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MY COUNTESS.

(Fromiî the Famîily, HIerald.)

a passed the time most îgreeably tagether, altliug
of course I did net see se much f lo t as l Parish for sh
was looked îîponu evidenty ils IL 'vien of inue P ositior
and had sociaîl duties te atted ta, lien tok up lie
tinie.

''he Countess had a deep love nf art; aîd ire spcnhours roaming aboiut the grand aId nionuinents wite sipe
Rouen abouiinds. One thing l mowevum- îînoyed ic Vwic
iicli. It was the constant appearannoyedf a lcvcî-eyr
mniddle-aged man who wore th(- butten of tae Legin
Honar on his cat. He seeînie to (ng Our tootste is, fa
wherever we went the 'was eic-net gctu foos O
presence, but lurking about ut a distauace, suoteriribehind pillars and loitering 'itui arisways, ralking i
one side of the street Wyhng wc wnre rpoh w ha e oter.
never saw bis eyes fixed erpon uhs, but I lad an instînctiv
knowledge that lie iras wtcluing us. I mentioned ti
fiet one day to the Cotînt esa.

" Tell mîeî nadame," , sin, "is lie au admirer cyours ?" ,
" Ah," she replied, "Ihow eau I tel ? J perhips 1mvulinidreds ofadmirers whou I cao net now; bt I thaihk

know who le is. He is one of thc latics in tue Iaw-suil
and it's at mania of hls ta follw nie abouit 1 thii l-ue

" But," I said, " sirely li eau b get .id xf The ncxfinie I see him I shall tell ui canw very til sat f i 
te he dogged and watched wherver rue go."

'l'le Cotuntess started, and reîie viel go-eat energy-
i No, ne, mny dear friend ; den't do fienth Yo mgI

do ue harm. It is ta my interest te koep frietdh y ithu mI
who arc concernued in iny case. Yoep ser, mine wit al
uphill figlit-I aend poor little Achille are alone s ti
world against a crowd of hungry clainiants. If yo t heu
anything baid about mîe, ye,î kiow e avmat it cau lea pi
down-nilice and iairrow-ntinlodtio n w ti part e
fol k who lire angry at seeing nile ne tsir own flshi an,
blood whose only iuistake irs goa-i rg a man af shon
they did not apre"'

''he Countess spoke sa touchingy an. a enustl!
ilat 1 felt I couîld have golu te te uind eo tue aord t
serve lier. Suc continuedt-

"I have but one mea in te .
adviseme. ie irld to console anc

"( And hue is? " I interposei.
" Yourself " she replied.
I feull upon ny knees and covcred •er baud vith hisses

Should I dcclare' my passion no v? I thohnt. I was e
lpr fiet, and I irere alone-I might net gut such anotheappartuity. Sluould I offer ticre and thon ta take lieawty trown tis ld of persecufion and ainoyance antsottie dlown îitl lier as ny wife l iny own land oliberty?

I thought, first of aIl, of what my relatives would say
and then of ny position in the world. u d ided tiat by
still furthier improving it I shulid rnder Iidysetinbepend
cnt of them, anld that I would ltep my love peut ine for i
year longer. Se blind iwas my deroion te ie bciutifu
Counitess tlat I did not observe at the te how chauge
lier manner became, what a ftrced ir lier gaiet
assumed after my mention of th genlema irih tht
Legion of Hoilor button. Subsequentl crents wovc
showed me the alteration.

The nuext day I receivei a note. It was from thtCountess, whio wished to'see me upoun a matter of grealimportance. I lost no timne in hasteniung te Mouit SaintCatherine. I founud thie Countess bathed in tours, intlittle Achille boside her, trying te consouîrhîer.
" Ah, my good nonsieur,"'shie said, as I entered I youhave inceed ceme to me Ls IL coniforter in my desolationand misery i . Had I nft youe te consoles me, and My littltAchille to live for, I would willingly tuit this life.''4 Do not say that," I said. "11 m .wrat i

happened ; and, if it is in my power to bei, yen, you ma
depend ipon iL tliat I wili."y

" But yeu will scornu me so if I tell yo," sle saî(il
O And now 1 am sorry tUait I gave you the trouible te ceni

