly seoepted both as an expression and
com test of the faith of those who were to be

rceived and retained in the holy fellowship of
the Apostolic Church; dissentîfrom which Was

'.heresy" in the technical sense, while divisions

sud contentions among those who were &til1

retsined in the Church was called schism; and
St, John speaks of some who " went out from"

that fellowship as being in sorne sense "ant i.

Christ" [1 John ii. 18).
But tne Soriptures that have come down to

us were al of threm, or at least nearly ail of

bem, written for a local-I will net say a
temporary-purpose. Thus St. Matthew is

ceminonly beld to have written prinarily and
chiefly for the Christian couverts froin Jadaism
who lived in Paleéstine. St. Mark, though with
lese nuanimity of agreement, is said to have
written under the immediate guidance of St.
Peter, ad at Alexandri. for the Christians
Who were living in that part of Africa; while
St. Lake's Gospel is said to have beau written
at Rome under the special guidance of St. Paul.
St, Paul's Epistles, as is well known, and is
alec manilest from the Epistles themeelves,
wero written to local Churches,-as that at
Rome, that at Corinth, etc.,-and were more or
less intended for the discussion and settlement
of questions which, if not of a temporary
nature, were yet specially interesting and im.
portant for those to whom the lettera were
addressed. This remark applies with special
force to the Epistles to Timothy, to Titus, and
to Philemon.

Yst doubtless what these holy and inspired
mn wroe was (for the moiit part shil 1 iasy?
1 Cor. vii. 40j dictated by the Holy Spirit, and
rerains as et inestimable valué as of indicating
what was Ithe substantial deposit of Chri4tiau
Faith and Order comnitted by Carist and His
Aposties te the Church unto the end of the
world," to quote again the decla-ations of our
Houae of]Bisaope on this subject. Bat thé fact
was and is, that the Gospel was preached for
mang years before it was written and con-
miuted to writing as ffoly Soripture at all; and
the Church was founrided and organized in somé
form or another, and more or lesa completely
in all the larger cities and countries of the
Rum n h pire. wbioh then includde pretty
xnueh the whoie wortd.

The controlling fact is that the Apostles and
the mIisitry thembelves were not only to
preach the Gospel, but, they were aiso te
Organiz3 the Church, or local branches of it,
One in each city or province, Waon the
writers of the Holy Soriptures speak of this
matter at all, it ia either by way Of allusion to
what had been done, or by way of instraction
to some one who bad been ordained, and
reoceived authority for the work of organising
Churches, selecting and ordaining Eiders and
Deacons, as well as giving directions ior their
prolessions of the Faith,-for their worship
and the principles of the godly life which they
were to Observe and enforce.

Herein we have the reason why there is to
be found in the New Testament no express or
full description of the Church, its organisation,
suid its mé-thods. Thé people for whom thé
Scriptures were written, with the exception of
the twe or thrée booki 1 havé jast mntioflèd,
had nothing te do with organizing thé Oharch.
It was flot thair work or duuy. Tniey conld
flot do it. L was doue for themn by thé Apos-
ties whom our Lord had ohsein for that
purpose, and te whom He gave the command
to go and teach ail nations to observe whatso.
ever hé had commanded them, And as in the
case Of 'Fimothy and Titas at leat, we find that
the Aposties gave like buthority to others,
uninpired men whom they chose for the
'wcrk,
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Thé several books of the New Testament
Scriptures, thus written, began at a vary early
date to hé collected into a whole, in gaverai at
least of the great centres of Christian popula,
tion, as Antioeb, Alexandria, and Carthage.
Bat we have no definite information in regard
to this collection. We have indeed a few hinta
in the Holy Scriptures themselves in regard to
the circulation of these Scriptures, the desire to
get them, and the anxiety to read and under-
stand them [mol. iv. 16; Lake i. 1-5; Acta i.;
2 Peter iii, 16]

But it is most natural that the Christians in
any one city should ho extremely anxious as
soon as they had heard of any writing by one
of the Apostles, or perhaps by any one so
intimately associated with any one of them as
te hé specially valuable as a teacher, to get a
copy of the work. epistie, or gospel, as the
case might bo. And thus, as we know, collec-
tions began to be made in a large number of
places; these collections, at the earliest date at
which we can get any certain information con-
cerning them, differed in some lsa important
details from one another. And in somé few
cases, books not now received into our Canon,
as the Epistles of Clement and of Barnabas,
were received and road in the publiO worship;
while others that we do now receive had not
bean received, or at least adopted as part of
their sacred Scriptures in somé few of the early
collections that we kn'w of.

We have, indeed, early lists of the books
received, and there were two or three attempts
by local and provincial synods te define the
Canon, But there was no suh artion by any
one of the Genéral Counoils of the Universal
Church.

(To be continued)

BISEOP BILLING ON 'GBNBRAL"
B00THE B SEEME.

