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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.
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emfined dimensions ; and expressed a hape
it her young friend (mysel) would Kindly
emaat o acespt e acconmodation oiler-
e by by next door weighbor. The arrange-
nant was quiekly eilected, and the subject dis-
is2ed o resret tiat it showd have occea-
b one moment’s perplexity, but yet with
o ofadaination ai the power of Chriz-
tait panetple in peodurine mm'.'n:'nn:ul,h:ucss
1o circnar e, manitested inovery minute
preticutiaes, which ave edten apt o ievitate aud
g b Oe pride and potatanee of'tGe unsancti-
tel.

Sawe paesuad our watk, the respeetiul
ernietul manner in whneh our fiend was ac-
casted byl who kuew hoed Lot vich and
oo, t.»-__{"llz;'r with so.ne othier ciccumstanees
it casoalle eame wader our potice, cleaty
vodicazad that she was not less benevolent,
less usetul, o lesy eespected than when l!u‘.
ise of benevolenes required no et o
vanee or seli=denial, - On the whaele, |
sl never torestthe pleasure of that inter-
view 3 nor, | toust, ever loss O ingpression

and

tien wade onomy  wiml, of two interesting]’

tuths, which are too miuch prac tically disre-
grded —That happiness consistz in a ight
=hte ol e heaety aad i comparatively linle
in the poase of oatward circtmstanees .vil!n‘r
U canfer or to - disturliy and, That religion,
waen it opertes aright, tends (o soften il
correet the htle imperfeetions of temper il
charieler, aswollis Lo separate from pursuits
Ut ave grossly and  gharingly viclous. M,
W, inthe time of her proxpority, was reckon-
e la piows wo.nan, but what a vast impiove-
ot had Gken place inher character, under
taz a fvaneing infhenee of gonuine piety, cal-
led it exercize by eircumstanees which
*for the present seemed not jovous, hut grie-
voug, but which alterwards  wronght the
preaceahle fruits of righiteousnes."—Hebrews
xiio 11,

From the New Yorlk Obsercer.
NEW DCCUMENTS KRESPECTING PELIX
NEFP,

(Conlined from puge 32.)

We bt i onr Lt lettery this eminent servant
of God just quitting the plorious theatre of  his
evanselical mission to return to Switzerland,
His health was sreatly impaired.  He had borne
wp senolutely it his disease @ butat last con-
st o take o Jitde repose. When he airived
al Geneva, e was completely exhausted 5 his
stuch could wo lonzer bear any nourishment,

wilderness, strangers :lmd ’Pi‘llgr:;:ns,
sizhing under this body of death. v PPy
then, are they who die’in the Lord ! Lox.v‘ u:n

able the lot of those whose pilgrmage is soon

Gad, depart in peace
pared “for them before lation of Lie
world. Let us not then mourn for those who

is we who sufler ftom  this shoit separation.

see our best friends reach before us a safe an
tranquil harbor 7 Should we not be happy rather,
to see them safely on the shore ? and should we

ratiser to theirdesived haven 7 So, when we sce
our relativer and friends leaving this world to go
to God, our hemts should be wore and more
detached from carth and fixed on heaven: forin
heaven should our treasure be,and our Leart
also ; wnd whatever thus lifts our thougats anl
alfections to spivitual and etemal things is a bles-
sing to us, Such thoughts console u_«,fﬂnl change
al once our complaints into thanksgiving, and our
chs jnto songs of triumph.

But Felix Neff was called to undergo another
tiial than his bodily infirmities and bis exile (rom
the upper Alps. He met at Geneva some men \vhc:
professed hizh Calvinism, and who repoached
him with no? insisting enough ugpon the doctrine
cf clection. Tt seemed to them that Nefl was
not a Christian, because he did not adopt rigor-
ously their formulas and their languagre,  These
accusations grieved Lim. 1le teplied calmly,
but linuly. Tle called God to witness that he
believed'in the doctrine of gratuitous clection,
and demanded of his adversaries the same charity
which he himself exhibited. To a young man
who had delivered a bigotted intolerant discourse
he writes thus: ¢ The disciples of Christ ought
1o be of one heatt and one mind.  Their union
should be unequzlled unless by that of the Fa-
ther and the Sen.  But this union can never take
place i cach maintains extreme notions, and in-
sists on making all his bethren entertain pre-
cisely his own views. You, especiadly, shonid
not expect to sre all Christians rally around the
standard you spuak of, forit is a mere shred torn
from the wospel.  Unity is impossible, so long as
a theolosical party would force all Christians” o
adopt their very lunguage even, and a tract can-
60t be published, nrorahymn sune, nor a book
recommended, nor the plainest and most natural
application of a portion of Scripture be made, not
a word, in short, utlered, without being im-
mediately charged with heresy.  Dear sir! how
far from this dry and minnte theology is the sweet
and living word of Jeaus! and how must the
heartof the Lord he afllicted, to see his children
dispuling about words, confining themselves with-