Sliere."
" No," I said iith fervor, I 1acoi neyer scori yon 

Tell me, madiame, I pray of you." .
d It is an afl'air of money," sc said. " When I waspoor and in trouble, I borrowed twelve thousand fraticswaiune of those relatives of whom I spole te yoeî. H insistsupon imîmediate payment, and I cannot >ut hIy band upsn

tne meuy until the end of the quarter. m have perhpn
ieen a littie extravagant, and my little Achille'ps seuoling

has cost me a great ccial of muney ; but I thouîglut tiat t- s ipyond y c eîci o claisa auts, and coulu afford tos upport my Étie as n. uias uliays boeî Supporica."11 was in esiaSius. ly ubL ot gratitude te womau
I loved unosf au earili foi- lier came ot me dt'ring ni> illnuss
n Paris could ou n t saine exteut b re.aid.

"il Aadame," .1said, rîsing, "if yeu cîc put your croditar
off for a few days, I will arrange nattrs. p yaoe not tir
mnoey here; but I will go now, telegraph to London, andb tI day aîter to-miorrow, at the latest I shall bu at yourservice)"

Th'le Cattntes hurst ista a flood of Leurs, callcd uie hiem
only triond, rer and ias se itlèctud feit I fciired
sle would get delirious witi joy. Then I hastened awayau teleg pued for tie monuy. It arrived in due course ;I plîaeL f u uier ialitds, and, ias my hliliday-time Was up,1 bade lier goud-byc.-

"I shall go ta BLîdei-Batdei," she said • " and if youcould spare the time, nothing weuld givy m greator
pleasure than ta soc ye thirei. o1 uld then pîy
ïoi tle money-by that tine I am sure my case will have
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been gained-and you would see how the Comtesse de
Chateau Rouge eu show her gratitude."

I returned home, and set to work with redoubled vigor.
Luck favored me, for not only did mny pictures seil well,
but a long-forgotten uncle died, and left me a good sum of
inoney invested li the best securities., I made up ny mîind

h that I would go to ]3aden-Baden, seok out the Countess,.
e and ask her there and then to be ny bride.
, At this time the Germai Government lad not yet been
r seized by that sudden fit of morality which led ta ftle

suppression of all th gaming tables within its domiiions.
t Baden-Baden was thon in the full flush of lier glory. Tie
h ball rattled merrily round the magie circle on the rouge-et-
Y noir table ; wealth, fashion and beauty crowded into the
d pleasant little wood-buried town, and balls, theatrical
f representations, anîd concerts took place daily in the
r faIous "l Conversationsiaus." 1 discovered ny Countess
r at the Hotel de Londres, and there of course I took up my
9 quarters.
n She was delighted to sec me, and the first thing she did
I after our first gre.etings was ta write me a cheque for
e the amount I had paid lier, drawn upon lier Paris bank-
e ors.

NVe passed a very pleasant tinie together, and amused
f ourselves te our heart's bontent ; and 1 never had been se

full of genuine happiness in my life. We took long drives
e together beneafth the pleasant shnde of the pilles of tie
I Black Forest ; we pick-nicked at the." Chateau Favori,,

and at the " Alte Schloss." Ve went tb Strasburg, wes rainbled about the beautiful copses and glades round the
Hill of Mrcury and the Russian Chapel, we gambled-yes,

t we gambled, for, although I cared but little for the
s pastime, the Countess, woman-like, was an intense lover

of all games *of chane, and, as a ruile, was lucky. In fact,ive were so inseparable that the principal itei of gossip int this hot-bed of gossip was the match which the young
1 Englishman had made with the dashing young Comtesse
i de Chateau Rouge, Achille hlad grown into a fine baud-
e sone boy ; and hls continual presence with us served ta
r dissipate all scandalous rumors, which would surely have
t licen spread abroad had we beeun alonre.
f The great closing event of the year-for it was now
d early autumn-was te be the bal masque, at the '' Conversa-
i tionshaus."' Every one in Baden-Baden with the smallest

pretension te position or distinction would be there ; se of
y course we decided to go.
o For some days preceding the affair thre promenade and

spa were comparattively deserted, for every one was
1 enugaged in preparing bis or lier costume for the ball.

