~ Christ” [1 John ii. 18],
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m the Epistles, both_n. atated form of
words for use in the administration of the
Holy Supper, and slso & * form of. sound
worde” [2 Tim., i13], which was used in bap-
tism at lesst, if not in the Holy Kacharist, and
commonly accepted both as an expression and
og o tost of the faith _of those who were to be
recsived and retained in the holy fellowship of
the Apostolie Church; dissent from wln_o}.x was
¢ peresy” io the technical sense, while dmelo.ns
and contentions among those who were &till
sewsined in the Churoh was oslled sohism ; and
gt, Jobn speaks of some who ‘' went out from”
that fellowship a8 being In some sense anti-

But tne Soriptures that have come down to
s wero all of them, or &t least nearly all of
them, written for & looal—I will not say a
temporary—purpose, Thus 8t. Matthew is
commonly beld to have written primsrily and
chiefly for the Christian converts from Judaism
who lived in Palestine. St. Mark, though with
legs unanimity of sgreement, m.sald to have
written under the immediate guidance of 8t.
Peter, ard at Alexandria for the _Ghristzains
who were living in that part of Africa; while
St, Tuke's Gospel is eaid to have been written
at Rome under the speoial gunidanoe of 8t Paul,
§t, Panl's Epistles, as is well known, snd is
alco msnifest from the Kpistles themselves,
wero written to local Churches,—as that at
Rome, that at Corintb, ete,,—and were more or
less intonded for the disoussion and settlement
of questions which, if not of a temporary
pature, were yet speoially interesting and im.

ortant for those to whom the letiers were
addrersed, This remark applies with specisl
foroe to the Epistles to Timothy, to Titus, and
to Philemon. .

Yot doubtless what these holy and inspired
men wrote was (for the most part shall Lsay ?
1 Cor. vii. 40) dictated by the Holy Spirit, and
remsins 8s of inestimable value as of indicating
what was * the substantial deposit of Christian
Faith aod Ocder committed by Carist aad His
Apostles to the Church unto the end of the
world,” to quote again the declarations of our
House of Bishops on this subject. Bat the fact
was and is, that the Gospel was preached for
many years before it was written snd com-
mivted 1o writing as Holy Soripture at all; and
thie Church was founded and organized in some
form or another, and more or less completely
in sll the larger cities and oountries of the
Roman Empire, which then inoluded pretty
much the whole world.

The controlling faot is that the Apostles and
the mipistry themselves were not only to
preach the Gospel, buv tuey were also to
organiz the Charch, or looal branches of it,
one in each city or province, Waen the
writers of the Holy Soriptares speak of this
mattor ut all, it is either by way of allusion to
what had been done, or by way of inetraction
to rome ope who had been ordsined, and
received authority for the work of organiziog
Charches, selecting auvd ordaining Hiders and
Descons, as well as giving directions ior their
profersions of the Faith,—for their worship
sud the principles of the godly life which they
were to observe and enforce.

Herein we have the reason Why there is to
be fonnd in the New Testament no express or
full description of the Churcb, ite organization,
snd its methods, The people for whom the
Scriptures were written, with the exception of
the two or three books L have just mentioned,
bad nothiag to do with organizing the Church.
It was not their work or duty. Tney could
ot do it. It waa done for them by the Apoe-
tles whom our Lord bad chosen for that
purpose, and to whom He gave the command
to go and teach all nations to observe whatso-
ever he had commanded them, And a8 in the
oase of Timothy snd Titas at least, we find that
the Apostles gave like suthority to others,
““i“;Pired men whom they ohose for tbe
work,

The several books of the Now Testament
Soriptares, thus written, began at a very early
date to be collected into a whole, in several at
least of the great centres of Christian populs-
tion, as Antioch, Alexandria, and Carthage.
Bat we have no definite irformation in regard
to this colleotion. We bave indeed a fow hints
in the Holy Seriptures themseives. in regard to
the cironlation of these Scriptures, the desire to
get them, snd the anxiety to read and under-
stand them [Col. iv, 16; Luke i. 1-5; Actsi,;
2 Peter iii. 16]

Bat it is most natural that the Christisns in
any one city should be extremely anxious as
soon a8 they had heard of any writing by one
of the Apostles, or perhaps by any one so
intimately assooiated with any one of them as
to be epecially valuable as & teacher, to get a
copy of the work. epistle, or gospel, as the
oase might be, And thus, as we know, collec-
tions hegau to be raade in & large namber of
places ; these collections, at the earliest date at
which we aan got any certain information con-
cerning them, differed in some less important
details from one another. And in some few
oases, books not now received into our Canon,
as the Epistles of Clement and of Barnabas,
were received and read in the public worship;
while others that we do now receive had not
been received, or at least adopted as part of
their sacred Scriptures in some few of the early
collections that we kn6w of.

We have, indeed, early lists of tlie books
received, and there were two or thres attempts
by local and provincial syrods to define the
Csznon. But there was no such action by any
one of the General Counocils of the Universal

Charoch,
(To be continued )

BISHOP BILLING ON ‘GENERAL"
BOOTH'S SCHEME.