For several moaths bie was condined to the most
vigid diet, taking anly a fitle witk with sugar,
sanetimes elding o hitide Nohl bread.  Felix
Nefbore all these exils and ivations with the
preatestpatience. Not & munnuar, not a com-
plaint in the beief Ietters which e wrote at this
petiod,  Hix only thought was to be ahle scon to
vesume his pious Libors, 8 Lope to moe you

ain ina little time,™ he wiites to one of his ol
prarishiones, sund so far as depends on me,
will continue my visits o vour 1egion, lIn anv
eveutamy aflection for you, and for all whom the
Lord his desivned o awaken from  the steep of
death, will not diminish.  Wherever T may be,
my thou his will slwayshe with vou, and my
prayers tlo commend you to the
threne ol o 1 hope oo that the Lord, who
has ealled you, will be taithlul to strensthen you,
and that, Gom day to day, you will learn to kuow
and to love i miore wnd aqore,®?

The Chiisticns of the Upper Alps, deprived of
taeir postor and fiend, T should say of their
Fathery b pasp with lam a frequent correspand-
ence.  They told Line aid their velisious experi-
€.1Ce8, Lt Juvs, L ir peeplenitic their sorrows,
aad soughil bis gdvice undd consolation. I is in-
teresting o ok the et coafidence which
faey vepusel i IPlix Xoffy as ot shows that no
tesare sryelse as those of & common faith,
which dé&ut, : Nefleeplied to all
these letters, io far os sickness would allow him,
with-a wiscons and s kindness evincive of his
deep pirty.

o u Christin who had lost his mother he

—

in narrow systeins, reducing to an empty science
the divine revelation, and spending their time
and strengthin contending with their brethiren,
while they have somany enemies abroad ! By
lieve me, with all your syllogisms, with all vour
learning, vou are far from receiving the kingdom
of God as little children.  God destroys the wis-
dom of the wise, and brings to nothinz the under-
standing of the prudent. (1 Cor. i. 19,)

I have related these facts because they may
furnish us instructive lessons. Itis too truc, alas!
that certain doctors pretend to be more biblical
than the Bible, more orthodox than Jesus Christ
and_the cpostles, and pronounce anathemas
against those who do not adopt all their senti-
ments. Let usenforce zealously the claims of the
truth 3 this is our first duty ; but let us beware of
subslituting for this trath of God our own oninions
—letus beware of reproaching and gricving men
who, like Felix Neff, have great faith and great
love. We can also learn from this not to wonder
i ourdoctrines are somctimes attacked by breth-
ren and taxed with heresy.  Since Felix Neff,so
remarkable for his evangelical piety, was expos-
ed to such reproaches, how can we, so inferior to
him, be exempt 7

Tice Prixerrnes or OnaTorv.—-The fol-
lowing advice of President Witherspoon to his
pupils micht be a benefit to some orators of the
present day, ¢ Iathe first place take care that
ye never begin to speak till ye ha? sninething to

say, and sccondly, be sure to leave off as soon as
ye ha’ done.”?

» ows: ¢ \We are here below inal . . ‘
wites as follows : 0 groaning 2'"]|'Tm; Bible must be Lrought into action. H mu:t
Ilew happy, shape the
young.