Costumiers from Paris and Berlin flocked in by everytrain, and the usual topics of conversation at the dinner-
tables were for once abandoned in favor of the all-

. absorbing subject hi band. The Countess decided to go as
t Marie-Antoinette, a personification which eminently suited
r her commanding figure and ber soft gentle fieatures. 1, as
r a dark man, set to work to convert myself into a
d matador.
f Abler pens than mine have described times without

number the bals masques of Baden-Baden. It is suilicient
, therefore ta say that the costumes were as magnificent as

they were varied, that the music-despatched expressly for- tie occasio' fram Paris-was perfect, and that the -entire
t arrangements, ta quote the usual description, ''reflected
I the highest credit upon the managemient." -
i There were beauties from every nation in Europe-

fresh-faced English blondes, lively laughing French
brunettes, graceful dark-eyed Spanish belles, square-faced
but pleasing Teutons in crowds, dazzling fuir ones from
New York and Boston, Italians, Poles, Norwegians,r Russians, and of course Jewesses.

There were peasant-women, lieroines, maids of bonor,
queens-in fact., the usual representatives of wonien of ail
countries, ages and degrees; but in the opinion of a good
miny thre was but one star-and she wias Marie-
Antoinotte.

Heroes, kings, grandees of all sorts saluted lier
incessantly; but, as a rule, she kept ta me. Only one
thing marred my enjoyment, and tliis was the constant-
not to be repuled--attention shown ta her by a certain
mask who were the costume ofa gentleman of the Court
of .ouis the Fourteenth. lie seemud ta follow us
everywhere, and by noa stratagei could we shako him off. i
He was our vis-a-vis in halat tozen quadrilles, lie sat next 1
ta us at the supper-table, lie lounged behind a pillar if we
selected at quiet corner for at few minutes' conversation and i
rest.

1 lad made up my mind that I would seize the
opportunity aflorded mie of escaping for a few moments
from tie giddy whirl of the. dLancing-room ta propose ta b
my Countess. i led lier on to the verandali outside
ostensibly ta get a breath of freshe air. ' i

I He surely won't be cad enough ta follow us therei " c
I thougit, * 1

But he did; and I could stand it no longer. Sa, alcaving the Countees on a seat, I walked up to' hum.
" &Monsieur," .1 said, " lif you arc a gentleman, you muet

know yhat the lady of ,himy o have the bonor t ,ie the 1
chaperon to-night is very much aunoyed at your persistent c
and unencouraged attentions ta her. Unless you cease t
yuur rude intrusions, I shall be under the painfil necessity iof proseating you wili My card."1 tThis was a rash thing for me tosay, as, in comman witii a
most modern i rglisiun I knew 'rathe'r lests abouttuneing lian abolt Hindustani; but I thougiht to intimi-
datte blmu, knowinag tiîat, as a mule, these pesturers0f womeaý sare bullies and cowards. s

To rny surprise, he removed lis mask, and I recognised t
Our conètantattendant upon our Rouen expeditions. . .

" Monsieur," he said, without muoving ai muscle of lis r
countenance, IlI am ere on business." .

tgNo aone las a right ta introduce business of any kind
into a place " in u th ssles an- he9Unlese," înterrupted the stranger, cc 40 la an agent af Il

police;" and, so saying, he drow fron fis 'ock- a
card upon whicli was inscribed-

Il eier, Coaiissaire de Police, Rue Drouot, Pari."
I was so startled that at first I could say niothing ; sePotier contiiîued-
"I have been watchig your movements longer tla

you think."

, But stirely," I said, " you have no business with
mne."

''No, sir," replied the commisary; but Ihe si-
ness, and very unpleasant business, with the lady thefoe.

Then lie walked over ta where the Counas 'nsitting, and wiispered a few words in lier Car.
She gave a slriek, and fell ta the ground. Leaving mevitlh lier, the conîmissary disappeared into the ball-room,and returned presently with two other men dressed as li

was, as gentlemen of the Court of Louis the Fourteenth.Vlen the soi-diant Countess recovered, thsy* toolher oil between tlemi ; and tihat was the last I saw of
nUy charming inicopuaita. Then tie conmissary came to
mue. *•' Young gentleman," lie said, you have just had asnarrow an escape of beîng ruined as any man ever bd.\Vhat does that lady call herself?

