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lie Cynic's correspondent, " Unit," nay feel interesterl in
the foioving quotation. it is fri n a 3ltter written by David
mune to Wiliam Robertson, which contains sonie faniliar
criticisrns on his style. 'T'le whole letter Inay be found at
p. 65 of Dugald Stewarts Account of the Life and Writings
of Villian Recrtson oXD.

at a fancy is this you have taken of sayîng always
a ad, an /tear/, ai hazd Have you a ea Do ou

not know that this (n) is acded before vowels to prevent the
cacophony1 and ought never to take place before (h), when
thait letter is sounded ? Thus I should s.v, a hi//ory, and an
/is/orian and sowould you too, if vou i any sense. But

you tell me that Swift does otherwise. 'Fo be sure, there is
no reply to that; and we nust swallow your /ral/ too upon
tîte sane aut-hority i I %vill sec you Cl-Cl sooner. But I
will entleavour to keep my temper."

Not the least renarkable point of this letter is the facit
that H-une uses the irreverent cl--d without anv apology
La Ui RVerenI W SD.

OUAR ER CNo TRI O ' FDY s BOARDERS.

She is a boarder now. She has come. home for the holidays. She i.
seventeen years of age, and dccidedly pretty,-that is to say, she would
be prettv, if she would w ear h' liair simplv, and withont that huge,
cricket-bial of a ddignoni_ She dresses in the cxreme of fashtion, with
Lilliputian hat and Crecian bend, and divides ierself into nelon-shaped
slices by mreans of puffed riblions and other bobbety-bobbeties, (vide Le
/Fe/et for an explanation of this terni). Her personal charnis are nuch
marred bv a voice which has somnething between the sound of a sledge-
hanner and the whistle of a locomotive. lier gran.tiiother scolds hier
for this, but she infaois her aged relative that ?Mrs. - (that is, the
schoolmistres> always commends girls for speakig out. I fer elocu-
tion is curious. She always enphasizes her little words so as to make
themt the nost important in'the sentence. îThus-

weet irrr the uses àfadtersitv.
Whicb like the toaL. ugiv an /i venomous,
Wear yet a lreciouts jewel in hù Iead."

On mv once vctiring to renmonstrate, gently, with her on this subject,
I w-as situbbed and triumphantl inforned that in reading, M rs r-
liked to hear al]iords >ronounced distinctly.,and never alIowed girls toa
muumble inonosyilables. This young lad talks Yankee. She says they
aill do a. school. There are seieral Vane girls there, antid to talk like
themt is I such fun." She çuese in every third sentence. She fixes her
bonnet. She /ons lier scissors, and complains of her mttusic beiiig îosred-
Whatever sie approves of is charaicerizcd as real nice; w-bat;she
dislikes is cither dreadf'/u/ or afjdl Aúd. -Grammîniar," she savs, " is aill
very wcil to learn, but who cares about it w-hen talking." ' She has,
SseemingIy, but littie respectfor her grandmother, or, indced, for old age
in any shape. Such respect seens to ber rather an exploded idea. Hier
two great pursuiLs in life arc dress and flirtation. She bu-s all ber own

iesse-, but cau scarceiv hein a pocket-handkcerchief. She deligLs in
knowing thé price of evervthinein the dry gooIs fine. She has no coni-
plinctio about walking ito a store, having a varietv ofgoods shcwn ier,
and, after declaring thein ail to be " awful dear,'' wakmg out without

ving anything. Sie never tiiidedtl othcrwisc. She onty wanted to
ste the iew sunnier goods and enquire the price befrevictimising
grandmother. Voung gentlemen have comimenced to call upon her, ta
the great horror of the old ladv. w-ho sits in the roon with ber back up,
i much in the way, and mean. ta be so. "Miss " abhors the quiet ways
of our :ouse. The voung me are ail " troits(," that is the last ntew word
from Mrs. 's :stab ishmlent). She niakes an exception in favor of
dt:he "Ithlete," who is rather nire. He is teaching ber to play at
iLacrosse, an ct is proposed by tthemî to get up Croquet in the yard.

To judge by the nuiber of prizes brought home, this young ladv must
have highly distinguished hterself. rhese .prizes are ciaboratcly-bound
volumes,-chiefly of poetry. They arc not read, and never will be, but
do -vertwell for a centre-table. have been rather, etrious to find out
what slie bas leIarit at Mrs. s. Certainly not even the rudimtients
fanv science. Sie does not know what the de gres on the thermon eter

mean. She spcaks French, or what is intcnt e for French, with an
aecentt.satiething betw-een that of a St. Jeroie habitant and an Irish
Servant eirl. She certainly writes rathter a pretty tand, but lier spelling
is anytimiîg but irreproaeble. With regard ta accomplisbuents shie
excels in-dancing.,atleast so 1 arn tlid. 1-er moveitents are aiything

A VOICE FROM THE COUNT RY.
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DIXARDioGE-KNES

Kneœlig upon two kneer is a n'ecessity n religious vorship. The
sooner this plain truth is knownvi to the vulgar crowvd the better.

