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opening'of navigation to Septemliber 10
1884, compared with the corresponding
period lastjyear:

1884. 2883.

Wbeat, bus....... 2,302,079 3,182,900
Corn................ 1,093,850 2,823,027
Peas...,............ 10,677 080,050

......... 199,745 25,111
arley y.............. 11,418 72,940

Rye a.....l.......... .138,4.47 11 « 4, 5

Total ... ;........... 4,8 ,10 6,£08,792.

The increase in our through grain
traffic, which occurred immiediately after
the reduction of the Welland canal tolls,
from 20e to loc per 2,000 Ibs, appears to
have raised Iopes that w'ere too soon
doomed to disappointiienti and, iii sooth,
the free canals-of the United States are
not without ample cause for complaint in
the saine direction, their traflie having
fallein oh' 225,000 tons duritng last month,
as compared iviti the corresponding
month in]883. The following important
admissions of Éhie New Y'ork Collmmercial
Bulletin, of Septeiiber 12, are very
significant : " The season lias been titi

exceptionally usnfavorable one ou the
State canals ; and, iotwithistandinsg the
fiact thsat tolls are no longer levied on
mierchandise passing either way, the
business durinlg the past month vas evei
less than it was during the samsse msontih
two yeas ago, ivien the toll systemn w'as
in operation. This does not bear ou t the
once popular theory that free canals
would necessarily augment the volumle of
canal trade." The grain trade lias of
late indergone some extraordinary
changes, and il does not appear tliat.we
have vitnessed the last of then, as we
notice that thle shipments ot wleat frot
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New
Orleans, since the first of Septeiber,
have exceeded those from New York,
Boston and Montreal, the comsbiied ex-
ports fron tiree Soutihiern ports for week
ending ,September 6 being 1,216,445
bus., and from the three nor'thern ports

1,010,313 bus., shoving 206,000 bus., in
favor of the former. Another io less
striking fcature in the situation is that

the canal tratlic is being rapidly super-
seded by rail, and itseems ihat, it matters
isot how free the canals are, the railroads
are bound to do the bulk of the carrying
busines. By the St. Lawrence route,
Iowever, very little grain is coming for-
vard, efitier by rail or canal, and our

steamship and transportation companies
are sadily in iant of freight. WhIto ever
heard of ocean freights ait this season of
the year et 6d and ls to Liverpool before,
when the rates between now and the
çlose of .navigation usually ranged be

tween 3s 6d and s per quarter, and
have gone as high as 5s 6d and 6s?
To demonstrate how badly tiis port is'
being leftbelind in regard to the through
grain trade froin the West we may men-
tion that its shipments of wheat for the
two weeks ending September 10th were
only 270,341 bushels against 545,526
bushels during the corresponding fort-
night of IS83, being a decrease of 275,185.
If we take (te five American ports on the
ALiantic sea board for the saime period,
the exports of whleat vill be found to
have aggregated 4,722,332 bus, against
2,225,791 bus. last year, or an increase of
2,496,541 bus. In other words, whilst
the exports froin the 'Atlantic ports of
the United States have increased over
100 per cent during the past two weekes,
as compared with the sane tine last
year, those froi Canada have decreased
more than one-half. This is an ugly
showing, but it is true, and if any thing
can be done to stimulate tihis important
branch of our export trade it should be
erlected ait once, as the close of navigation
will be upon ns in about tivo montls.

THE WEST INDIA QUESTION.

If we imay judge froms the tone of the
Ministerial press in Canadaa, ind froi the
utterances of the representatives of the
British West Itdia Coloiies, at their re-
cent interviewiv wii the Earl of Derby,
there is reason to feel serious alarn as to
the outcome of the negotiations, whichî
have been alieady opened vitht the iHigi
Cominissioners in Lontdon, and ihici are to
be carried on by 'Mr. Solomon or Jamaica
with the )oninion Governient. One ii-
portant fact seeis to be established be-
yond doubt, which is that tie cultivation
of tie sugar cane catn ne longer be carried
on except at a ruinous loss. I t is at Ileast
open to doubt whether the WVest India
planters have not exaggerated the effect
of the bounty allowed by forcign Govern-
ments on the exportation of beet sugar.
Theoretically hlie bounty systei is not
open to objection, and is in accordance
with the practice of out Governmtent and
that of the United States. It is intended
siniply as a refund of duties levied in the
forma of an excise tax on the sugar ex-
tracted from tie beet, IL lias been found
by practical experience tiat the bounty
obtained by an exporter is invariably
much more than the- original paynent.
It would of course be practicable, by the
imposition of counstervailing duties, a
course adopted in Canada, to check the
importation of the foreign beet sugars, but
Great Britain will certainly not adopt such
a.poiicy,

A much more serions question for con-
sideration is whether sugar can be pro-
duced as cheaply from the cane as froni
the beet, or, to put the case more plainly,
will the total produce of the quantity of
sugar canes that will yield a ton of sugar
bc equal in value to a crop of beets that
ivill yield a similar quantity. Great in.
provemitents have been made by lie aid of
cheimical science in the utilintion of what
we mssay term the offtl of Viti beet, and
we have even heard titt so profitable is
this ofral, that it equals the value of the
sugar. If froms any cause it should. be
found impossible for the cultivators of
the sugar cane to compete vith those of
the beet, it may well be doubted ivietiier
any of the, remedies which have been
proposed would be eflicacious. IL ought
muoreover to inspire great reluctansce on
the part o the Canadian people to unite
their destinies with .those of the pro.
ducers of an article of commerce whîto are
at present at all eveits, by thseir own ad-
mission, iirretrievably ruiised.

The favorite scheme of the West India
planters is to obtain reciprocal trade
arrangemnien ts with the United States, and
Canadian Protectionists who vere but a
few days ago anxious to obtain reciprocity
with Spain or the Spanish Colonies are
nsow advocating reciprocity vitih Éte Wrest
Indies. This, however, is not whiat the
sugar planters. desire. They are well aware
that wile free admission to the markets
of fifty millions of people would be a great
bootn, similai' admission to the nsarket of
less than five millions would be of little

practical utility. Any scheime ofrecipro-
city would bc surrouided with diflicultiese
both in the 'United States and C'atnada.

Both contries have adopted a proteetive

policy and even the tariff reformers in the
United- States would refuse to admit the
sugar of foreign counitries to compete with

that of their ovn refiners. The Canadian
tai'ifl' ias been framed in regard to sugar
expressly to encosrage the refineries, as
well as thé cultivation of beet. Is it

seriously proposed to abandon the policy
whicih lias been deliberately adopted?
Under the caption of Canada asd British
Guiana, we find in a contemporary the

view's of Mr. Edwin McLeod, whio states

a nuisber of feacts, all whuici have been

repeatedly cited in tiis journal years atgo,
whien iveiad occasion to criticis e tle

views of Mr. Dustan, wlivo wrote on behniif
of. the refiners., Mi IMcLeod gives it

as iis opinion tiatIt4 our sugar duties ab
4 present are decidedly inimnical t the
" trade of Demerara, and believes that the

" first solution oftlhe difficulty wt'ill be to

"fix the tariff s that tie sugars nui-ll