The Bishop of Badford has been interviewed
by a correspondent of The News on ‘General’
Booth’s scheme, snd as will be seen from the
following his lordship is against it :—

Has the Salvation Army,' I asked, ‘any real
infinence in the East-end ¥’

‘Certainly not,’ replied the Bishop, ‘In the
East-end proper it is hardly known, Ask Mr.
Robinson, the rector of Whitechapel, and he
will tell you that he does not know a dozen
people who belong to the Army, My own ex-
perience at Spitalfields—in the midst of that
great lodging housedistriot—was the same, I

lived amongst the roughs in the slums, but I
goarcely ever ocsme across anyone who had
beon reached by the Army, Ask my successor,
Mr, Soott, and he will confirm my opinion. The
fact is that the Salvation Army piock up those
who have heen inflaenced by the mission halls
snd other sgencies. They gather s large
pumber from the Nonconformists, Itis quite
a mistske to think that their lasses snd their
other cobverts are Londoners. They are
brought from the country. Very largely the
sdherents of the Army are imported from vil~
lages and country towns. This is my special
complaint against the Salvatiop Army—thay
they proclaim that they are the people who
resch the slums, I say they are not:’

“You think, then, that the Church of Eagland
is able to cope with all the distress and degra-
dation of the Hast.end ?'

*Undoubtedly | We can do all that is neces
pary ii the clergy only receive adequate support
We have a number of shelters for all classes, as
well as labor yards, QOaly to-day I have been
opening & now labour yard, But then we don't
pablish sensational reports, The workers who
most deserve help and would use it to the
greatest advantage are the men who would
shrink from issuing sensational statements
When such appeals are written by the clergy
it is beosuse thoy are heart-hroken and soul

worn by the burden of the sorrow and destitu.
tion whioh they loag to deal- with, and which
they would promptly and successfally meat if
our Churoh wounld send them the necessary
help, Ifsomeone would only send me £2 (00
I know I conld make good use of it in strength-
ening and extending our agencies, It is mot
diffienlt to ‘get at’ the Hast-onders if they once
believe you to be honest and straightforward,
For instance, I am on the best of terms with
the atheists, I met them one night, and we
had a vigorous and very useful discuesion which
lasted over two hours. There was some very
bhard hitting, of course, bat all in perfect good
temper, At their invitation I met them a
gsecond time, bat when I went the leaders had
all disappeared, eviden tly because they did not
like to be disconcerted before their followers.
Then I have had large mass meetings of work-
ing men,and it was & pleasure to preside over
their discussions. There were on ane 0coasion
& thousand bona fide working men present, and
after several oapital speeches there was an op-
porinnity for free disoussion, and at the close
Isummed up. We talked of the spiritual and
sooial work of oar Churoh—then we took s8
our subjest, *Why do not people go to Church ?*
The men gave us their reasons, we replied, and
a great deal of good was done.’

‘What do you think of Mr. Booth's new
scheme ?'

‘Woell, so far as it is good it is not new, My
experience of the Salvation Army shelters is
by no means in their favour, I am told by
those who know—for instance, by the White-
chapel Union—that the Army shelters do not
attract roal Loodoners, but only the riffeaff of
the Kingdom. They come to Lnoudon, go to
the shelter, are turned out, and then come on
the rates. The consequence of all this ontery
of late ia that people are thronging to the East
end for the loaves and fishes, After the great
strike mnney poured juto the Hastend in un-
regulated and indiscriminate chsrity, and we
have not got over it yet. We have to deal with
a residuam, it is true, but unorganized charity
will only make matters worse, Iam persuad-
ed of this, that sach & scheme as Mr. Booth
has proposed can never be carried oat sncces:—
tully, unless it is backed up by an sauthority
which no voluntary action can exercise. Sap~
pose it is possible to oarry out such a scheme—
then you must havo recognized and magisterial
authority.’

“Then &8 regards Mr. Booth's emigration
scheme—what are your viows on that pdiat ¥’

‘My dear sir, his proposals are by no means
pew. Ouar East London Emigration Society
has sent ont 24,000 people, and one of my best
helpers—a good man, who comes down and
works at his own charges—went out and spent
his holiday in looking up these emigrants. Bat
then we don't publish detsils cof the various
oases, or indulge in puffery. Ibelieve the
real remedy is todeal with the people before
they come to London, and sink into the great
abyss of the East-end. When I was at Spital-
fields we used to kesp a sharp watch on the
lodging-houses. If & family arrived we would
try and resoue them at once before they began
to deteriorate ; and if, after a ocareful search,
there seemed to be no prospect of work, we
sent them baock to Newcastle or Edinbargh, or
whereever they had come from. The residuum
Mr. Booth is going to elevate consists very
largely of those who won't work and those
who can t work., They come to the East-end
for the casual labor, and for any ocharitablo
rolief they cau pick up, and for the most part
they are physically and morally incapable of
continucus labour. The fact is the colonies
woald nob receive them.’

“Then you don’t think the new soheme
should have the support of our Church #

‘] should not be averse to a conference which
should oarefully consider the matter, bat to
commit the whole thing to Mr. Booth is 8 most

unwise thing to do, He very rightly says that