A very naughty inan named Fontaine atteided church in this tow-n on
Sunday, the 3th instant, and not having the fear of the parish beadie
I before his eycs, lie nanifested the " knee-plus ultra" of hostility to the
ancient and tiimte-honored usage of bending both knees at the elevation
of the hast Sad tc relate, at this sacred moment this Iîvickedest
man," (with two knee. mind you,> vas observed bv Ambroise Couture
the church constable, to be knecling upon onoine filern 1/ Had he lost
one knee in the cause of the churcI-itn the Papal Zouaves, for instance-
hie iight have been allowed to kncel, tt on tMai one, but upon the otAer
;Me. Evet a stiff knee, or a wooden leg, niîght be an excuse for a breach
of the Law of Genuflexions.: Couture iîîldly expostulated with Fontaine
ipon the heinotusness of his offence. butFontaine "couldn't sec it." In
lis:blinnclîess lie thouglit ane kie, equal to emtîergency ; but Couture,
single-handed, surrounîded aud captured tL e delinquent-knee caps and
all-and, in the abscnce of an Inquisition, appealed to the civil law
before two of our m.agistrates Sa fan, well;but alas for te iiisuf-
ficiencvi of this sanie civil law ! Fontaine, instead of havimg both knees
cut offtTid being obliged to vorship on his tups, was ailowed ta go
um-a-knee/ed, and uiupnished

Oh, Canada mon pays, ites amours

What a fall was there my countrymein Couture, how-even, is a
brick' H-e has done hs duty and if the law did not back hit up,
aIl that can be said is, more'shame lor the law--aiid more peer to
Couture.s e/t

Yours truly,-N L
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but graceful, thougli emîinently gymnastic. lHer walk in the street is that
of a duck iii long grass, and' s e carries lier body as though suffering
froin a spinal affection. Site reas bier parasol directly in front of hernose,
ta the imminent danger of the eyes of the public. . She is rather proud of
ber musical accomplishments;,having learnti music for seven years.
What is the result ? She caî play threc or four pieces with thunder-and-
lightning variations ii the received acrobatiestyle of e.ecution. She can
play a little dance rnusic inmost atrocious tine. Of the theory of music
she knows nothitg. Site says that Mrs. says that thorough bass
is quite unnecessary for a rl. She has even forgotten ber gamut that
is, if she ever knew it. As lier to strike the chord of A. minor, and sh
won't know what ou mean. She cannot transpose the simplest piece of
music onc note a boave or below, to save lier life. -er snging voice is
allied to her speaking ance It is an impure soprano of most unpleasant.
campass. 1-er favorite songs are Italian, ofwvhich lanîguage she does
not understand a single . Wrd, but is taught: to pronounce it by
Mrs. . I should say that even this lad -'s accent cannot be of the
purest Tuscan. Why, among sangs, has.Arditi's "l Bacio" been so long
ln vogue among young ladies ? Can'it be the subject? L own that.I
w-as rather surprised, not to say shocked, to hear, the other dayo, ur
young lady ycling "Sulla labbra, sulla labra," ith such astonshing
energy. .Her /earnig* of singig seems to comprise the iil-iearning of a
few' songs. The other day, she attemptcd the chromatic scale up and
down, with a most ignominous result She sometimes plays at dong a
little ornamental reedle work. A certami nuosic-stool cover, has, -aIm
credibiy informed, been in hand for more than fou& vears. Buther proudest
accomp;tishnent is drawing. Her drawing-book is a collection of classi-
cal heads with helcets on, landscapes with clouds like iotuntains, and
trees like clouds, besides a series of wonderful castles on the banks of
lakeson the traiquil bosoms of hiclt repose white sw-ans, black
gondolas and barges contaning hunaity and gitars. All these
productions bear evident traces of having been touched up wvith no
sparing hand by the drawing-mastcr. 1, one day. asked the voung lady
if she ever sketched from nature ? SIte said, "sometimes but copies
vere so iuch nicer." Once, to please grandnother, she consented to
take the portrait of Thomas, the cat. This was to have been a great
effort. She borrowed a box of "paints," as she called then, fron the
scientifie boarder, and has not vet rettiried them, to the great disgust of
tiat trecise gentlenian. After tiree iours'labor, she produced a curious,
heraldic-lookinganinal;-half-pig and lalf-alligator. She tore this up in
a pet. t can forgive her for this. Thomas is a provoking cat. \Ven-
ever he is wantted to lie down quietiv, he will insist upon standing bolt
upright and elevating his back and tail. The young lady's disposition is
is lively. ier hunior is malicious. It is espcially directed agaimst ber
own sex. :-Her observation is acute. She secs evil in every one but
herseif.

Since making the acquaintance of this girl of the period," 1 have
resolved not to send ny iece, of whoim I arn guardian, to a fashionable
finishing school.


