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TaE averags cost of training a Deaconr-
ess in England is sixty guineas.

Bisror RiLey of the Mexican “Church
of Jesus” is in England.

New York papers say thit more monay
- was spenit this Christmas than for many
k years. Business is brightening there.

Tae doath is snneurced of Von Sigurd
som, for mauy years President of the
. Icelandic Darliamient.

Rev. Dir. Gavrkuer, of New York,
. accopts the Dishopric of Louisiana, e
was a Coloncl in the Ceonfederate avmy,
and a lawyer before eniering the ministry.

Tue General Theological Seminary of
New York, has this year 94 student, the
largest number ever known.  The junior
' class number 46. Of these 76 are gradu-
ates of colleges, and 25 dioceses are
represented. sl

Forry-NINE ministers belonging to the
Remish and dissenting bodies have
joined the Church and. ontered her
Ministry during the past 12° months.
Classified, they are as follows : Eighteon
Prosbyterians and  Congregationalists ;
thirteen Wesloyans and  Methodists ;
seven Raptists; six" Roman Catholics:
one Adventist ; ene Second Adventist ;
one Unitarian; one Swede; and one
Lutheran.

Ir is thought possible that at this mo-
ment some seventy English ien and
women may be starving to death; ormay
hava already starved, on the Crozet
Islands, Sir Julius \fafirgl, in & letter to
the Admirlty, suggests that P may
have heen the fats of the people on board
the Knowsley Hall, a vessel lost on her
way from England te New Zealand. Sir
Julius Vogelis anxious that these romote
islands should be examined on the chance
of finding the survivors, and a depgpt of
provisions and nacessaries of various sorts
should be established there. The Ad-
mirality have granted his first requaest,
and her Majesty’s ship Conens will search
for possible shipwrecked mariners on the

. Crozets. But the Admiralty will not
aid in forming & depot of provisions,
as thoy wish cntirely to discourage voy-
aging in these high latitudes.

Ar St Paul’s Chapter-house, a papor
was recently read by Mr. Walter AL P.,
te the members of the Church of Eugland
Homiletical Society, ern *“ Reading and
Preaching,from aLayman's Point of view.”

- Mr. Cecil Raikes, M. P., presided. .\r,
Walter said that amongst the larger pro-
portion of the younger clergy the axt of
reading was unknown. A well-read
Lesson was, indeed, a sermon in itself,
The simplest oxplanatien of the phenom-
enon that good reading was the exception
rather than the rule was that clergymen
did not seem to think it werth their while
to aim at it. Whether the practice of
intoning was cenducive to good reading
was a peint which ought to be well con-
sidered by young clergymen. A may
might intend te inteme only the prayers,
but by degrees he might come to intone
the ‘Lessems, which +as intclerable.
With reference to preaching,ths hen. gen-
tleman said that from the time a man en-
tered holy orders te the fime he might
take his seat as & Bishop in the heuse of
Lorcs, he was never under the fire of con-
ttadiction except it were ata Churck or
Diocesan Conferance, or possibly at heme.
It was a question whether greater. facili-
ties shotld not be offered to clergymen to
exchange pulpits, se that the time expen-

d on the composition of {wo sermons

might be contred on that of a single ser-

and there might be o special order
$oemiprising specially ‘quali-

Foung - clor T ,t;;h;wmdd" rlscozl'r_zex_ad
UG clergymen to keep as’ closely as

posaible to the subject 01;' the texrf' to
avaid unduly harping upon some particu-
lar doctrine, and to-cultivate the habit of
speaking instead of reading their sermons,

e

“I TELL you,” says a rabid free thinker,
“the iden that there is a God hns mever
come into my hoad!” ““Ah!precisely like
my dog. But there s this difference—
he doesn’t go around hewling about it.”

CreuENT, Bishop. of Tirnova, acting as
Premier of the. Bulgarian iemporury
Cabinet, is doscribed as a well-cducated
prelate, more Liberal in- his temperament
than the majerity of his professien, and
an nuthor of repute in his ewn country.

Capr papers state that the Quoen has
signified her intantion to erect a mem-
orial eross to the Prince Inperial on the
spot where he fell.  Her Majesty's in-
structions have beem conveyed by lady
Frere to Mr. Jesse Smith, statuary, Pic-
teemaritzburg, for the execwtion of the
work.

Tur “hardly ever” of *Pinafore” i
certainly a plagiarism. It is taken from
the story of am ecclesiastic who was con-
fused by the honor of preaching before
Louis XIV.  During his discourse he
had oceasion to say, “Wa all must dje.”
Then, catching breath, he turned in s
complimentary way to Louis and added,
“Nearly all of us.”