3 alvation ol Jistory mustbe
aded, and who, having scen the salva i history mus : Jninontes
“nded, an ! dee teinherit the Kingdom [re=| They must be taught to sit on the l.no‘w. ul‘tuc su-
the foundation of 9¢, cred mount, and listen to the philosophic sages of

have passed from this world to their Father; i
1 .
ark s sume sea, beaten hy !
we were @l embarked on the same sea, ! i . L : :
the tempest, exposed 1o a thousand dangers, amdi figits of the universe, and ccleh'l.\}‘e with 'tu:
sullering all sorts of evils, shonld we Le 501y to. Pealmist the character of the great Creator, an

“TTLE BOOJK FOR THE INTELLECT.

intellect and ;lnslnire the heart of the
Its treasures must he thrown open te
The nature, extent and value of its

their view. ¢ ]
engraved upon their memotics.

inspiration, while they o:<ppund to their opening
faculti-s the sublime theotics of nature. ’flu:_v
st be permitigd to soar upon the pinions ol'a
heaven-itluminated faney, and explore the broad

with the prophets pursue the destinics o the

deathless spirit, as it rises to the dignity and en-
ters upon the fruition ol immortality. Ivery-

wot, far from wishing them back, follow them {thing. in a word, should be attempted to render

the Bible more engaging o the young. The
inagination is the first inteHectual power that
expands, Itis the leading faculty in the deve-
lopment and cultivation of the mind. And, like
the necdle that vibrates to the pole, it cannot be
dirccted by constraint ; butis attracted with unes-
ring certainty, when Laft to the action of its re-
lative power.  That relative power is the Lible,
Itis the dole of the human mind.  Remove all
distmibing forces, all negative and courteracting
influcnces, and let the c]Jlblc exert its native eu-
erey upon the soul, and man will soon return
10 his true position in the sight of God. Let the
ruinous popular fictions of the day he discoun-
tenanced by every friend of maukind. Ifthe
fancy mnust be instracted by pictures ; if it must
be warined by the touch of bexuty 5 ifit demands
apeculiar aliment for its sustenance, and clamors
for pratification ; let that touch of beauty be from
the hand that planted the flowercts of 1den; let
thataliment gently fall upon the soul like manna
from the heavens, We need not {ear we shall
accoraplish too much, in attempting to throw «
livelier interest around the Bible. A moderu
po.t has correctly and beawtifully suic—

“ As into sevew softer hues
Shivers the sitvery beam of light,
As all the seven rainbow hues
[Run buck into a dazzling white s

So round the swimming vyes of youth
With all your glancing witcherics play 7
So flow into ¢ue bond ol truth,
luto one stream of perfect day.??

Can the reader evade the post’s touching appeal 7
What exertions should be regarded as arduous,
in comparison ofso happy a result 7 Let the
Sahbath school be make a nwisery of little plants
extracted fiom the paradise of revelatien. Let
the smaller gems of the Bible be transferied te
the coronet ol all juvenile readers.  Let the pul-
pit become radiant with the literature of the
Scriptures,  Let the halls of education emit the
twofold splendor of classic and Biblical tearning.
Let the fireside,the family circle, be adorned and
hallowed by choice recollections of the history,
philosophy and poetry of inspitation. Maw many
youthlul, straying feet, might be allured to the
noblest walks of picty and duty, if the parent on-
ly, the mother, would lake the pains to display
the flowers whicl inspiration hzs thrown upon
these pathsof peace! "For himself, the wiiter
will take occasion &t this moment to render a tri-
bute of gratitude to divine Providence, that a ma-
ther wasallotted to him who loved and apprecia-
ted the Bible ; who stored his young fancy with
such bright images and lovely "pictires as'a boy
could receive. "Thus early was he induced te
reverence that religion, the record of which he
had been tanght to'admire 5-and now,

 Before thy mystic altar, heavenly Truth,

1 kncel in manhocd, as 1 kneel’d in youth ;

Thus let me kneel, 4l this dull form decay

And life’s last shade be brighten’d by thy m;';

‘Then shall my soul, now lost in clouds below,

Soar without bounds, without ing, glow 1

SuveLiME.—The following beanliful idea is

from Cooper’s ¢ Two Admirals.” ¢ It{s z tenible
thought, at an hour like this, to remember that
nothing can be forgotten. I have somewhere read
that nat an oath isuitered which does not continue.

lo vibrate through all time, in the wide-spreading-
cwrrents of sound ; not a prayerlisped: that its;re~
cord is not to be found stamped on. the laws of

nature by the indelible seal of the: Almighty’s

will.?



