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THE DIVINE RULE OF SALTVATION.

—

BY B, B. TYLER

Salvation from sin is no hap-hazard affuir.
is not partial m the salvation of the lost.
ways in dealing with mon are equal. His love and
mercy are impartial. He doos not save ono man
in this way and another in that. The Lord chunges
not. He is tho same yesterday, to-day, and for.
ovor. Because our Gad is such a God we can
trust Him implicitly, and the sinner can come into
such a relation to Him as to know that his sins are,
for Christ’s aake, forgiven.

Beliovers in tho days of the holy apostles. knew
that in Christ they had *¢ redemption through His
blaod, even tho forgivencss of sins,”” The Janguage
of faith then was : ** We KNow that wo havo passed
from death unto lifo.” ““We xxNow that if our
earthly house of this tabeinacle wore dissolved wo
have a building of God ; an house not made with
hands, cteraal in the heaveons.” Blessed confidonce!
But Christinns may now enjoy the samne full assur-
ance of their acceptance with Gad.

*“ Our Fuather,” who *“at sundry times and in
divers mannera spake in times past unto the fathers
by the prophets, hath in these last days epoken
unto us by His Son ;" and the Son ** received from
God tho Fathor honor and glory when there came
such a voico from the excellent glory : This is My
beioved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew
Levi says, in his testimony concerning Jesus, that
tho oracle from heaven on the Mount of Traus-
figuration enjoined : *“Hear ye Him.” ©All
power is given unto ‘ Him’ in heaven and in
carth.” From all other teachers of divino things
Jet us turn, and o tho message from God through
Josus Christ our Lord, ““in these last days,” lot us
give attention,  Jesus came into the world to save
His peoplo from their sins, and while He was among
men ** the Son of Man” aemonstrated that Ile had
' power on earth to forgivo sins.” * Hear ye
Bim ” when he announces ** the divine rule of sal-
vation.” \What i81t7 ‘Thus 1t reads: ** He that
believeth and is baptized shall bo saved ; but he
that believeth not shall be damnoed.”

To harmonize with the theologies of sowe of our
good friends Jesus ought to have said : ** He that
belioveth niof and 13 baptized shall b saved.” This
would be in harmony with the doctrine of baptismat
regeneration. o please others the rule ought to
no : “ He that beliovoth and is not baptized shall
by saved.” This would be the Evangelical (1)
doctrine of just-fication by faith only. Still others
would have had our Saviour say: * He that
balieveth not and 13 not baptized shall be saved.”
This reading would harmomz: admicably with the
doctrine of unconditional salvation. Lzt us, how-
ever be satisfied with what our Saviour sad ; and
let us repeat and itlustrate, explain and urge upon
men an exact conformity to ** the divine rule of
salvation ” from sin as it fell from the lips of Him
who ‘‘taught them as one having authority.” We
dare not tamper with the Word of G.d, In the
garden God said : ** Of tho tree of the knowledgze
of good angd evil thou shalt not eat of it ; for in the
duy that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
This was tho word of the Lord. Satan said : ** Ye
shall NOT surely die.” Thus ‘‘sin entered into the
world, and death by sin.” Almeost the Just words
of Revolations contain a solemn warning against
changing in the least the words of our God. ‘' If
any wan shall add unto these things, God shall add
unto hun tho plagues that are written in this book;
and if any man shall take away from the words of
this book of the prophesy, God ahall take away his
part out of the Book of Life, and out of the holy
city, and from tho things which aro written in this
book,”
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noto, and at the samo time trust in the Liord ; but

The sslvation spokon of in the passago: ** Ie
that believoth and is baptized shall bo saved,” is
‘¢ the remission of sins ®—not aalvation in its full-
ness, ‘““resecved in heaven ” for those * who are
kept by the pcwer of God.” When “ Simon Peoter,
a servant and an apostle of Jesua Christ,” proached
in obodionce to the express command of our Lord
in the great commission, of which ** the divino rule
of salvation " is a part. he told men to ** repent and
bo baptized . . . in the namo of Jesus Christ,
for tho remission of sins.” This language was used
by the Apastlo Potor immedintely after ho had
received the baptism of the Holy Ghost— the en
dowment from no high—anl is equivalent to a
heaven-inspired commentary on the words of our
Lord.  The salvation spoken of in Mark xvi. 16 is
the same as “ the remission of sins ™ in Acts ii. 38
Jesus gaid that remission of sins would bo graated
to whoever would belicvo ard bo baptized. His
word, which will live and abide furever, ie the sure
and sufficient warcant for saying : ** 1 know that 1
have tho remission of my sing ; I know that I am
saved.” Lot us be satisfied to hold and enjoy
and preach the way of salvation as rovealed to us
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Now York City.

“TRUSTING TUE LORD.”

—

A remark in the October Curistiay, from our
good Bro. D. T, relative to this subject, seems to
open a door of further utterance upon the same
subject. He has evidently misunderstood me.  If
he will read the article again he will notico I said
that “* I believed in trusting in the Lord for our
hfe and salvation”; but that *“ I had no ears nor
heart for the falk we so cften hear about trusting
the Lord.” 1t 1s this current talk of trusting the
Lord, that is certainly unsound, and of which I
ofter u fow thoughts.