Tne King ef the Belginns, it is an-
nounced, again offers o prize of 23,0001,
or 1,250L, open to wrilers of all nation-
alities, for an essay .on “Meuns tor the
Improvement of Harbours on Low and
Saudy Coasts,” such’ ns those of Belgium,
Fereign writers must send in their assays
to the Ministry of the Intorior at Brus-
sels on or before Jaunary 1, 1881.

ACKNOWLEDOING - & letter from the
Cnmden-town Debating Seciéty, on the
subject of the atteinpt en tho life of the
Crar, the Prince of Wales, by his private
secrotary, ways he is “persuaded that sll
Erglishinen, howaver much they smay
difter in their political opinions, are un-
animous in their feelings of horror and
detestation at e black and cowardly a
crime.”

A MussvLyay priest has been sen-
tenced to death for assisting in translating
the Bible into the Turkish lnnguage. Sir
Austin Larard, the Dritish Ambassader
at Constantineple, has demnnded the
priest’s release, and it iz belisved thut
Gormany will support the demand.

Tue celebrated chestnut at Totwerth,
which was said, half a century ago, te be
the oldest tres in England, still stands,
the pride of its noble ownor (Earl Ducie)
and the boast of the district. Its present
dimensions are as follows :—Circumfer-
ence, threo feet fram the greund, forty-
nine feat ; spread of branches from north
to south, cighty-six feet ; from east to
west, cighty-eight feet.

A BrimisH  expedition has returned
from the Niger, having destroyed Omteha
town and a town dhree miles inland.
The expedition was under the command
of Capt. Burr, R. N., and was comprised
of a force of Blue Jackets and Marines,
and a detachment of Houasas, or native
troops.  Reuter's despatches says the
genior naval officer on the stalion “has
confirmed the proceedings,” and it is
added that “the geod effect of the pun-
ishment was stated to have been. feltat
once, as oil and produce wero.coming
down the river in large quantities.”

JEWISH MISSIONS.

A coursk of lectures was lately deliver-
ed.in the Church of the Atonement,
Madison Avenus, Now York, under the
auspices of the Church Soeiety: for Pro-
moting Christianity amengst the Jews,
especially dealing with questions at issue
between the Church and modern Judaism,
The lecturers were Revs, E. A. Washburm,
D, D., C. C. Tiffany, Frederick Ceurtney,
and John Cotten . Smith, D. D.. The
church “was -courteously made “free - for
the eccasion. Sixty Hebrews - ef the cul-

tured classes wero present at the oponing
lecture, many of them men of prowinence
in the Hobrew community and the city.
This number was inereassd to eighty at
the second lecture, and the samo uuwmber
were present at the third, despite an
unusually severo storm. Severl of the
city clergy and ministers of othur raligious
bodies were also in aftendance. Crent
interest was manifested by hoth Jews and
Christians, Some good can hardly fail
to have becn dene by such a course, on
the ono hand in extending a kindlier
fooling towards, and more intelligont

exerting an influence in the right direc-
tion upun the present changing and
trausforming mevewment in Jewishthought
and on the other awakening a larger
Christian sense of responsibility tewards
this  people. Notices and somuwhat
extended reports of the lectures appoared
in the secaler and nlse in the Jowish
press.  Arrangemonts are making by the
Saciety for u similar course in St. Louis,
Mo, the opening lecture of which will
be delivered by the Bishop of that Die
cose.

THE ANGELS' SOXG. °

“ Ol ! hush the nnin.e, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing !

1t is, wo believe, the custom—and a
good custom it is—for tho Law-Courts of
Christendom to ba closed at Chrisfmas-
tide and the Neir Year, that men with
their familias may enjoy a peaceful lull
from sirife at the return of the suason
when {o the world a Child was born.

Wlen an infant is added to & family,
the birth-chamiber ia hushed.. Earth was
hushed when the Saviour came to if.
There was-—pence. Tho tample of Janus
was shut, ar event which happened only
three times in 700 yours, that is, from the
founding of Rome te the time of Christ.

Nowspapers, secular and religious, ever
Christendormn, should 18 much as possible,
observe the like custom, that editors,
writers and resdors, may be free to listen
to the Angels' song, and like Moses, put
off their shoes from their feet, turn aside,
and study that Great Light; like the
Shepherds, may in spitit go unto Bethle-
hem, and contemplate the great ovent
which cawo te pass thero, tho contral
event in human histery, the cvent on
which all humare time hinges its dates,

B.C.and A. D. Whero exrth’s centu-
ries bew, all human hearis should hend.
Never but twice was our earth favored
with the songs and shouts'of angals;
first, at its own birth, Jeb xxxviii, 7, on
its first Sabbath; and mext, when on
earth the Infant-Redesmor was born,
They will be heard yet ence more, when
Chriat shall come to reigm, Rev. xi. 15.

