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language than I can, the ioqumerable good dseds of those meg
of beuev olence. .

“But let us reflect on what has been the conduct of the Cath-
oli¢ clergy, ever since the happy period whea this country was
transferred (o the demnion of Eugland, We shall then see
that they have nvariably inculcated, hoth by precept and ex-
ample, upon the youth of the province, the patriotic senti-
meits with which they were themselves apimated  Io that pe-
siod of difficuity, when, forashort times calumay had succeeded
to cast au odious imputation of disloyalty, upon the Canadians,
did we not see the clergy, in fulfilmeat of the wishes of a gov-
ernor wha had been imposed upon by our enemncs, promuigat-
tug from the pulpit those pattiotic “sentiments caleulated 10 g-
waken every fechog ot loyalty amongst our citizens, had it oot
alieady been deeply engraven upon their hearts? In other sull
more stormy times, when we were attacked by a foreign enemy,
did not the clergy excite, and support the courage of our youth-
ful Canadian warnors 2 Did we not see them frequently even

- accompanying them to the field of batde, awakenmg them to
glory, receiving the dying sighs of the victims of war, avd con-
soling them with their sacred blessings in their last moments?”

Here Mr. Quesnel, by a sudden impulse, occasioned by the
train of ideas that had arizen from this part of his speech, ex-
claimed “What did I say, the field of batlle aed of zlory ! Can
we forget, gentlemen, that the hero who led our Canadians 10
fame and victory, is now i the midst of us? The whole com-
pauy instautly rose, apd tarned towards Col. De Salaberry,who
appeared much affectedby this unexpected allusion, Mr,Quesnel
continued. “Excuse me, sir, for this inveluatary wound given
to your modesty, butit is better so to burt the feeliugs of the
warrior, than not to give him that applause which his heroic
decds deserve.” (Loud applause) Mr. Quesael proceeded.

“Now, gentlemen, will you believe it, that this meritorous
body of men, the clergy; so loyal, so highly respectable, are at.
tacked in their dearest privileges, and sought to he degraded; in
the person of their head, by this 4ill of most hateful memory,
which is the eccasion of our present meeting. !

“In one part of this hill, we are emphatically told that our ve-
ligion will be preserved to us inviolate, as'f we nceded a bill 1o
assure to us those rights of which we have been in possession

" from time immemorial, aud which are guaranteed to us by the
sacred faith of treaties ; then in the pext breath tus same filf
goes on to sap the very foundatious of the hierarchy secured to
us, by the introduction into the heart of it, of a foreign and
strange authority, which we all know is at least incompatible
with the disciplinze of the church. And this, forsooth, under
the pretence that it is for the good of our chucch, and to render
its clergy more independent; as if it could do good to that
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