i told hu, and he burst into a fit of laughter.
''lat is at feast the twentiethi.title under whfch she

lias passed," he said at lengtih. " She s one, of the, muoetnotorious swimdlers in Europe, and lias been, thlie rui.ofmare young me then she bas fingers on lier banda; and j1'dare say rle lias told yen the saine story that she tol "tihen. 'ell me-does she owe you any money ?"I told bim of the Rouen diebt, and added that she had
given me a cheque for the amouit but a few days befarore.r

9 May I see the choque? " asked Petier.
"Certainly," I said, "If you will come ta my hotel."Sa we went thither together; and on the way Irjlatedthe whole history of my acquaintance with her. e Monttold him about the cash-box that I had lost, h said-c Of course shc took it 1I "And, when I came ta the presont evening, and infoinedeim that in a few minutes we should have been plihtcd

man and wife, lie gave a long whistle, and said-," Then, sir, all I can say is thiat your escape bas beeneven greater thuan I imagined. 1 saw that you were prettyintimate; but I never thouglht that matters would have
gone so far as that.. V

When we got ta the lotel, I showed him the choque;lie quietly tore it into pieces, and threw them into the
grate. . -i.-

g That is what it is wort," hlie said as lie did so. ." Itésa very clever attempt; but it's a forgery for ail that.However, I've got suflicient against lier without that t eotlier at least twenty years." .
But wliat will her poor little boy do? " I asked. *"ller little boy 1" the comnissary said contemptuousîy"c He's only hired because of bis good looks and the air Ofrespectabiiîty he gives lier. Ha'll be sent bak' tO hishaunts, and, unless some one takes cure of iim, will be letout ta some one else in ber lino."? :. .Row I thanked the commissary need not be told· her6but I added ten ycars' .experience to my lite with thedenouement of my little romance with Mr CoDNTuEs.

F.A
[THE END.1

RESCUING A GIRL FROM A LEOPARD'S GRASP
The crowd assemlbled in. Blarc's menageriePiazza dei Termini lit Rome onc .evening last Weewitnessed an occurrence of a very thrilling and terriblekind. M. Blanc's daughter Marguerite a little girl of 1after having assisted lier father in his performance withthe lions, accompanied him-against bis wish it is statedinto ile leopard's cage. Tue savage brute no sooner wtbe chuld then le sprang upon her, threw ber down e'dcrotching upon ber prostrate foras, buried his claw lher neck. The lion-tamer rushod upon the beastto save.his child, ihile the barrer stricken spectators fled lu everylirection. Tie attack of the unhappy father, nwio âwje eryunnerved, and armed with no beavier weapon tau a whiîpmade no impression on the leopard who stili kept tuie cliîln lis awful grip. Happily at the momentwhenl matterasooked most crittoal, tie lion-tamers son, Baptiste, haiibeent apprised of wt wb$as going on, entered the cage. >i "s a remarkably powerful young man, and has alwayseable ta keep the animal in control. Deailing a terrifie bi 'at the brute, be forced him ta relinquish bis prey, aud thechild was extricated from lier perilous'position, while hlis 1brother remained behind and administered a vigaransastigation ta the now cowed and tremibling loopard. Thittle girl, who was removed from the dan iu atate 0

cmplete insensibility, sustained, strange ta say, vory lit«tj.
aur arnd lier wounds, the doctors say, wili not evenlea

Soursnoav St'IPPsE IN À Jaics.-Trentoni, IN. J., liarch7.-A rural metiber of the N w Jersey Aseibîyîuraeduced a bill some time ago Ata prevet the péd & no.agious diseases of animais," Whicprvided tha pourtefa fying of a contagious disease should be buried withia
wenty-four bors, not los than two feet under groundnd iuposed ab-eîvy penualty fdor violations of tic law.o[Che bill slumliered ii a cammittee until a day orWStgýben some wag managed ta gctinsered lnui tecafollow Dgection, which appeared in the printed bill n tihe membor
CehS ta ailght:-" SECTION 2. And li if erUed î
ere sah elic erected over the grave, toml. or sepulof such deceased hoen, cat, goose,,duck, dog, drake, peescoekit vi~-.at, polecat, or other fowl, a suitable tonhbstonk, tîbet-rnomument, not ta exceed fifty fot in or ta cornore than $13.50, upon which sha be lnsrbed c.,'

pecios, tex, and agei f l d deceased and what knookggd-!iM ouft, iif euuiabl e poaftical finish." n , **.