* Let the whole world send back the song
Which now the angels sing,”

“PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL
TO. MEN"

Fogign Hissions.

—

BUDDHISM L
Not far from the foot of the mighty
Himalayss, “whose giant. peaks loom up

-{in the distance against the clear blue of
“|the Indian sky,” rises the little . river

Keohana on whose banks, “about 100
miles above Benares, at-a place called
Kapila-vastu, Gautama, the - founder -of
Buddhism,; wis born .B. C,500. - ‘His
father the-Raja (chief) of the iribe kad
been childless for many years when.the
elder of his two wives bore him  a sen.
Various - accourts of . the life -of thie
remarkable ‘man “are to be found in the
Pitakas or sacred books of the Buddhists,

have compared thesa récords,

B &4

understarding of Christianity, and thus)

aad in gther QOriental writings,.Scholars/ :

rejecting what scems fabulous, give us
the following as prohable truth.
Gantama’s youth and early msnhood
wera quiat and ureventful, but in his
20th year he suddenly left his homo te
devote himself to the study ef mligion
and philosophy. All authorities ayree
in the reason they give for this mo-
monions step.  An angel “ appeared or
seemed to appear to him :in four visions
—under the forms of “a mun broken
down by age, of u sick man, of a decay-
ing corpse, and lastly of a dignified

hermit.  He was wrged to o lifo of self-
denial and cavnest meditation.  Just at

this time, after ten years of happy war-
ried life, his enly som was horn. An
ald Sanscrit work volntes what followed :
“That night at midnight he sent his
servant Channn for his horso, aud whilst
he was gone, he wunt to the thresheld of
his wifu’s chamber, and” there by the
light of the flickering - Inmp, ha- watchod
her sleeping, surronaded by flowers, with
ens hand on the head of their child.
e had wisheil for tho last time to take
the babe in his arms lefore he left, but
he now saw that he eould not do o ‘with-
out awnking the others,  As this might
frustrale his intentions, tho foar of wak-
ing Yuso Aham provailed, ho reluctantly
torg himself away, and aceompanied only
by Channa, left his father's- howa, his
wealth and power, kis youmyg wifo and
only child, and rodo awny - {o bHecome a
peuniless and despised student.” (Sufra

‘Book of the Grent Remwmnoration, trans.

by Beal:)

Tn tho jungles of Uruveln attended by
five foithful disciples, Gautama gave
himeelf qp for six yours to the soverest
pomance, until he was wasted to n sha
dow by fasting and self-mortification.
But the. mora-,hn,t,hmuht,‘_ the more ke
eximined himself aid *denled himself ;
the miore he doubted, the more he foared
lest all his efforts should have been
wasted. At last ono day, wlhonr walking
slowly wp and down, lost in thought, he
suddenly staggerad and fall to the ground
Some of his disciples supposed that he
was dead, but he recovered, and despair-
ing of further profit from suck penanco,
hig indomitable resolution amnd {nith
completely broke down, amd ho begen
again t9 take regular food and gave up
his self-mortification. Once when he
was most in need of sympathy his die-
ciplgs left him, and wént away te Bea-
ares. In giving up peusnce, he lnd {o
give up also their asteemn. * Soor afier,
if not on tha very day when his follew-
ers had gone he wandered out {o thoe
burks ef the Nairanjara. He roceived
his morniag meal from the daughter of &
viliager aud sat dewn to eat it under the
shade of & large tree tfo ba knewn from
that time ns tha sacred Bo-tree or free of
wisdom. There he remained through
the lorg hours of that day, undargeing
the recond grent struggle of his life; The
philosephy he had trusted in soemed to
be doubtful, his penances had hrouglht
no peace, all histomptations eame back.
He ongonized in his donbt from early
morning until suncet, but as the da
ended his_religious ~mature, won' the
victory. Hia donbts” eleared away, ho
had become Buddha the Enlightencd. A
system of salvation seemad to open’ befors
him. He felt peaco and rest. (Buddhism
—By Rhys David, Ceylor.) This new
s Salvation™ so differont from Brahman-
ism, and yet originating frem its philo-
sophy, was a system of pure and high
morality. Man’s-only duty “heing self-
control and "love, * Man's only hepe-an-
nihilation. -There wers no sacrifices, no
pricsts, me ~gods ‘to bo. trusted ~mor
worshipped. -~ It was’ & reaction from
the burthensomo ceromovies, the priestly
tyranny of the -age, and:jor a.time it
seemed : to- do - good by calling ‘men " to
better and ~ purer lives, . In a fature
number - wo . shall - ss0. what. ‘were ~the
future developments of this systém, snd
how little it eventually -did towards the
elevation of the masses by whom it was
modived: o o
[+ wan at this time thet Gautema, con-

and after! s

Y 1 well.