The duty and privilege of trusting the Lord is
shke nezes.ary to all Christians, whether they be
farmers, merchants, mechauics or preachers, \What-
ever the work or calling may he all are dependent
on the Lord for their success, and all should
cqually trust Him, as overy good gift and every
blessing cometh from Him, In this we all agree.
But the question before us is—FHow shall we trust?
Must the farmer and the merchant trust the Lord
1a ono way and the preacher trust Him another way,
or must wo all trust Him alike? Theo answer to
this is in the asking. There is no such idea in
God’s word that there are different ways for different
men. Woare all e Christ.  Every calling in
tife, whether it be farming, fishing ur preaching, is
The preacher is as
sood a man as the farmer if he behaves himself as
well, and lus equal privileges with uthors in Life.

We arv ready now tv ask, How the Christian
farmer is to trust iu the Locd for his living 7 We
will suppuss the farmer has a fino horse that ho can
part with, aud as he needs the money mere than
the horss, and kaowing that his Christian brother
“over tho way" wants the horse, he takes tho
beast and leaves it with him. He says nothing
about pay, but patiently waits—trusting in the
Lord—for the brother to pay him whatever he
pleases fur the horse, and whenever he ploases.
You say, ‘“this is all nonsense.” That i3 just.
what I shink. Bot is not this the very thing that
is meant when tho preacher is told to trust in
tho Lord. Is not his labor his means of living as
much as the farmer's horse? And yet this is what
ho is expected to do, (e.g.) trust in his brethren for
his livig withuut saying anything as to how much
or whon he is to get his pay. How is it that this
is **all nonsenso " with the Christian farmer, bnt
o)l right with the Christian preacher? How is it
that a farmer or merchant can sot & price on his
goods and his labor and claim his money or a

when tho prescher sets a prico on his labur and
demands his pay he is not trusting in tho Lord

I am acquaintod with good brethren, among
whom is Lrother D. F., who love the cause of
Christ, and are Jaboring for its snpport. Would
it bo right or just for moe to say they are not trust-
ing the Lord for their living and salvation, becauso
in their business transactions thoy stipulate the
prico on their goods and the time of payment, &e.?
If to appropriate out labor or our goods, without
any stipulations as to pay, is the way to trust the
Lord, then it is very evident that the preacher is
tho only one who truats the Lord, as nune of the
others do any of this kind of labor. All the
preachers known to me have done more or less of
this kind of trusting. More than once the writer
has gone out and labored hard ; preaching from
house to house, and from place to place, withoul any
promize of pay, and returned home again without
any money. But ho never supposed that he was
more fully trusting the Lord than whon there was
a stipulated amount promised for his labors. Dut
says ono: ‘‘I think a preacher has very little faith
in the Lord, and very little interest in the salvation
of his followman if he will not devote his labors to
them unless he has the promise of a living, especi-
ally whero there is such a demand for the truth.”
How will it do, brother, to take a little of your own
medicine? Is there not a great demand for pota.
toea? Think of the thousands who have none, who
are in actual need of them. If you have aninterest
in your followmen why are you not giving them
your potatoes? Because ‘“ this is my living ; if I
give my potatoes and apples away what would my
faniily do?” But is not the preacher's labor his
living as much as your potatoes and app'es are
your living?  What will the preacher’s family do?
Do they not need aliving? “¢But the L rd will
provide ; let him go out and work.” That may be.
And will He not provide for the farmer as well as
for the preacher 7 Let him try it. Send your pro-
duce to all whom you think are needy, and trust in
the Lord for your pay. *“ Prove your faith by your
own works ¥ This is a better way than proving
our faith by some other person’s works. “‘But is it
not right to preach the gospel unless wo know weo
are going to get our living by it?* Most certainly,
Just the same as the farmer sends his neighbor a
bushel of potatoes when he can do so without being
untriie and unjust to himself and his family. I
pity the man—not to say the Christian—wh) will
refuse to help his neighbor if he is able. And so
weo may say of the preacher. e is not worthy the
name if he refuses to help the needy in every way
as far as he is able to do 8o, Where is the preacher
among us who is not doing much of this kind of
work 1

Bro. William Murray gave us an illustration at
the St. Juhn Annual Meeting about this working
on {rust. :

A brother, who was a farmer, said to him : “Bro,
Murray, why dun't you go out into the field and do
all the good you can, and trust in the Lord for
your living? He will not see you want.” ¢ Very
well,” says Bro. Murray ; ¢ you work for the Lord
on the farm and I will work for the Lord by
preaching the gospel, e will trust in the Lord
and got all we can, and at tho end of the year we
will divide our income.” This, you sece, puts
anuvther faco on tha subjsct, when we talk about
we and us trusting the Lord.

T well remember the advice our Bro. Blaisdell,
who i now with the saints in glory, gave tho writer,
when he was about entering the work of preaching
the gospal.  * Bro; Murray, I want you to preach
the gospel, to declare the whole counsel of God.
Put your trust in tho Lord; He will nover leave
you nor forsake yon. When you need any money
be sure and send to me.” T did ofton nced this
kind of help, uud as ofton recocived it from this
good brother, I never know a man who mo



