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GOVERINMENT LITERATURE.

During the Centennial Exhibition just
brought to a close, it was very gratifying
ta notice the favorable consideration
which the représentation of the Dominion
received onl Ill hiands. 'To multitudes the
country had been naught but a miserable
forxsaken-like wilderness, somewiere in a
mysterious part of the frigid zone, only
capable of occupying the position of a
respectable nonentity anongst other colo-
nies and nations. But the practical proofs
of the country's capabilities w'ere beyond
cavil, their modesty bearing lie convin-
cing stamp of genuinencss and ionesty.
Not only was surprise occasionsed on dis-
covering ours to be a flourishing agricul-
tural people, but tiat the mansufacturingl
interests also are of no iean order.
But while these things could bo said of the
exhibits made, and while these saine ex-
hibits produced impressions so favorable
as ta actually benefit Canadian trade pros-
pects in more than one direction, yet there
was one particular in which we were sadly
lacking, and in marked contrast to several
other countries represented, viz., the
possession of a suitable class of Goers-
ment litorature for distribution in ways

ta prove of subsequent ldaige. It
has beens remarked to us that information
respecting the Dominion in the hands of
oui representatives was mserely such as
could be produced in the form of stray
pamsphlets, local reports, or year-books
which wore little ehe thian alnianaes. re-
ferring to diverse inatters, none of them
carrying official recognition, or, if so, being
barely deserving of notice inless froin
specialists in the subjects separately and
discursively treated. These facts lcad
one ta remark lpon ain apparent lack of
appreciation and enterprise in official
quarters, at times and in circunistances
wlien the furtherance of the best interests
of the country night be Cxpected. Is
the ordinsary managemet of a cosimer-
cial concern, snall hopes of success lay
be enteritained in the absence of zealous
forethought. Just so in a young colony,
whiosei main hopes lie in tie future; the
present requires ta be paved in viev of
ivhat is to coie--or ratier, of wvlhat it is
desirable should appear as the ultimato
reward for present service. Here then
our desires and needs are towards popu-
lation,-people of means both pecunitry,
physical, and intellecttal. The capabili-
tics of the country are undoubted : the
field utnbounded. But in ordert to satisfy
these requirements, tiere shiould bc no
shortsightedness; special inccenients
nust be originated and matie kiown, in

oider tait innigration msay beencouraged.
There are many ways in w-hicl these may
be afforded, and approval should not, be
denied those wihose efforts have been
wisely devised and exerted. But amnong
the agencies in vogue, probably none
may exercise greater influence than good
and suitable information, prepared in a.
forim lit once readable and respectable.
The ciass of enigration documents iere-
tofore issued in the interests of thsis
country, hlave itsally, it is regrotable ta
say, been of a meagre and unsatisfactoi-y
character-rather what imiiglt be more

forcibly tian elegantly termed clenp and
nasty. Hen0îtcce there is tuidcoubted r-0toom
for insprovement. Thsese tiotiglts have
been stimsuliated very largely, as the re-
suit of examining certain publications
whiel werp in circuilation at Philadelphia,
and in the lands of tie Commlissioiers of
the countries ta ivl'lh thoy appertaiied.
The first Ve refer' te is a vork tupon South
Aust alia, its history, resoirces and pro-
ductions; it is a volume of over 400 pages,
printed in the best style of a promlinulet
publishing house in Entghd s and lias
bet prepared at the request and by the
authority of the Governnent of tiat col-
any. I t is liberally illustrated ivith maps,
a nd beautiful photograpls of leading

cities, and tîteir mostprominenst buildings;
also views of important mining localities,
vhtile illustrations of the various depart-
ments of land and stock-famrming are also
given. This boolk w-as prepareid as a
H1andbook to accompaniy the Commission.
ers of that colony, and was compiled by
the best talent thiat cotld be proctured,
special branches being treated by thlos
best informed upon then. The mnatter is
in a very readable style, the chatpters 11l
being short and concise, and throî liglit
upon the followinîg, aimongst other,
suijects : the extent of the country ;
history of its pioneers ; its physical fea-
turcs; centres of populstion ; governmselt
and lais; the judicature; land antd land
lavs raihav ys; tMines aind, mininiisg; inter-
ils trade ; industries ; iminigration ; re-
ligion; education ;-fllowed by appel-
dices on Flora ansd Fiauna, mines and
minerals, msseteorology, and varied and
thorough statisties ipons many important
questions. The otiler book we allude ta
is publisied bv the Governnent of Brazil,
giving about-500 pages of interesting and
reidable information, uîpons every coceiv-
able subject in coniectioni ivith the natu-
rai and physical, political, religions, social,
and commercial features of that r -nark-
able Empirc. This work was publishted in
two ai tire langnages, French and
English being particularly choson. Did
space permit, it vould be profitable and
interesting to give nsatsy extracts fioms
those valiable woirks; but tie mere refer-
essce mnusitfuico. Tihe poinit to lbe madei,
hoivever, is in respect to the praiseworthy
spirit of industry and enterprise mai.
fested by the publication of such w'orks.
The expense las douibtless been very
co)nsiderable; but those CQovernmsssoints
have shtownis a true appreciationt of the
requirements of people who would be
inclined ta consider a tiansfer of residenice
ta tleiîr soit. The contrast betweenl those
and the information sent foth fiomz thsis
country is very imarked ; aud it is ta be
hoped that the examsple shlowns ain this
and other points by conitries equally
alnxious iviths is ta compete foi a foreignî

population, iwill isot be witiou t producing
a salutary eilîect upon us. We do ulot
mena to say that publications so elaborato
are a nsecessity ; but cortainly there cals
be no difference of' opinion as ta the in-
portance of the Dominion having its
position and advianitages set forth, periaps
in less buliky form, but w'ith equalvariety,
clearness and respectability. The Uand-
book is really nseedful,-nt an almance
bearing the namne of a haindbook,-but anî
accurate and sensible production ' of hIîiclh
the cointîry vonld have sto reasot ta
feel ashaned.