determined (o proglaim Niis doctrine to
the world. 1o wulked to Bonares, aud
in the covl of the eveming entored ‘the
Daer Park, nbout thros miles nerth of the
eity,  Hero his five former disciplos were
living. Thoy, seeing kim coming, rerolved
not to recagnizo him a8 a master, but as
he was of high casto, to show him hospi-
tality, Me remnined with them threo
mouths, tenching hin ucw dgetrines with
missionary z2eal, He preashsd o all,
men aud wowen, high and low. His
former disciplos were the fivst, after much
hesitation, to bolieve n him s o now
toacher,  Sixty othem scon gathored
ound thera, when he formed thew iuto
i seciety and scut tham out fo proach.
He summed up ke means for Budidhist
salvation in the celobrated verss :—
“ Ty get virtue,
T'o venae from ain,
T'o cleanso une'’s own heart, -
This is the veligion of the Budidlins®
Whils ho held that any ene might
strivo after holiness, he tamght that vapid
progress wns made only by thoso who
ronounced the cares ard hopes of ordinary
life; and passing their timo in meditation,
livad upon the charity of their neighbours,
This ho called tho “ Middle Path” lg-
twoen self-indulgence and solf-mertifica-
tion. This was his highest ideal of lifo!
His follswars incrensed rapidly, fer
his fame spread round about, * lika the
sottil of a grant bell hung in the sanopy
of tho skios,” end his gged father naked
him fo visit his native city, that he might
seo him bofore he died. A touching
account of his meeting: with his wife is
given in the Mallalingar tnnslated by
Bigandet :—
* Ho ontered his father's heuso. The
membaors of the family and the seryanis
camo to do him honour, ‘bul Yasodhara
did not. couqp. -~ * I{-] am_ of any valuo'in
his eyea: ho W§lt birhw me.’ ~ She lad
said, ‘I can weleopo kim hetter here.’
Gautama noticel hor nbsence, and atiend-
ed by two of his disciples, wont te the
place whero she was ; first warming his
followers not to-prevent hicr should she
try to embrace him, altheugh n¢ member
of his order might touch or be {ouched by
o woman. She saw him enter, n resluss
in yollow robes, with shaven hsad and
faco, and though she kuow it weuld be so,
ske could noi contain hersolf, hut falling
on tho ground, she held him by the fost
and burstinto tears. Thon, ramembering
the impassablo gulf bhetween thom, she
ross-and steod on one side.” Tho recerds
add that she became an earnest hearer of
the now dactrines, and eno of the first
Buddhist nuns.
Forty-four busy years were passed by
Gautama in continual jeurneyings and
preaching: . At last sicknoss caxas upon
him,-ho folt that he was sbout te die.
The Pitakas _give us the last words.that
he speke to his weeping friend and sor-
rowing disciples : ** O Ananda, do not let
yourself bo {roubled, do not weap. Have
I'not teld you we nust part from all we
hold mest dear. . For a long time yeu
have been very near to mu by kindness
in oct and word.” You have always dono
Parsovero and you too shall be
quite frae from this thirst of life, this
chain of ignerance.” After o pause, be
said, “Mendicants ! I now impress it
upoi you ; the paris and powers ef nian
must bo diasolved. Work out your sal-
vation with ‘diligence.”  'Thess wers the
last words the teacher spoke, Shortly
after he becaine unconscious, and in that
state. Buddha, “the Enlightencd,” prssed
away. T o ' ’
-Such is an outlino  of Gautama's lifs.
Foew.men in the whole courss of the
world’s- Listory -havé moro_ powerfully
influenced human thought. - To this da:
one-third of the. inhabitauts: of the. eart,
still believe in. the. religion.he founded.
But as we follow him through lifs, and
we listen to his last {altering werds, shall
we not how our keads'in silent thankful--
ness for the cled¥er taaching af our Divine
Master, for the brighter beams of our En.:
lightener, the Son' ef Righteousmess; -
** Oh Lo, our Lord, and spofler of our foes,

ous,of power and: of, prophetic, ual,!

Thers ia no light tm¢ Thine, with Thee all beauty - -
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