The Bishop of Bedford bas been interviewed
by a correspondent of The News on 'General'
Booth's scheme, and as will be seen froin the
following bis lordship is againat it :-

'Has the Salvation Army,' I aseked, 'any real
influence in the East and ?,

'Certainly not,' replied the Bishop. 'In the
East-end proper it is hardly known. Ask Mr.
Robinson, the réctor of Whiteohapel, and he
will tell you that hé does not know a dozen

people who belong to the Army. My own ex-

porience at Spitalfield--in the midst of that
greatlodging housedistrict-was the ame. I
lived amongat the roughe in the slame, but I
soarcoly ever came aross anyone who had
been reached by the Army. Ask my successor,
Mr. Scott, and he will oonfirm. my opinion. The
fact is that the Salvation Army pick up those
who have been influenced by the mission halls
and other agencies. They gather a large
number from the Nonconformistg. It is quite
a mistske to think that their lasses and their
other couverts are londoners. They are
brought from the country. Very largely the
adherents of the Army are imported from vil-
lages and country towns. This is my special
complaint against the Salvation Army-that
they proclaim that they are the people Whe
réusch thé alunis. I amBy théY are 11tL'

eh thipk, thn, that the Chrch ef Eagland
is able to col e with al ,the distresa and degra-
dation of thé I£ast.o)d ?'

'Ijndubtodly 1 We can do ail that is noces.
sary ithe clergy ouily raeéive adequate support
We havé a num ber et shetters for ail otasses, as
well as labor yards. Only to-day I have been
opening a new labour yard. But thon we don't

publish sensationai reports. The workers whe
most deserve help and would use it te thé
greatest advantage are the men who would
shrink from issuing sensationai statéments
When sch appeals are writteuk by the alrgy
it is beoauiso théy are hevirt.br cho and 15011

worn by the burden of the sorrow and destitu.
tien which they loog te deaI with, and which
they would promptly and successfully met if
car Charoh would sénd them the noeessary
help. If someone would only send me £2 000
I know I could make good use of it in strength-
ening and extending our agencies. It is not
diffieult te 'get at' the East-enders if they once
believe you te be honest and straightforward.
For instance, I am on the beat of terms with
the atheists. I met them one night, and we
had a vigorous and very useful discussion which
lasted over two heurs. There was soma very
bard hitting, of course, but ail in perfect good
temper. At their invitation I met them a
second time, but when I went the leaders had
ail disappeared, eviden tly because they did not
like to b disconcerted before their followers.
Thon I have had large mass meetings of work-
ing men,and it was a pleasure to préside over
their discussions. Thera were on one occasion
a thousand bona fide working mon present, and
after several capital speeches there was an op.
portunity for free discussion, and at the close
I summed up. We talked of the spiritual and
social work of our Church-then we took as
Our subject, 'Why do net people go te hurch?'
The men gave us thoir reasons, we replied, and
a great deal of good was done.'

'What do yon think of Mr. Booth's new
scheme ?'

'Well, se far as it is good it is not new. My
experience of the Salvation Army shelters is
by no means in their faveur. I am told by
those who know-for instance, by the White-
chapel Union-that the Army shelters do not
attract real Londoners, but only the riiffaff of
the Kingdomn. They come to L undon, go te
the qheltor, are turned out, and thon come on
thé rates. Thé ceneéquence cf ail this eutery
ef taté ia that pe are througing te the ast
end for the loaves and fishes. After the great
strike momney poured into the East end in un-
regulated and ~indiscriminate charity, and we
have net got over it yet. We have te deal with
a residunm, it is true, but unorganized charity
will only make matters worse, I am persuad-
éd of thiis, that sach as ehoin a Mr. Booth
bas proposai eau never h carried ont su ces-
fully, unless it is backed up by an authority
which no voluntary action ean exorcise. Sap-
pose it is possible te carry out such a scheme--
thon you must have recognized and magisterial
autherity.'

'Thon as regards Mr. Booth's emigration
sobeme-what are your viows on that p)int ?'

'My dear air, his proposals are by no means
new. Our Hast London Emigration Society
bas sent ont 24,000 people, and one of my best
helpers-a good man, who comes down and
works at his own charges-went out and spent
bis holiday iu looking up thèse émigrants. But
thon we don't publisha détails of the various
cases, or indulge in pnffery. Ibelieve the
roi remedy is o deal with the people before
they come to London, and sink into the great
abyes ofth Bast-end. When I was at Spital.
fielda we uaed to keep a sharp watch On the
lodging.houses. If a family arrived we would
try and rescue ther at once before they began
te deteriorate ; and if, after a careful search,
there seemed te bé no prospect of work, wé
sont themn backt te Newcastle or Edinburgh, or

whereover they had come from. The residuum
Mr. Booth les geinýg te elevato consiste Vary
largly of those who won't work and those
who can t work. They come to the East-ond
for thé casual labar, sud for any charitable
relief thoy ta pick up, and fer the moat part
thoy are physically and maoratly incapable et
continuons labour, Thé tact is thé colonies
wroatd not roceivt thena.-'

oThn yen do't think the new scheme
should have the support of oar Church ?'

I should not hé averse to a oonference which
should carefully consider the matter, but te
commit the whole thing to Mr. Booth is a most
unwise thing to do, He very rightly says that


